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 * Please rise in body or spirit.  

GATHERING MUSIC See Amid the Winter’s Snow John Goss, arr. Faye Lopez 
 

Melissa Sengstack Robol, pianist 
The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst. 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 
  

 

ADVENT WREATH CEREMONY THE FOURTH CANDLE: LOVE Richard and Debbie Birnie 

Leader: 

 

    

 

1 John chapter 4, verses 9 through 11 says this:   

        “God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so 

that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us 

and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so 

much, we also ought to love one another.”  
 

    

 

    

 

Today we light the fourth Advent Candle, the candle of LOVE.          

         We are preparing for our Lord Jesus to come—watching and waiting, 

         knowing that such great love transforms us and empowers us.  
 

 All sing: While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.                    WAITING (#92 stanza 1) 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 
 

Leader: Let us pray together: 
 

      All: O Holy One, come to us, we pray, and fill our hearts with your love for all people. Amen. 

 

* HYMN #93 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” TRURO 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold the King of glory waits; 
the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 

 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 
from earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

 

Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide. 
Let me thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in me reveal. 

 

(Georg Weissel, 1642) 
 
 
 
 



* ADVENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

UNISON PRAYER  
 

Holy Lord, in this time of Advent, we confess we often are distracted by the season’s 

busyness, by the stress of commitment, and even by putting our own traditions ahead 

of the true meaning of Christmas. We confess we also often prefer being sentimental 

to being sacrificial. Forgive us for all the times we have missed seeing you in our midst, 

for all the times we have doubted your presence, and for all the times we have failed 

to hold the holidays as holy days. Pour peace into our lives and let us be bearers of 

your peace to others. Remind us that this is a season of waiting and preparation for 

the greatest gift of all. In the holy name of our Savior, Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
 

(A Brief Time for Silent Confession) 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 

 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 7:10-16  
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep 

as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put 

the Lord to the test.” Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 

you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give 

you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name 

him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the 

evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose 

the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Romans 1:1-7  
 

 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 

God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the 

gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and 

was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received 

grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for 

the sake of his name, including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 

To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
   

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON "If We Didn't Have Christmas" Dr. Piermont 
 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE “O Come, All Ye Faithful” John Francis Wade,  
#88 in our hymnal 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

SHARING OF PRAYER REQUESTS AND BLESSINGS 

 THE PASTORAL PRAYER 



 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

* HYMN #136 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” GO TELL IT 
 

[Refrain]: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 

 

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain] 

 

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 

 

 (John W. Work II, 1940) 

 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   
 

 

POSTLUDE “He Is Born”     traditional, arr. Faye Lopez 
 

 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to our worship. 
If you are unable to do so, please exit quietly. Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

On Dec. 25 and Jan 1, we will have one worship service only at 10am in the sanctuary 

(and livestreamed).  

 

The 8am Early Morning Worship Service will resume Jan. 8, 2023. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



TODAY 
 

We will receive the CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING today. 
This special offering of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
provides financial assistance to individuals and families 
who have dedicated their lives to the church, and 
supports education for racial ethnic students attending 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. Your 
generous giving truly makes a difference. (Make checks 
to WPC memo: “Christmas Joy”)  
 
IN HAZELTON HALL TODAY (See Mission Outreach for 
details): 

⧫ Alternative Christmas Gifts  
⧫ Sponsor-A-Family Gift and Gift Card Collection 

 
YOUTH GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY 5-7PM: Come 
celebrate the end of the year with us. Bring your favorite 
ugly sweater, a cheap gift for the white elephant 
exchange, and a friend!  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We invite you to a SPECIAL CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE at 
10am. We encourage you to shower the baby Jesus with 
gifts (see next page). And of course, we’ll have cocoa and 
a birthday cake!  
 

There will be NO 8AM SERVICE or NURSERY CARE 
Christmas Day or New Year’s Day. 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS REMINDER: All offerings for 2022 must 
be postmarked by Dec 31 to be considered a contribution 
for 2022. 
 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHURCH STAFF - One important 
group to remember at Christmastime are the one who do 
so much to help us be faithful to God all year round.  Both 
full-time and part-time regular staff will receive a 
Christmas check from the church.  To help with the cost 
of this project, please submit your donation no later than 
Dec 20 via the offering plate, church office, or 
EasyTithe.  Thank you, and God bless you.  – The 
Personnel Committee (Ron St. Pierre, Chair).  
 

WORTHINGTON PRESBYTERIAN PRESCHOOL 
registration materials for the 2023-2024 school year will 
be available online beginning Dec 20.  Current and past 
families and church members have priority registration.  
Open registration begins January 9. If you are interested 
in a tour or would like more information, please contact 
Carrie Houk, Preschool Director at carrieh@wpcnow.org. 
 

The Church Office is CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS: 
• Monday, December 26 & Tuesday, December 27 

• Monday, January 2, 2023 

•  

FACING LOSS will not meet in December. The group will 
resume its regular schedule in January. 
 

Thinking of joining WPC? Our next MEMBER SEMINAR 
will take place Jan 8, 15, and 22 at 9am in the chapel. 
Questions? Contact Betsy Rice at brice@wpcnow.org.  
 

Would you like to donate CHANCEL FLOWERS in honor of 
a loved one or special occation? Please contact Jen Edse 
at jedse@wpcnow.org. The cost of two bouquets is $90. 
You can also donate via Easy Tithe. 
 

2023 FEARLESS GENEROSITY ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 
UPDATE - As of Tuesday, December 6, we have received 
239 pledges for next year totaling $1,077,302.  We still 
have families that pledged last year that we have yet to 
hear from.  Please get your pledges in as soon as possible 
so the treasurer can finalize the budget. If you have not 
yet fulfilled your pledge for the current year, please do so 
if you are able. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
 

TODAY, we finish a 4-week series “NOT FOR WIMPS: 
GROWING OLDER GRACEFULLY.”  This class (for seniors 
and caregivers) teaches about avoiding scammers, 
dealing with dementia, preventing falling, and pointing 
you in the direction of helpful resources and services. It’s 
held in Room 222 and on Zoom. Contact Pastor Tom for 
the Zoom link. Adult Education resumes January 8.  
 

MISSION OUTREACH 
 

All ages are invited to help serve dinner in Hazelton Hall 
on Tuesday, Dec 20 from 6-7:30pm for our annual 
STAFFORD VILLAGE CHRISTMAS DINNER. Join us as we 
celebrate with and support residents of Stafford Village. 
 
A CAR FOR OUR AFGHAN FAMILY: If you or someone 
you know is trading in a car, you could be paid the trade-
in value and you would be helping Ali Reza get to work. 
The car is needed by Feb 1. Please contact Pastor Tom 
(trice@wpcnow.org). 
 

We invite you to donate mittens, gloves, hats and scarves 
to our MITTEN TREE in Hazelton Hall until Dec 31. Items 
are needed for children and adults in Central Ohio.  
 

WPC SPONSOR-A-FAMILY will be collecting gifts and gift 
cards for families today in Hazelton Hall. Salem 
Elementary, St. Stephens Community House and 
Guadalupe Center families will benefit from your 
generosity. Contact Mindy Steel at bob-
mindy@sbcglobal.net or call/text 614-209-9603. 
 

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS is a way to give Christmas 
gifts that make a difference in the world and help others 
in need. Honor those you love by supporting local and 
worldwide ministries. Gift meals for Salem Elementary 
School children, seeds for Haiti, or support Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, Bibles for Romania, and more. Look 
for order forms after either service. 
 
 
 

mailto:trice@wpcnow.org


 

Join us for music before each service 
 

 

 
  

The children’s choirs lead worship and assemble a nativity 
scene with Rev. Dr. Tom Rice preaching.  

Childcare Available 

Features adult choirs and instrumentalists with  
Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont preaching. Livestreamed 

Features adult, youth choir, and instrumentalists with 
Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont preaching.

  
  

 

 
 

  

 

 

Wear your Christmas sweaters and enjoy carols, cocoa, 
a birthday cake, and a children's story. Bring ‘gifts’ for 

baby Jesus - wipes, lotion, teething rings, or rattle toys. 
Donations will go to the Worthington Resource Pantry. 

No 8am service or childcare. Livestreamed



 

* Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

WELCOME Rev. Dr. Tom Rice 
  

The Friendship Pad is located in the pew at the center aisle.  
Please sign and pass it to your neighbor.  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP IN MUSIC “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”    arr. Jason Krug 
 

THE CELEBRATION RINGERS  

Jennifer Fry, Director 
The music is a call to open one’s spirit to God’s presence in our midst. 

 

ADVENT WREATH CEREMONY THE FOURTH CANDLE: LOVE Paul and Holly Wilcox 

Leader: 

 

    

 

1 John chapter 4, verses 9 through 11 says this:   

        “God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so 

that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us 

and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so 

much, we also ought to love one another.”  
 

    

 

    

Today we light the fourth Advent Candle, the candle of LOVE.          

         We are preparing for our Lord Jesus to come—watching and waiting, 

         knowing that such great love transforms us and empowers us.  

 All sing: While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.                    WAITING (#92 stanza 1) 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

Leader: Let us pray together: 

      All: O Holy One, come to us, we pray, and fill our hearts with your love for all people. Amen. 

 

* HYMN #136 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” GO TELL IT 
 

THE CHERUB CHOIR directed by Kevin Fancher will sing first. 

THE CONGREGATION will follow, singing the whole hymn. Watch for a cue.  
 

[Refrain]: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. [Refrain] 

 

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth 
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain] 

 

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 

 

 (John W. Work II, 1940) 



 

* ADVENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

UNISON PRAYER  
 

Holy Lord, in this time of Advent, we confess we often are distracted by the season’s 

busyness, by the stress of commitment, and even by putting our own traditions ahead 

of the true meaning of Christmas. We confess we also often prefer being sentimental 

to being sacrificial. Forgive us for all the times we have missed seeing you in our midst, 

for all the times we have doubted your presence, and for all the times we have failed 

to hold the holidays as holy days. Pour peace into our lives and let us be bearers of 

your peace to others. Remind us that this is a season of waiting and preparation for 

the greatest gift of all. In the holy name of our Savior, Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
 

(A Brief Time for Silent Confession) 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (Stanza 3, Hymn #121) ST. LOUIS 
 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 

 (Phillips Brooks, 1868) 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

 

 

 

GLORIA (Refrain from Hymn #113) 
 

GLORIA 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
(French Carol) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

ANTHEM “I Wanna Be Ready”   Brad Nix 
 

THE CAROL CHOIR 
 

I wanna be  ready for Jesus when He comes. I will be a candle glowing in the night, 
golden ,warm and bright. I will be a singer lifting up my voice, making joyful noise. I 
will be a helper; I will do my part. I will be a helper, work with all my heart. 

MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGEST DISCIPLES  Pastor Tom 
 

After the Children’s Message, children ages 3 years through 7th grade will be 
dismissed to their classrooms for a Sunday School lesson.  Following the postlude, 
please pick up your child in his/her classroom. Preschool (age 3 and 4): Room 113 
Kindergarten and 1st grade: Room 112; 2nd and 3rd grade – Room 111; 4th and 5th 
grade – Room 222; 6th and 7th grade – Youth Room 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Gregg Russell 
 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 7:10-16  
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep 

as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put 

the Lord to the test.” Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 

you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give 

you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name 

him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the 

evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose 

the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



 
 

ANTHEM “Sing We Now of Christmas”    John Leavitt 
 

                                                                         THE CHANCEL CHOIR 
 

Sing we now of Christmas, Noel sing we here. Hear our grateful praises to the Babe so 
dear. Sing we Noel, the King is born, Noel! Sing we all Noel! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Angels called to shepherds, “Leave your flocks at rest, journey forth to Bethlehem, find 
the lambkin blest.” From the eastern country came kings from afar. Bearing gifts to 
Bethlehem, guided by a star.  

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Romans 1:1-7 Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont 
 

 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 

God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the 

gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and 

was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received 

grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for 

the sake of his name, including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 

To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
   

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON "If We Didn't Have Christmas" Dr. Piermont 
 
 

* HYMN #93 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” TRURO 
 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold the King of glory waits; 
the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 

 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 
from earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

 

Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide. 
Let me thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in me reveal. 

 

(Georg Weissel, 1642) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Rev. Betsy Rice 
 

 

SHARING OF PRAYER REQUESTS AND BLESSINGS 

 THE PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
         including The Christmas Joy Offering  

(Online giving is available anytime via our account with EasyTithe: 
text your offering dollar amount to 614-808-8580 or go to www.easytithe.com/wpcgive.) 

 

http://www.easytithe.com/wpcgive


OFFERTORY  “Sacramental Days Are Drawing Nearer”     
 

Dennis Piermont, David Scott, Baritone; John Finn, Guitar 
 

Sacramental days are drawing nearer. Prophet tells us, “Listen to the Lord! 

Hear how God vows to us a dearer way to life restored.” 

And the Word came to dwell among us; bringing light to our darkened souls. 
 

Chosen virgin, holder of God’s favor: Prophet tells us, “Take this as the sign! 

Hear me now: she will bear a savior. Thus God’s pledges align.” 

And the Word came to dwell among us; bringing light to our darkened souls. 
 

Little village, David’s native dwelling: Prophet tells us, “From you comes a King! 

Future praise others shall be telling, with your glories to sing.” 

And the Word came to dwell among us; bringing light to our darkened souls. 
 

At the time, the moment of all being, first was Word, and Word and God were one. 

Sending life, vowing Love decreeing: “All things move through the Son.” 

And the Word came to dwell among us; and the dark vanished in the Light. 
 

(Copyright © 2022 Dennis H. Piermont,  
from Jer. 31:31; Isa. 7:4; Mic. 5:2; Jn. 1:1) 

 

* HYMN #143 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” REGENT SQUARE 
 

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
you, who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 
 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light: 

come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 
 

Sages, leave your contemplations; brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great desire of nations; you have seen his natal star: 

come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 
 

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 

come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 
 

 (James Montgomery, 1816, 1825) 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   
 

* CONGREGATIONAL  

BENEDICTION RESPONSE 

“Soon and Very Soon” 
Russell Nagy, piano 

 

 

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 
Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King, 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we are goin' to see the King! 
 

 (Andrae Couch, 1976) 

 
 

POSTLUDE REGENT SQUARE  arr. Roberta Rowland-Raybold 
 

 

We request that you remain seated during the postlude as it is the final “Amen” to our worship. 
If you are unable to do so, please exit quietly. Thank you. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Ushers: Team A– Greg Russell, Dan Foley, Captains 

Carillon: Shine Robison  Audio: Andrew DeWeese   

Video/Livestream: Emerson Greuling, Russ Nagy, Bill Yost 

 

To submit a concern to the Prayer Chain, please contact Dick Jones at 614-204-7633. 
 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

 

We enjoy the festive Christmas poinsettias that grace our chancel 
 and sanctuary throughout the month of December.  

The dedications will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont – Senior Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Tom Rice – Pastor for Discipleship 

Rev. Betsy Rice – Pastor for Member Ministries 

Rev. Kevin Horrigan – Parish Associate for Visitation 

Nicholas Robison – Director for Youth Ministries 

Shine Wu Robison – Youth Worship Leader 

Dr. David Rives – Director of Music 

Dr. Stephen Jacoby – Organist 

Melissa Robol – Chapel Pianist 

Russ Nagy – New Connections Music Leader 
 

A complete Staff Directory may be found at www.wpcnow.org  

 

 

773 HIGH STREET, WORTHINGTON, OH 43085-4140  TEL: 614-885-5355    
 

 
 




