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Dear friends: 

I’ve long had a lover’s quarrel 
with New Year’s resolutions. On 
the one hand, it’s convenient 
and helpful to have a built-in 
excuse to pause, reconsider, 
and make a few helpful course 

corrections. On the other hand, most of us spend 
a fair amount of time and energy trying to live 
into our best selves each day, making course 
corrections when we first notice the need.  

As we turn the page on another calendar year, 
I’ve decided less to resolve and more to focus. In 
fact, sometimes I think the best thing the church 
could do for our people is to intercept entropy, 
to counterbalance the natural fraying and 
disorder that so easily creeps into our day-to-day 
existence.  

Thus, our January sermon series will be called 
“Unsubscribe” and explore how faith can 
intercept entropy, specifically by helping us 
unsubscribe from assumptions and patterns the 
cause fragmentation and fraying. I hope you’ll 
make a special effort to join us and invite loved 
ones to come along. 

I look forward to growing with you.   

Warmly,

   

From Bob Henderson

Covenant Presbyterian is a dynamic Christian community that 
gladly invites all people into a transformational experience of 
faith; boldly proclaims the gospel; bravely works toward a whole 
and just world; and passionately nurtures discipleship.

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:45 a.m. Traditional Service in the Chapel

9:30 a.m. Contemporary Service in the Sanctuary
10:45 a.m. Contemporary Family Service in Fellowship Hall

11:00 a.m. Traditional Service in the Sanctuary
Join us online:

www.covenantpresby.org
facebook.com/CovenantPresby

Stewardship Update
As we enter a new year, we write to update you on 
the status of pledges to Covenant for 2023. As of 
this print deadline (12/21), we have received pledges 
totaling $2,620,360. This includes 141 households 
that increased their pledges from 2022. That's good 
news, but we are still 23 percent short of our pledge 
goal of $3,383,550.

 Any pledge helps us fulfill our mission.  We ask you 
to commit so that we may position our ministries 
for the greatest impact, specifically as we respond 
to the economic realities facing the church and 
our staff, strengthen mission partnerships, and 
invest in strong programming for and care of our 
congregation.

 The Session will adopt a budget on January 25 that 
may include necessary adjustments should we fall 
short of our goal. Please visit CovenantPresby.org/
pledge, return a pledge card available in you’re the 
pew racks or call the church office to speak with Bill 
Keith or Virginia Rumbley.
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Adult Groups & Programs 
Share, Learn, Support, Grow
Whether on Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings or other times during the week, adults of all 
ages and stages gather to live into faith together.

Reimagining Paul: Begins January 1
The apostle Paul travelled extensively, seeding the early church 
by sharing the gospel with distant communities and staying in 
touch by writing letters. While these letters make up some of the 
most quoted scripture in the New Testament, they also contain 
many challenging and misunderstood passages. 

This year we examine the context in which Paul wrote, the 
churches he wrote to, and how his words still bring life to our 
faith 2,000 years later. Join the journey by subscribing for daily 
emails (use QR code right), reading along in your Bible, and/or 
attend any of our four Wednesday evening sessions where we 
learn more about scripture. 

Daily readings begin January 1.
Bookmark with scripture readings available in 
Sanctuary and Welcome Center

Sessions with Bob Henderson and Shea Watts will be on 
Wednesdays, January 11, 18, 25, February 1 at 6:30 p.m. in room 
207 in the Fellowship hall. 
(Sessions available on Zoom)

Scan QR code to 
signup for daily 

readings 
via email.

COMING UP: "Did He Really Say That?" Lenten devotions exploring the hard teachings of Jesus.

Convocation Sunday: January 8 at 9:30 a.m.

Dr. Timothy Beal
Dr. Timothy Beal, author of When Time is Short and a professor 
at Case Western Reserve University, will share his work on 
creation, biblical studies and finding hope in trying times. As 
an international expert in Biblical literature, religion in America, 
critical theory and religion in culture, Beal has 17 published 
monographs, 43 peer-reviewed journal articles and book 
chapters and nine single-authored books. He has been awarded 
17 prestigious and competitive national grants and fellowships 
on a scale rarely encountered in the humanities.

Beal will discuss his books and explore their topics 
with Dr. Suzanne Henderson in Fellowship Hall.



4

OPEN TABLE 

Are you trying to down-size your living situation and the "stuff" you've ac-
cumulated over the years? Cindy Greer is the founder and owner of Transi-
tion With Care, LLC, a Charlotte-based senior move management firm spe-
cializing in assisting adults 55 and older with downsizing and relocating. 
Cindy guides us through the following:
• Where to start
• The realities of down-sizing
• The process and helpful tools 
• Advice to those helping seniors downsize

Caring for her own mother and grandmother inspired Cindy to modify her 
career path as an interior designer and pursue a career in the senior care 
industry. She held marketing positions in the senior housing and home 
care industry as well as for the Parkinson Association of the Carolinas. 

Wednesday, January 18  6:30 p.m.
The Realities of DownSizing

Wednesday, January 11  6:30 p.m.
Change, Loss, & Transition 
within Relationships
The COVID-19 Pandemic brought many changes to our lives, 
including relationships. Our real feelings and needs may 
not have been as easily communicated and tended to in 
comparison to the past. Some  friendships may have gone to 
the wayside, some may have become stronger; regardless of 
the direction, things have and will continue to change.  

Come engage in a group based discussion, facilitated by 
Licensed Clinical mental health Counselors, Jacki Greco 
and Kayla Jones, to explore these changes, losses, and 
transitions and navigate how to make time and space to truly 
connect with those important to us.

Open Table Dinners are prepared by Chef Johnny from 
5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Gluten 
Free options available. Cost is $9 for adults, $6 for 
children 2-12, with a family max of $36.  Programming 
is available for children, youth, and adults.  Meals may be 
paid for in person or prepaid on our website: covenantpresby.org/wednesdays

Kayla Jones

Jacki Greco
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Mission & Outreach
Serve in the Community and the World
Our local and global outreach ministries build caring and nurturing relationships with people 
struggling with poverty, homelessness or hunger. Come to an event or project to learn more.

The Kinship Project
Learn how God calls us to build relationships with those who are 
marginalized and simultaneously develop friendships within the 
church community. This March, a group of Covenant volunteers will 
participate in the Kinship Project, a program that puts context to 
service through reading assignments, podcasts, and videos. 

The Kingship Project will meet to serve at Room In The Inn every 
Tuesday in March and will also participate in opening and closing 
retreats on March 5 and April 2.

Covenant member Jim Dobbins participated in the Kinship Project 
last year: “Those evenings opened our eyes to each neighbor’s 
unique story, needs, aspirations, and abilities. The assigned 
readings and lessons, as well as our time of fellowship before and 
after our RITI service, gave us the opportunity to reflect on the 
context of scripture, on the perspectives of leaders in this field, 
and most importantly, on the needs of our neighbors. The upshot 
of these four weeks was a greater understanding of what it means 
to be in community – i.e kinship – with our neighbors of every 
background and circumstance.” 

Avery County: Habitat for Humanity March 29 - April 1
Spend a few days in Avery County, North Carolina, swinging hammers and laying the foundation  
for a home alongside our partners at Habitat for Humanity. Scott Roehrig will lead our trip,  
beginning on Wednesday, March 29 and ending on Saturday, April 1. 

To participate in either projects, email Nikki Zimmermann at Nikki.zimmermann@covenantpresby.org.

 COMING IN FEBRUARY

Open Table Series 
A Christian Response to Gun Violence
Hear from community leaders about the uptick  
in gun violence and how to best respond as a community of faith.

February 1: Bob Henderson and Luke Maybry have a conversation about violence in Charlotte
February 8: Panel conversation about violence in Charlotte with local mission partners
February 15: Learn about violence in Scripture with scholars Dr. Rodney Sadler and Dr. Richard Boyce

 COMING IN MARCH
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Covenant Youth
Discovering a Love of Service and a Passion for Prayer
We recognize the immense potential of each and every young mind – the potential to shape, not only 
our congregation, but the entire community. 

High School Youth
The Fall and early Winter of 2022 were packed for Covenant High 
School Youth!  Over the course of the late Fall we completed a ton 
of service projects, participated in worship, completed studies 
on Advent and the Book of Psalms, and celebrated Christmas and 
Friendsgiving! With the beginning of a new calendar year may come 
shorter days but rest assured that High School Youth will be taking 
full advantage of them.  

Following their first semester exams, Covenant High School 
Students are looking forward to hitting the slopes on their Winter 
Ski Retreat to Winterplace, WV on January 20-22.

To learn more, contact Martin Pruitt, Director of High School Youth 
Ministries, at martin.pruitt@covenantpresby.org or 704.804.7563

Middle School Youth
Middle School Youth kicks off 2023 on January 8. 

We hope all of our youth families got to enjoy 
the holidays and can’t wait to see them again in 
Sunday School and youth group! Middle School 
Youth can stay up to date on our calendar, and 
sign up to participate in our February Winter 
Retreat, through our website. 

To learn more, contact Alyssa  Pacheco, Director 
of Middle School Ministries, at alyssa.pacheco@
covenantpresby.org or 704.804.7569.
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Children's Ministry 
A Welcome and Vital Part of Our Community
On Sundays, Wednesdays and through our weekday preschool, we share Christian values in a 
variety of ways — through songs, drama, crafts and service. 

To sign up or ask questions about becoming 
a volunteer teacher, contact Dailyn Sailor, 

Director of Children's Ministry, at 704.804.7593 or 
dailyn.sailor@covenantpresby.org

B.L.A.S.T. Resumes January 11
B.L.A.S.T, which stands for "Bible Learning and 
Sharing Together," resumes January 11 at 5:45 
p.m. in the Power Up room. In this gathering, 
children enjoy learning bible stories, important 
scripture passages, and fun activities like making 
prayer bracelets.

Milestones Coming Up

• 5th grade "Faith and Sexuality" Workshop: 
February 11, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m.

• 4th grade "Sacred Spaces" March 5, 2023 
(Time TBD)

• Kindergarten Easter Play- April 8, 2023 at 
10:00 a.m.

Sunday Teachers Needed
It's easy, fun and we supply all of the curriculum 
and supplies.  This is a beautiful way to build that 
Christian “village” right here at Covenant. 

School Year: January 3 – February 3

Preschool Registration 2023-24
 Application available at covenantpresby.org/preschool. 
Open House on Thursday, January 19 at 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Guided by rigorous standards, Covenant Preschool's early 
childhood program assures that your child is thriving in a learning 
environment that encourages development physically, cognitively, 
socially, and emotionally.

We also encourage the development of a child's faith. Children 
participate in monthly chapel services and age-appropriate 
Bible stories. They are taught to appreciate God's creation and 
themselves as God's children. We do this all with a family-oriented 
philosophy that encourages parents and caregivers to observe and 
participate in their child's development. For more information, 
contact Sarah Askins at sarah.askins@covenantpresby.org.
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All singing choirs resume on January 11 
January is a Great Time to Sing or Ring in a Choir. 
The Music Ministry at Covenant has a place for musicians from age 
four throughout adulthood. Do you like to sing, ring handbells or play 
an instrument? Would you like to learn more about music or develop a 
talent you’ve never explored? We have a place for you. With children, 
youth and adult choirs, an adult handbell ensemble, a flute choir, an 
active slate of carilloneurs, and instrumentalists of all types, we can 
guide you to use your gifts in worship. 

Voice Class for the Congregational Choir
Do you feel self-conscious singing hymns with others nearby? Brush up—
or learn for the first time—singing basics to improve your confidence and 
singing enjoyment. January 11-February 15, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Children’s Choirs 
Meet on Wednesday nights, K-1 (rm 201) and 2-3 
grades (rm 315), 5:45-6:30 p.m. and 4-5 graders  
(rm 315) 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.  
Register by using the QR code on this page.

Youth Singers 
Meet on Sunday mornings, 10:30 a.m. (rm 315)

Covenant Choir
Meets on  Wednesdays, 6:30-8:15 p.m.  
(Peek Music Room below the sanctuary)

Have questions? Contact Heather Potter, Director of 
Traditional Music heather.potter@covenantpresby.org 
or 704-804-7581.

Also available for youth:
Youth Strings Ensemble resumes January 11, 5:30 p.m. in the chapel.
Youth Handbell Ensemble resumes January 11, 5:15 p.m., room 320.

Adults interested in ringing handbells? 
Contact Rob Dicks at Rob.Dicks@covenantpresby.org or 704-804-7582

Music & Arts
Worship Actively Through Music and Arts
We recognize the immense potential of each and every young mind – the potential to shape, not only 
our congregation, but the entire community. 
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Recreation Ministry
Strengthen the Mind, Body and Spirit
Nurture your spiritual and physical health through our ministry of wellness, fitness and fun. We 
offer our facilities and programs in support of our members and neighbors in Charlotte.

Recreation Wing Memberships
Looking for a place to work on your New Year’s fitness goals? 
The Covenant Rec Wing is currently running a January member-
ship special. 

For details go to: covenantpresby.org/recreation-ministry

Below are just a few of our offerings.

Personal Training
If you need expert help on reaching your fitness goals, then 
sign up and enlist the services of one of our professional fit-
ness trainers. Whether you are looking to rehab from an injury 
or just get in better shape, we can help you get there the fastest 
and safest way possible. Email the Recreation Ministry Director 
at kevin.harper@covenantpresby.org for more details

45+ Basketball
Over 45 years old and looking for a way to get in shape, have 
fun, and possibly relive your glory days on the court? Join our 
45+ basketball group each Sunday from 3:30-5:30 p.m. in the 
Rec Wing. $5 drop in fee or free for paid Recreation Wing mem-
bers.

Yoga at Covenant
Covenant is ringing in the new year with several new yoga offer-
ings this year. Go to the Recreation Ministry website at https://
www.covenantpresby.org/recreation-ministry for details on 
class times and costs.

Pickleball
The fastest growing sport in America is at Covenant and we now 
have regular court times every Thursday from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
$5 drop in fee or free for Recreation Wing members.

Hip Hop Fitness Class
Come join Lem Houston as he leads a high energy class that 
will get your heart pumping! Great exercise and great music are 
in the menu for Hip Hop Fitness Sundays at 2:00 p.m. in the Rec 
Wing on the gym floor. The class is $10 (pay the instructor).
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What Does the Women’s Retreat Mean to You?
“The first year I went to the Women's Retreat, I had no idea what to 
expect. It didn't take long for me to realize that the experience was 
going to be magical in so many ways. It was a time of connecting 
not just with the other women, but with myself.  It was a time to 
slow down and get in touch with what's important in life. I allowed 
myself to become immersed in the shared fellowship and caring 
that surrounded me at every turn.  I've also loved developing 
new friendships with women of all ages and stages. It's been a 
particular joy to share the retreat experience each year with my 
beautiful daughter, Katie Estridge. I have not missed a single 
retreat since that first experience years ago." — Anne Gildea

Friday, February 3 - Sunday, February 5
Women’s Weekend: My Soul Finds Rest
Women's Weekend hosted by Presbyterian Women at Crowne Plaza Resort in Asheville.
All women are invited to join Covenant friends old and new for "My Soul Finds Rest," 
a women's retreat weekend in Asheville. We will gather at the Crowne Plaza Resort for 
fellowship, fun and restoration. Activities include a balance of whole and small group 
opportunities as well as ample time for individual choice. To sign up use the QR code.

Adult Retreats 2023 
Take Time for Yourself and Like-Minded Friends

What Does the Men’s Getaway Mean to You?
“I attended the Men’s Getaway Retreat before joining the church. 
I knew very few people. One of my first new acquaintances and 
hiking partners has since become one of my best friends. On 
my second retreat I was amazed at how many men I knew, and 
I enjoyed getting to know them better. That’s how the men’s 
retreat works. In an isolated, relaxing environment with lots of 
optional activities and socialization, you meet old friends and 
make new friends. For a church that is steadily growing with 
new members, it's an ideal way to grow into the church family. 
Casual acquaintances become more friendly acquaintances, and 
even stronger friendships as we reunite into service and mission 
activities. I will not miss the Men’s Getaway." — Alan Morrow

Friday March 24- Sunday March 26 
Men’s Getaway 2023
All men are invited to Etowah Valley Golf and Resort for a time 
of fellowship.  We will come together from for hiking, golf, and 
camaraderie. If you have any questions, please contact Tommy 
Haughton. To sign up see the QR code right.
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Outdoor Ministry
Cultivating Our Faith and Our Community

Our mission is to provide members of our community practical 
opportunities to experience nature; deepen relationships with the 
church, each other and our natural surroundings; and grow in 
faithful stewardship of the environment. 

January 21 at 8:30 a.m.
Outdoor Ministry’s Earth Care
Join our team in the Columbarium to install mulch throughout 
the garden. If you have a wheelbarrow, please bring it along with 
rakes, pitchforks or other suitable hand tools for transferring and 
spreading bulky mulch. Work gloves, closed-toed shoes, seasonal 
coverings and drinking water are recommended.  Our rain date is 
1:00 p.m. Sunday, January 22.  

Contact Bruce Chapman at brucemary.chapman@gmail.com

TLC (Travel, Learn, Connect)
Covenant’s Active Adults Group Enjoys Learning and Travel (and Good Food) 

January 18, 2023
TLC invites you to a program with Rob Dicks. 
Refreshments and fellowship will begin at 10:30 a.m. 
with program to follow at 11:00 a.m. 

Robert Dicks studied organ with Dr. Jesse Eschbach at 
the University of North Texas, where he graduated with 
a degree in organ performance. He served as organ 
scholar at the Cathedral of All Saints in Milwaukee, 
WI and Church of the Incarnation in Dallas, TX. He 
also won first place for repertoire and hymn playing 
in the William Hall Pipe Organ Competition. After 
graduating, he served as the Lloyd Cast Organ Fellow 
at The Cathedral of All Saints in Albany, NY where he 
taught and accompanied the oldest men-and-boys 
choir in the United States. In Wilmington, DE he taught and accompanied at the Choir School of Delaware, an 
intergenerational choir that provided academic support and choral training to the young people of Wilmington. In 
addition, Rob has played concerts at various churches around the country and here in North Carolina including, 
Davidson Presbyterian College, Wingate University and for the Charlotte American Guild of Organists.

To RSVP, please contact Michelle Williamson michelle.williamson@covenantpresby.org or 704-804-7560.



1000 East Morehead Street, Charlotte, NC 28204

Marriage Seminar
Newly engaged or married couples

Katherine Kerr and Serenitye 
Taylor will equip you with skills 
and insights for cultivating healthy 
relationships.

Saturday, February 25
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall

We ask couples to complete an 
assessment in advance. Contact 
Lynne.Koeniger@covenantpresby.org  
by February 17 for details and 
registration. 


