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From Pastor Julia

Dear Friends,
“O, taste and see that the Lord is good.”  Debbie Murphy reminded me of that beautiful Psalm verse 
in her note, one of so many notes from you, welcoming me home from sabbatical.  Coming back 
to work on August 1st felt a little like coming back to school after a good summer break: looking 
forward to seeing folks after weeks away, looking forward to new tasks.  My first day back, just like 
school, even included some new supplies and clothing

Seeing and being with you is one way I can see how “the Lord is good.”  I missed you.  Your festive 
welcome home is very heartwarming, and the crown of your generous gift of sabbatical time, which 
is most especially time to “taste and see that the Lord is good.”  I can also see the Lord’s goodness 
in the rich congregational life you enjoyed while I was away.  I’m very proud of and grateful to our 
church staff and leaders, especially those like Tom, Betsy, and Eric, who shouldered extra responsibil-

ity in my absence.  I’m eager to hear your stories about what has inspired you this summer.

I have so much to share from these thirteen weeks, from books and journeys and observations.  These will unfold in the weeks and 
months ahead, in classes, programs, themes in worship.  So far, I’ll be giving a program on Iona & Celtic Spirituality, hosted by 
PWU on Sep 27, 7 p.m.  Other programs are in planning stages.

On my first Sunday back, I shared a guideline I used to help the sabbatical time be a sacred journey.  These are Five Excellent Prac-
tices of Pilgrims, from ancient Chinese culture (from The Art of Pilgrimage, by Phil Cousineau).  Because life and discipleship also 
can be seen as a faith journey, these practices can be meaningful to all of us, to stay grounded in a world of many distractions.  They 
are:

Practice the arts of attention and listening.
Practice renewing yourself every day.
Practice meandering toward the center of every place.
Practice the rituals of reading sacred texts.
Practice gratitude and praise-singing.

Or:  taste and see that the Lord is good.

Yours, in Christ’s Friendship,

Julia Wharff Piermont
Senior Pastor

Life in the Church

Projects Happening Now
In addition to all of the activities happening throughout the summer, there have been a 
number of projects going on in and around the WPC building. Facilities Manager Dave 
Matthias and Preschool Director Carrie Houk led efforts to refresh the preschool play-
ground with new sod, additional equipment, and added a new layer of mulch with the 
help of the Boy Scouts. 

Inside, the new Columbarium door has been installed as well as two new exit doors in 
Hazelton Hall, and new carpet was laid in the ministry offices suite. Work is expected to 
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Lemonade Brigade
The Lemonade Brigade shared hospitality, friendship and lemonade this summer during the 
Village Green Summer Concert Series on Sunday nights. Special thanks to Pam Hume, 
Katie Budros, and Ann Britton for leading and organizing!

All-Church Picnic
Mirolo Pavillion was the perfect setting for an all-church picnic on Thursday, July 14. 
Babies and toddlers enjoyed playing with bubbles and beach balls. Children played kickball 
and corn hole. All ages enjoyed the setting and the companionship! Special guests includ-
ed families from Bethany Presbyterian Church who participated in Vacation Bible School; 
neighbors from St. John Episcopal Church; and the Afghan refugee family sponsored by 
WPC. More than one hundred people and two dogs attended.

Ice Cream Social
WPC welcomed the neighborhood to the East Lawn with ice cream, cookies, and the OSU 
Marching Band Alumni on August 7. The long-standing tradition returned with full enthu-
siasm after a break in 2020. Church members brought countless goodies. Leftovers were 
served at the Community Friendship Dinner on Monday evening. Many thanks to all who 
welcomed our neighbors to WPC. . 

Sabbatical Special Guests
Many were the voices who proclaimed the Gospel and invited WPC into meaningful ministries during Pastor Julia Wharff 
Piermont’s three-month sabbatical. If you missed them this summer, you may watch the worship services on wpcnow.org or on 
WPC’s YouTube channel.

Dr. Linda Mercadante led four weeks of classes about the history of politics and religion (also available on our website) and 
gave an inspiring sermon that included reflections on growing up in New Jersey and discovering Christianity on her own as a 
small child. Internationally-acclaimed composer Craig Courtney conducted the choir in several of his own compositions. In 
introducing the final anthem, he told of his experience teaching in Ukraine, where Christian music was discouraged.
 
Dr. Reggie Tuggle spoke to members of Bethany Presbyterian and WPC after dinner on June 4 and gave a powerful Pentecost 
sermon. Rev. Greg Gibson reflected on great sermons in our nation’s life, turning to Abraham Lincoln’s second inaugural ad-
dress and Frederick Douglass’s speech, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?”
 
Dr. Richard Culp led the children into imagining the body of Christ stretched out around the world. And Dr. Craig Barnes, 
outgoing President of Princeton Theological Seminary, led a preaching workshop, taught an adult class, responded to a Q&A 
session, and preached two worship services. Anyone who attended worship understands God’s love for older (and younger) 
children, and what it means to be a “summer” or “winter” Christian. 

From left: Rev. Reggie Tuggle, Jan Elliott, Dori Breakwell, Reggie Tuggle, Linda Barber, Rev. Dr. Richard Culp, Rev. Dr. Craig Barnes

begin soon on the new single-user restroom located on the first floor in the nursery area. 

Dave Matthias was instrumental in WPC recently receiving a safety grant from the State of 
Ohio that will be used to provide greater security and access to the building. Outside, the 
steeple and trim boards have been repainted, and behind-the-scenes work continues on 
the planned outdoor enhancements for the north and east sides of the building as well as 
parking lot lighting. Construction is expected to begin in the fall. 

http://wpcnow.org
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A Special Musical Guest
On May 22 our 10:00 am sanctuary worship service featured music by the renowned church 
music composer Craig Courtney (left). Accompanied by strings and oboe, the Chancel 
Choir offered five of Mr. Courtney’s creations, with the composer himself conducting three 
pieces. Dr. Jacoby played two of the composer’s solos keyboard pieces.  Mr. Courtney told 
the congregation of how two of his choral compositions came into being and shared a power-
ful story about  what it means to him to have conducted a mass choir of passionate Ukrainian 
singers a several years ago. After all of the time spent with pandemic restrictions, it was 
thrilling to listen again to a full choir with an instrumental ensemble (below). 

Staff Transitions
In June, WPC welcomed Omega Brown (with Pastor Tom, left) as a new custodian. Omega came to us 
from the People Ready agency and has been working on site since early spring. If you see Omega, please 
say hello and let him know we’re happy to have him on our team. As many of you know, we have been 
working with Kaiser Consulting to provide staffing for the Finance Office since last March and have been 
very fortunate to have Louise Nunley and DeeDee Sideri onsite. They’ve both done a phenomenal job, but 
they are only here temporarily. We have revised the Finance Manager position with input from Treasurer 
Doug Fell, and the Personnel Committee and are currently seeking a new full-time person for this role. We 
anticipate having this important position filled permanently by the end of September. If you know any great 
candidates, the position is listed on the WPC website.  

Eric McLaughlin, (left), our Executive Administrator, has tendered his resignation to accept a position in 
the hospital industry, where he has previous experience. His last day was Friday, August 12. We have been 
very blessed by Eric’s collegiality and leadership, joining us in the early months of the pandemic (June 
2020), providing critical personnel, and administrative leadership for our church. 

Elisa Perkins (left), our Administrative Assistant, has accepted a new position with greater responsibilities 
and benefits commensurate with the bachelor’s degree she earned in May. Since joining our staff this time 
last year, we have been blessed by Elisa’s cheerful hospitality and excellent organizational skills. Her last day 
in the office was Friday, August 12. 

(And our choir members thoroughly enjoyed rehears-
ing and making music with him.) 

Beginning in June our Chancel Choir moved into 
Summer Choir mode (left), rehearsing solely on Sun-
day mornings prior to the 10 am service. We were 
happy to be able to support our guest preachers with 
a good turnout of singers.

Children’s Ministry  (Crib - 6th Grade)

Vacation Bible School “CELEBRATE”
Monday, June 6 - Friday, June 10
Our theme at Vacation Bible School (VBS) was CELEBRATE! Parties in the Bible. 
We had fantastic weather, outstanding volunteers, a huge group of kids, loads of 
youth helpers and an abundance of Holy Spirit moments.  It was a week to rejoice 
and CELEBRATE!
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Summer Sunday School – Picture Book Theology
Summer Sunday School focused on Matthew 25:34-40 by reading Scripture, a children’s 
storybook that relates to the theme of the day and then did a hands-on activity connect-
ing to several WPC outreach/mission projects.  

• Garden Stone – a gift for the Evans Family (recipients of our Habitat house)
• Sack Lunches – we helped put together lunches for the homeless 
• Hygiene Kits – we put 24 kits together for Faith Mission
• School Supplies – we stuffed 10 backpacks for Salem Elementary School
• Tied “fringe” blankets – My Very Own Blanket (foster kids)

Kick-Off Sunday is August 21
Balloons, games,food, fun, fellowship, music and a “NEW” Sunday school year (see back page). Following the 10am worship, 
join the PARTY on the East Lawn and Village Green in front of the church.

Third Grade Bible Presentation is August 28
Each 3rd grade child receives a Deep Blue Bible at WPC. The 3rd graders are presented their NEW bible at the 10am worship 
service. This is a beloved tradition for our families. If you have a third-grader, please contact Jenni Whitford for more informa-
tion.  
Club 45 is a fellowship group for 4th and 5th graders (and friends). Our first meeting is August 26 from 7-9pm. It will be a 
high-energy, get-to-know-you night with food, games and FUN!

ChoirPlus is a mid-week program for K-5th grades that includes music, workshops, 
and DINNER on Thursdays, from 5-7pm. Music: The children learn sacred songs, sing 
at the 10am worship once month, present the Christmas Pageant at the Family Christmas 
Eve Service, and help lead worship one Sunday in the Spring. Workshops: Children study 
a Bible story for 3-5 weeks, using the different senses to learn. Workshops are: Art, Tem-
ple School, Video, Storytelling, Drama, Cooking, Science, and Games. ChoirPlus starts 
October 13.

Save the Date for PARENTS NIGHT OUT
Friday, Sept 30 (6-8:30pm) 
Enjoy a night out while Presbyterian Women (PW) supply the gramma-power, dinner, crafts, games and loads of fun for your kids.
Price:$25/child or $45/max for a family. RSVP at https://bit.ly/3Pdmev8.

Youth Ministry  (7th - 12th Grades)

This Summer has been a blast!
Our biggest highlights would be our trip to King’s Island, our Summer Mission Trip 
(S’MOREs Trip) to Montreat, and helping Broad Street Food Pantry with their ‘Fresh 
Produce Giveaway.’ The trip to King’s Island was amazing! Lines were quite short and 
the weather was not too hot, allowing us to go up on every ride that we wanted! (We 
even got to go on some of the fun water rides to cool off)!

We also had some times of meaningful service, both on our trip to Montreat and to 
Broad Street Food Pantry. At both, we assisted local ministries in their efforts to serve 
their local community. Whether we were in the heart of Columbus, at First Presbyte-
rian Church in Kingsport, TN, or at the youth conference in Montreat, NC, we got to 
serve and love others both home and on the road. Montreat was particularly special. 
Even though it was our first time there, we got to bond with many other Presbyterian 
youth from across the country. 

https://bit.ly/3Pdmev8
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Mission

“Our” Afghan Family
Since early June, our congregation has been working with Community Refugee and 
Immigration Services as a Welcome Team for Fatime (age 52) and her son, Ali Reza 
(age 22), featured right with Pastor Tom, Pastor Betsy, and WPC member Sheri Hol-
comb. Your generosity has been inspiring! WPC provided everything they needed to 
furnish their apartment and move from a refugee camp to Columbus. Church mem-
bers are helping them to learn English and helping in the job search. They enjoyed 
their first ice cream at Graeter’s, and their first game of corn hole (demonstrating lots 
of talent)!

We Built the Walls, Now We Get to Finish the House
What a great Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Day we had on Saturday, July 30!  The walls 
are up now on both the first and the second floors. The address is 1396 Genessee Ave. in the 
Linden neighborhood. Our next volunteer day will be Saturday, September 3. We’ll meet 
at the house at 8:30am. All are welcome—no experience is needed. Please bring a lunch, and 
please sign up here: https://bit.ly/3dy2THR or contact Pastor Tom at 614-885-5355 or 
trice@wpcnow.org. It’s fun, and it’s deeply satisfying to see the difference we are making 

Thanks to our own youth (Elliot) who encouraged us to sign up, we all even got to serve 
everyone there by joining their Youth Choir. We have had a wonderful summer, and we 
look forward to what God has in store for us this fall! Make sure to check out the upcom-
ing Fall Ministry Guide to see what we have coming up, and join us August 21 at 5pm for 
the Youth Kick-Off Party! 

Salem Shark Friendzy 
The evening of the Shark Friendzy at Salem Elementary School was hot, but 
clear, and with volunteers, there were a little under 400 people. Everyone 
had a ticket for a meal, so everyone had a hot dog and bun, chips, water, and 
dessert/freezy pop. The money that WPC donated helped to buy the hot dogs 
and other supplies for the meal.   
     
The pictures do not capture all of the fun that the kids had playing the games. 
They had a great time at the games: They had a cake walk, ring toss, hula 
hoop competition, face painting, bowling pin pull, pinatas, corn hole, connect 
four, hop scotch, and a popcorn machine. This kind of activity is a great 
way for families to get together. Getting to know each other is so important.  
Getting to talk together gives families a chance to get more support in all the 
school functions their children have. Parents can ask each other questions 
that they may not ask at school. It is so important to establish a village for the 
families and children. The district has asked Salem’s Family Ambassador to 
make a copy of the steps involved in this event so other schools can do the 
same thing. Thank you again, for donating to this cause with Mission funds.  

They thoroughly enjoyed our church family picnic. Ali Reza has helped build our Habitat for Humanity house, and WPC young 
adults took him to his first Crew game. There is more to do in the coming months to support Fatime and Ali Reza as they adjust 
to life here and as they experience their first winter!  If you would like to help in any way, please contact Sheri Holcomb at 
swholcomb59@gmail.com or 614-595-9054. 

https://bit.ly/3dy2THR
mailto:trice%40wpcnow.org.?subject=
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New Missions for Mountain 
of Light in Honduras
For more than 20 years, Montaña de 
Luz in Honduras has evolved to meet 
the changing needs of children and 
families affected by HIV/AIDS. Once an 
orphanage for children dying of AIDS, 
the Mountain of Light today operates 
a group home and serves more than 40 
families in communities beyond the 
mountaintop facility.

Montaña de Luz is no longer an orphan-
age. Several of the youth at MdL today 
have a living parent or other relatives 
who cannot provide for their medical, 
educational and healthcare needs. So, 
MdL is their temporary home until they 
can be placed in a foster home or reunit-
ed with family. “Temporary” typically 
means several years. As Honduras has 
moved away from institutional care, 
more and more of the children of MdL 
have been placed in foster care. Today, 
about a dozen young people live at the 
MdL facilities. The youngest full-time 
resident is a newborn baby girl.

“The best place for a young person is 
a family’s house, not a group home,” 
said Doug Haddix, a longtime WPC 
member who serves as president of 
the board of directors of Montaña de 
Luz. “As our mission changes, we 
are able to help far more Hondurans 
than when our sole focus was a group 
home.”

Today, the Mountain of Light serves 
more than 40 families in commu-
nities near and far from the main 
facility. MdL provides various types 
of support: health, educational and 
psychological. In addition, six fami-
lies will take part in a pilot project to 
help them establish a regular income. 
For instance, one family will receive a 
tortilla-making machine that will qua-
druple their daily supply of tortillas 
for sale.

In addition, a new program will focus 
on support for single mothers. For 

the first time in 15 years, HIV rates are 
increasing in Honduras; an estimated 
1 in 8 new mothers is HIV positive. 
Many of the poorest single mothers 
have no access to clean water, so they 
cannot use baby formula; breast feeding 
can transmit HIV to their baby. Some 
expectant and new mothers will live at 
the Mountain of Light to receive proper 
healthcare, nutrition and postpartum 
support. Others will receive support in 
their own homes.

Over the years, dozens of volunteers 
from WPC have journeyed to Honduras 
to help the Mountain of Light. Please 
continue to pray for the young people 
and families in Honduras. If you’d like 
to make a financial gift to support the 
new programs, you may send a check to 
Montaña de Luz, P.O. Box 410, Worth-
ington, OH 43085, or donate securely 
online at www.montanadeluz.org/give. 
If you have questions or suggestions, 
please contact Doug Haddix at 614-
205-5420 or by email at doug.haddix@
gmail.com. Thanks for your enduring 
support for the Mountain of Light!

Adult Education Series: Mission Possible Starts August 21
Join us for a three-week series (at 9 am in Room 222 and on Zoom), to learn about the 
beginnings of some of our beloved WPC mission outreach ministries. 
August 21: “Tales of the Turkey Ladies” with Marylou Posey and Pam Hume--
how and why they started our Thanksgiving Boxes, Mission to Romania and more...
August 28: “My Very Own Blanket” with Jessica Hollins Rudolph--how and why 
she started a ministry for foster children 
September 11: “The Charitable Pharmacy and Habitat for Humanity” with 
Richard Birnie and Pastor Tom Rice. We have an exciting program year ahead, and 
classes for parents of all ages. Check out our Fall Ministry Guide during Kick-Off 
Sunday, August 21.

This makeshift outhouse is now used by one of the 
families served by MdL’s new Healthy
Families Honduras program. Goals include 
improving living conditions and sanitation for the 
40+ families.

Staff at the Mountain of Light in Honduras holds 
a strategy session with MdL representatives from 
the United States. The group reached consensus 
to expand programs for expectant and new single 
mothers, as well as a pilot program to help fami-
lies launch sustainable small businesses.

A young woman who lives at Montaña de Luz 
in Honduras rushes to greet Executive
Director Anna Jackson during a May visit.

mailto:doug.haddix%40gmail.com.?subject=
mailto:doug.haddix%40gmail.com.?subject=
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Fearless Generosity is the theme for our annual Generosity 
Campaign which will kick off October 16. Over the coming 
weeks you will hear more about fearless living, service, sowing 
and giving, all leading up to Dedication Sunday, November 6. 
Look for more information about this in the church’s weekly 
updates as this nears. 

The Bible verse we have chosen to lead us during our cam-
paign is Ephesians 3:20-21. Now to him who by the power at 
work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than 
all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

773 High Street
Worthington, OH 43085


