
COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MEETING OF SESSION 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2026 
7:00 P.M. 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

1. Approval of August 10, 2026, Session Meeting Minutes (pp. 2-4). Philip 
James, Clerk of Session, moves that the minutes of this meeting be 
approved as written. 

2. Approval of Called Session Meeting Minutes in August to receive new 
members (p. 5). Philip James, Clerk of Session, moves that the minutes 
of these meetings be approved as written. 

3. Approval of request for changes to active roll (p. 6) 

4. Approval of baptisms (p. 7) 

 

 
INFORMATION ITEMS 

1. August 2026 Treasurer’s Report (pp. 8-9) 

2. Presbytery Meeting Minutes (pp. 10-11) 

3. Congregational Care Ministry Report (p. 12) 

4. Clerk’s Communications (p. 13) 

 

FUTURE EVENTS 

• September 20 Congregational Meeting  10:30 a.m. Sanctuary 

• September 20 Courtney Shudak ordination 4:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

• October 4   World Communion Sunday 

• October 12   Elder Dinner     6:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall 

• October 24  Presbytery of Charlotte Meeting 9:30 a.m. Providence PC 

• November 1  All Saints’ Day 

• November 9   Session Meeting   7:00 p.m. Peek Room 

• November 15  Commitment Sunday and Covenant Impacts Charlotte 

• December 14 Session Meeting   6:30 p.m. Peek Room 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

MINUTES OF THE SESSION MEETING ON 
MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 2026 

 
Session Members in Attendance:  
  
Class of 2026:  B. Cathey, J. Delery, V. DiSandro, J. Dobbins, D. Frost, J. McAbee, J. 

McAlister, T. Moore, L. Watson, S. Wilson 
  
Class of 2027: A. Abrahm, J. Beyer, A. Chinery, J. Emken, A. Gildea, V. Hindman, P. 

James, A. Liu, J. Schriefer, K. Spivey 
  
Class of 2028:  T. Coley, J. Hamilton, E. Holloway, L. McCormick, A. Morrow, E. 

Schubert, D. Thomas, C. Tucker 
  
Installed Ministers: K. Kerr, G. Lindvall, S. Taylor 
  
Other Staff: C. Shudak, M. K. Sykes, M. Keith 
  
  
Call to Order and Opening Prayer-Bob Henderson, Moderator 
The Moderator called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm in the Peek Music Room and 
opened the meeting with a devotion and prayer. 
  
Determination of Quorum and Adoption of Agenda 
The Moderator declared that a quorum was present and made a motion to adopt the 
meeting agenda and the Consent Agenda with one edit to the minutes from the June 29 
called Session Meeting to acknowledge that Anne Gildea was present. The motion was 
approved on vote by the attendees.  
  
  
Administration: Vince DiSandro, Finance Committee Chair 
DiSandro distributed a current financials handout. He reminded Session that our 
Operations Manual stipulates that Session be made aware of any budget variance over 
$25,000.  To that end he shared detail about a current expense variance of $96,000 for 
the Administration Ministry.  Most of this variance is due to a necessary accounting 
reclassification of income items that should actually reflect as expenses and HVAC 
repairs expense.  Because of the reclassification this variance is not a net 
negative. DiSandro emphasized that the intent of reviewing such variances is to provide 
ongoing transparency to Session. He then opened the floor for questions.  
  
Personnel:  John Beyer, Chair 
Beyer provided an update on two staff openings.  The Children’s Ministry Co-Director 
Search Committee has a strong candidate and they are hopeful that this position will be 
filled very soon.  Regarding the Dean of the Center for Spiritual Formation a job 
description has been written and a search committee has been formed. 
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Beyer then introduced John McAlister chair of the Transition Team to give a 
report.  McAlister shared that the team is currently focused on communication to the 
congregation, upcoming information/listening sessions, preparations for the celebration 
of Bob’s ministry on September 13 and identification of an interim pastor.  He shared 
that our last senior minister transition took 2 years from retirement announcement to 
new minister’s first Sunday in the pulpit and that we should anticipate a similar duration 
for this transition.  He answered a few questions and told the group that the next 
Windows update will focus on who is carrying which responsibilities between September 
13 and the arrival of an interim senior minister.   

  
Planning and Evaluation: Derek Thomas, Chair 
Thomas informed Session that plaques have been installed in the Sanctuary that 
reference the change in images as a result of the Arts Task Forces’ social justice 
work.  He then shared copies of a brochure detailing the stained-glass windows 
revisions.  These brochures will be available in the narthex and the Welcome Center. 
  
Congregational Care: No Report 
  
Congregational Life: No Report 
  
Education: Jordan Schriefer, Chair 
Schriefer opened her report by sharing an update on the new Milestone’s focus for the 
Children’s and Youth Ministries and the ways that .  She then shared an update from 
Vacation Bible School week and celebrated the good work of staff and volunteers that 
resulted in a great week. 
  
Mission and Outreach: Amanda Abrahm, Chair 
Abrahm reported on the recent collaboration between M & O and Education that 
enabled Covenant to send high school youth to Reynosa.  She also shared updates on 
the Davidson/Stapleton and People In Mission program and the Avery County trip 
during which $203,000 in grants were awarded to organizations involved in Hurricane 
Helene relief.  
  
Worship: No report 
  
Clerk’s Report: Philip James, Clerk of Session 
James recognized Janet Delery who provided an update on the work of the Elder 
Nominating Committee.  Delery began by expressing appreciation for Sarah Wilson who 
served as co-chair and the other members of the committee.  She noted that the 
committee received over 70 nominations from the congregation. She then shared the 
recommended slate of elders for the Class of 2029 and asked that they be held on 
confidence until the fall newsletter is published. Delery closed by presenting a motion 
that the Session call a congregational meeting for the purposes of hearing a report from 
the Elder Nominating committee electing 10 adult elders to the class of 2029, electing 
two youth elders to serve a one-year term beginning January 1, 2027, and 
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electing those qualified and accepting of the status of Elder Emeritus/Emerita. This 
meeting will also serve as the annual meeting of the Corporation. The Clerk noted 
that other business at this meeting will be the congregational vote on the dissolution of 
relationship with Bob Henderson (a Presbytery requirement). The motion carried. 
  
James resumed the Clerk’s report by noting that Committee on Assignments work will 
begin in September. He shared a reminder that the September 14 Session dinner 
meeting will be held at the Rise on Clanton and that Katherine Kerr will moderate. 
Henderson recommended that Session endorse Kerr as moderator. That endorsement 
was moved, seconded and approved.  
  
Old Business/New Business: None 
  
Staff Announcements/Pastoral Concerns 
Katherine Kerr expressed thanks for her recent sabbatical.  The Moderator and 
members of staff lifted up current prayer concerns. 
  
The Moderator then offered a message of appreciation for the work of this Session and 
the vibrant partnership he has shared with the group citing Proverbs 17 and sharing a 
token of remembrance with each Session member.  
  
Closing Prayer 
Kim Spivey, Assistant Clerk invited Session into a time of shared prayer of gratitude for 
the many ways Bob Henderson has positively impacted the lives of individuals and the 
collective congregation of Covenant.  Katherine Kerr concluded the prayer with a 
blessing at 8:25 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

  
Philip James, Clerk    Robert W. Henderson, Moderator 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

CALLED SESSION MEETINGS 
Sundays, August 16, 30, 2026 

 
Covenant held two Called Session Meetings on a Sunday morning for the purpose of 
receiving new members. Lora Borrelli introduced the following new members and 
information: 
 
August 1, 2026 
Lilli Gerardi  Restored to active membership from Affiliate Membership 
 
August 16, 2026 
Shelby Stanley Reaffirmation 
 
August 30, 2026 
Kindl Detar  Transfer Letter—Dilworth United Methodist Church, Charlotte  
Scott Detar  Transfer Letter—Dilworth United Methodist Church, Charlotte 
Philip Dusek.  Transfer Letter—Independent Presbyterian Church, Savannah, GA 
 
 
 
Active (confirmed) members as of 8/30/2026: 2928 
2026 new members as of 8/30/2026:  69 
2026 new affiliate members as of 8/30/2026:  0 
2026 transfers as of 8/30/2026: 11 
2026 deaths as of 8/30/2026:  17 
 

Motions of acceptance were made, seconded and approved. Each meeting adjourned 

with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

  
Philip James, Clerk    Robert W. Henderson, Moderator 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SESSION MEETING 
REQUEST FOR CHANGES IN THE ACTIVE ROLL 

 
Removed from Active Roll Per Request 

 

Name    Transferred to: ___________________________________ 

Brian Cole transfer to Holy Comforter, Charlotte, NC 

Sabrina Cole transfer to Holy Comforter, Charlotte, NC 

Ty Shaffer transfer to St Peters Catholic Church, Charlotte, NC 

Elizabeth Shaffer transfer to St Peters Catholic Church, Charlotte, NC 

Annie Foster transfer to Highland Presbyterian, Winston-Salem, NC 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SESSION ACTION ITEM 

SUMMARY 

 
SUBJECT:  Baptisms    DATE: September 10, 2026 

 
Report From:  Baptism Committee       
 
Background:  Baptisms must be approved by the Session.  
 
Process to Date:  Parents request that their children be baptized. 

Budget Impact:  None 

Actions Taken or Recommendation:  The Baptism Committee, with the support of the 

Ministry of Worship, recommends approval of the following baptisms at Covenant: 

September 13, 2026, at the 8:45 service in the Covenant Chapel 
      Collins Hunt Gaither      

Parents:  Sommer Lynn Gaither and Joseph Andrew Gaither 
 
Motion: Motion to approve the baptism of Collins Hunt Gaither. 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SESSION INFORMATION ITEM 
SUMMARY 

 
SUBJECT:  Treasurer’s Report   FROM:   Vince DiSandro, Treasurer

 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Monthly Financial Comments 
August 2026 

Income Statement Comments 
The main impacts of the August Income Statement are outlined below. 
  
Income:  Pledge receipts were above budget by $11K for the month and below budget 
by $89K on a year-to-date ("YTD") basis. Pledge receipts represent 62% of the annual 
pledge budget, which is even with the prior year and approximately two percentage 
points below the historical three-year average for the first eight months of the year.  
  
Total income was above budget by $150K for the month and above budget by $97K YTD. 
The month and YTD positions reflect lower pledge income and non-pledge contributions, 
offset by favorable Investment/Other income and Schools income, and a $185K transfer 
from restricted funds for Avery County flood relief, which is matched by an equal expense 
in Mission & Outreach. 
  
Expenses: Total expenses were above budget by $155K for the month and by $56K 
YTD. The Mission & Outreach Avery County flood relief disbursement of $185K is 
the primary driver for the variance for the month. Administration is above YTD budget by 
$47K, an improvement of $14K from July. Personnel remains below YTD budget by 
$49K. 
  
The Bottom Line:  Net Loss for the month was $183K, compared to a budgeted loss of 
$178K. On a YTD basis, Net Loss was $344K, compared to a budgeted loss of $384K. 
  
Balance Sheet Comments 
Significant changes in the Balance Sheet, as compared to the prior month, were: 
  
Line 25: Reflects the month’s net cash activity (inclusive of the transfer referenced in Line 
26). 
Line 26:Reflects transfer to operating cash. 
Lines 29 & 36: Reflect market value changes in the endowment funds. 
Line 37: Decrease reflects ministry operations expenses, offset by member donations. 
Line 40: Reflects the month’s Net Loss. 
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 COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SESSION INFORMATION ITEM 

SUMMARY 

 
SUBJECT:  Charlotte Presbytery Meeting Highlights DATE: August 15, 2026 

 
Teaching Elders in attendance: Jacquelyn McAbee, Amanda Abrahm, Jordan Schriefer, 
Campbell Tucker. 

Presbytery of Charlotte Meeting Highlights: The Presbytery of Charlotte gathered with 
joy and thanksgiving at Myers Park Presbyterian Church. The meeting opened with 
prayer by 2026 Moderator Rev. Deborah Conner of Davidson College Church, followed 
by a warm welcome from Rev. Millie Snyder, Executive Pastor of Myers Park 
Presbyterian Church. 

The gathering included a meaningful time of worship and the installation of Rev. Steven 
Werth as the Presbytery’s new General Presbyter. Rev. Dr. Ronald E. Peters of 
Pittsburgh Presbytery served as guest preacher. The Myers Park Church Choir, under 
the direction of Mark Kemp, Director of Worship Arts, provided music, with Tom Robak 
serving as organist. Rev. Werth led the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, assisted by 
elders from Myers Park. 

In his first report as General Presbyter, Rev. Werth shared highlights from his visits to 
congregations throughout the Presbytery and the mission and ministry he has 
encountered. Videos from these visits are being shared through YouTube, Facebook, 
and Instagram. He also invited pastors to a monthly prayer gathering on the third 
Thursday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at the Charlotte 24-7 Prayer Room. The 
Presbytery’s “World Communion Day of Worship and Service” is planned for Saturday, 
October 3, at Locust Church. 

The Commission on Ministry recognized the retirements of Rev. Frank Spencer, Rev. 
Dot Killian, and Rev. Bob Henderson. Rev. Daniel Heath spoke in honor of Rev. 
Henderson, who is retiring as Pastor of Covenant-Charlotte Church effective September 
15. Rev. Snyder presented Rev. Henderson with a certificate of retirement and led the 
Presbytery in a special prayer, including the laying on of hands by members of the 
Commission on Ministry, as he enters this next season of life. 

Rev. Rodger Sellers, Co-Moderator of the Ministry Resource Committee, provided an 
update on fall Lunch & Learn workshops and events. Commissioners to the 227th 
PC(USA) General Assembly in Milwaukee also shared highlights and reflections from 
their experience. 

The Commission on Preparation for Ministry reported that Allison Blackwell of Caldwell 
Church and Nicole Thompson of The Grove were approved as Candidates in the 
preparation for ministry process. Rich Lambert, Amanda Shanks, and Courtney Shudak 
were approved for ordination as Ministers of Word and Sacrament. Rich will serve as 
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Transitional Pastor at Mallard Creek Church, pending his ordination, while Amanda will 
serve as Chaplain at Union Presbyterian Seminary. Courtney Shudak will serve as a 
Pastoral Resident at Covenant-Charlotte, beginning her ministry in a role that provides 
an opportunity to grow in pastoral leadership and service. 

The Presbytery also approved Rev. Reginald Avant to serve as Associate Pastor at 
Caldwell Church and Rev. Lia Benton to serve in a shared ministry as Pastor of Third 
and MorningStar Churches. The Presbytery welcomed Rev. Antonio Lawrence as 
Temporary Pastor at Bethpage United Church and Rev. Caitlin Werth as a Chaplain 
with Atrium Health. 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SESSION INFORMATION ITEM 
SUMMARY 

 
SUBJECT: Congregational Care Ministry Report DATE: September 9, 2026

 

Report From: Congregational Care   Chair: Anne Gildea 

Vaccine Clinics:  Wednesdays in October from 3:30 to 6pm and Sunday 10/11 from 

8am to 12pm in the Welcome Center 

Pet Remembrance Gathering: 10/11, 10:30-10:55am in the Chapel – this is a place for 
anyone who has lost a pet to remember them. 

Blood Drive: September 20th 8am-1pm 

Also, Covenant Serves is well into the process of collecting recipes and stories for the 
upcoming cookbook. 

Deadline for submissions is December 1st. 
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COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

SESSION INFORMATION ITEM 
SUMMARY 

 
Subject:  Clerk’s Communications   From:  Philip James, Clerk

 
Communication has been received from the following organizations in 
acknowledgement of donations: 
 

• Bright Stars of Bethlehem 

• Volunteer Avery 

• Crossnore Communities for Chikdren 

• Lees-McRae College 
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