
Statement of Faith 
 

• GOD, The FATHER (TRINITY) Matthew 3:16-17 

God, as He is portrayed in the Bible, is the only true and living God, Creator of all 

things and rightful Ruler of the universe.  He eternally exists as one God in three 

equal, yet distinct persons:  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  These are 

completely equal in all of their attributes and perfection yet carry out distinct tasks in 

the works of creation and redemption.  He is personally involved in the lives and 

events of mankind.  He saves all who come to Him through Jesus Christ. (Genesis 1:1, 

26-27; Gen. 3:22; Deuteronomy 6:4; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; John 1:1,3; 4:24; 1 Corinthians 8:6; 1 

Peter 1:2) 

 

• JESUS CHRIST 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  He is co-equal with the Father.  He was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin. He lived a sinless life and offered Himself as 

the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all people by dying on a cross.  He resurrected 

from the dead after three days, demonstrating His power and victory over sin and 

death.  He ascended back to Heaven and will return again someday to the earth to 

gather those who have trusted Him.  He will reign forever as King of Kings and Lord 

of Lords. (Matthew 1:22-23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5;   14:10-30; Hebrews 4:14-15; 1 Timothy 6:14-15)    

 

• HOLY SPIRIT 

The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God.  He is present in the 

world to make men aware of their need for Jesus Christ.  He lives in every Christian 

from the moment they trust Christ and guarantees their salvation.  He provides the 

Christian with power for godly living, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance 

for doing what is right.  He gives every believer a gift(s) to be used for the benefit of 

the Body of Christ. (2 Corinthians 3:17; John 14:16-17, 26; 16:7-13;     Acts 1:8; Romans 8:9; 

Galatians 5:22-25; Ephesians 1:13) 

 

• THE BIBLE 

The Bible is God’s Word to us.  Human authors, under the supernatural guidance of 

the Holy Spirit, wrote it.  It is inspired (breathed) by God and is, therefore, completely 

true and without any error. It is the supreme authority in all matters of faith and 

conduct. (2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 12:6; 119:105, 160; 2 Peter 1:20-21)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• THE CHURCH  

o TWO EXPRESSIONS: 

▪ Universal Church consists of all those who have put their trust in Jesus 

for salvation and acknowledged Him as their Lord.  Jesus Christ is its only 

head. 

▪ Local Church is a group of saved individuals from a particular area who 

are organized together for the purpose of glorifying God through 

corporate worship, mutual edification and the propagation of the Gospel. 

This body is led by a group of elders under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

and the directives stated in the books of 1Timothy and Titus. 

 

o TWO ORDINANCES: 

▪ Baptism is the immersion of one who has been saved by faith in Jesus 

into water as a public declaration identifying them as a follower of Christ.  

It has no saving power or ability to earn the favor of God; however, Jesus 

set the example and commanded believers to follow His example.  
(Matthew 3:13-17; 28:19-20; Romans 6:3-4) 

▪ The Lord’s Supper was instituted by Jesus as a commemoration of His 

death.  The bread and fruit of the vine are symbols and not the actual 

body and blood of Christ.  He commanded His followers to continue the 

observance until His return to earth; but the taking of communion has no 

saving power or ability to earn favor with God.  (Matthew 26:17-30; 1 

Corinthians 11:23-26) 

 

• SALVATION 

We believe man was created by God in His own image; that man sinned and, as a 

result, suffers physical, spiritual and eternal death - separation from God.  As a 

consequence, all human beings are born with a sinful nature as well as being sinners 

by choice and are therefore under this condemnation.  Those who repent and 

forsake sin, trusting Jesus as Savior are forgiven and then sealed by the Holy Spirit 

making them new creatures.  As such, they are delivered from condemnation and 

given eternal life. (Genesis 1:26-31; Genesis 3; Jeremiah 17:9; John 3:16; Romans 3:21-24; 5:12; 

6:23; 8:1; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Titus 3:3-7; 1 John 1:9) 

 

• PRIESTHOOD OF EVERY BELIEVER 

As a blood-bought child of God, every believer has direct access to God through 

prayer and the Bible.  Every follower of Christ is called by God to serve Him 

regardless of his or her paid vocation. (1 Peter 2:4-5; Revelation 1:5-6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• MARRIAGE - GENDER – SEXUALITY 

We believe God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female.  

These two distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of 

God (Genesis 1:26-27).  Rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of the image of 

God within that person. 

We believe the term “marriage” has only one meaning:  the uniting of one man and 

one woman in a single, exclusive union according to the Scripture (Genesis 2:18-25)  

We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between a man and a 

woman who are married to each other (1 Corinthians 6:18; 7:2-5; Hebrews 13:4).  We 

believe that God has commanded no intimate sexual activity is to be engaged in 

outside of a marriage between a man and a woman. 

We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication, 

homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, or the use of pornography) 

is sin and, therefore, offensive to God (Matthew 15:18-20; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10). 

We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of the River of Life as 

the local body of Christ and to provide a Biblical role model to the River of Life’s 

members and the community, it is imperative that all persons employed by the River 

of Life Fellowship in any capacity or who serve as volunteers agree to and abide by 

this statement on marriage, gender and sexuality (Matthew 5: 16; Philippians 2:14-16; 1 

Thessalonians 5:22).  

We believe God offers redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake 

their sin, seeking His mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ.  (Acts 3:19-21; 

Romans 10:9-10; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11). 

We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, 

and dignity (Mark 12:28-31; Luke 6:31).  Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes 

directed toward any individual are to be repudiated and are not in accord with 

Scripture nor the doctrines of the River of Life Fellowship.  We have a Biblical, 

gracious desire to walk alongside those who struggle with any disordered desires 

whether they be gender-oriented or sexual in nature and are at the same time 

seeking to know how Christ can empower them to live in truth and purity. 


