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The reign of King David represents what is often referred to as the beginning of 
Israel’s “Golden Age”.  This period of time came to fullness during the reign of 
David’s son, Solomon. David is continually referenced throughout Scripture as a 
great king, a man after God’s heart and one who loved God deeply (as expressed 
in the Psalms). He is also in the ancestral lineage of Jesus. The parallels between 
David and Jesus can help us grasp all that God has done for us by sending his 
son. 
David had an army that was massive for its day!  His army numbered over 1.5 
million soldiers at a time when the world population is estimated to be about 50 
million. 1 Chronicles 21:4-5 
Likewise, Jesus is an undefeated King!  Not through military conquest, but 
through selfless sacrifice. 
Colossians 2:15 NCV 
“God stripped the spiritual rulers and powers of their authority. With the cross, he 
won the victory and showed the world that they were powerless.” 

What does the “sacrifice” of Jesus gaining eternal victory tell us about his 
heart, and how we should live our lives? 

The biblical record also tells us that David had a deep desire to build a temple for 
God. This desire was birthed out of David’s deep love for God. Yet God prevented  
David from building because that was not what God had called him to do. 
Instead, his son, Solomon, would build the temple. 1 Chronicles 28:2-3  
Jesus also had a deep passion to build the “House of God” on earth. He called it 
“the church” - the called out ones in corporate assembly (community). 
Matthew 16:18 NRSV 
“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it.” 

It was clearly important to Jesus to build HIS church. What does it mean to you 
today, that you are part of the work Jesus promised to build on Earth? That 
YOU ARE THE CHURCH? What does it look like to live out this calling to be the 
church Jesus died to build? 

Acts 12:22-23 God says that David was “a man after My own heart”, and that he 
would “do all My will.” 
How does this passage speak to the character and heart of King David? 
Likewise, Jesus had God’s very heart - he “is” God, and he perfectly fulfilled the 
will of God for his life, and for the world! 
John 6:38 NRSV 
“For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him 
who sent me.” (Jesus) 



Luke 22:24 NRSV 
“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be 
done.” 

The Luke passage quoted above states that even as he faced crucifixion, Jesus 
desired God’s will over his own.  How has Jesus’ decision to fulfill the will of 
God affected your life? Does this truth inspire your daily life in Christ? If so, 
how? 

David didn’t turn away anyone that wanted to be with him. Samuel 22:1-2 says 
that people who were “in distress”, “in debt”, and “discontented”, joined with him 
as he sought to fulfill God’s will for his life. These weren’t necessarily the “cream 
of the crop”, but David saw something in them and he loved and embraced them 
as they were. 
Jesus has also made entrance into his presence accessible to all who was to 
come. Even those who are in distress (stressed out), in debt (spiritually bankrupt), 
and discontented (grumpy), are welcome in his presence. And he transforms us! 
Revelation: 22:17 NRSV 
“…And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of 
life as a gift.” 

How awesome is it that the offer of new life (“take the water of life as a gift”) 
has been extended to “everyone” and “anyone”?  Where would YOU be today 
without this gracious offer? 

Finally, David had a testimony that he “pleased God”. 
1 Kings 15:5 NLT 
“For David had done what was pleasing in the Lord’s sight and had obeyed the 
Lord’s commands throughout his life, except in the affair concerning Uriah the 
Hittite.” 

This is a great testimony! David did what was pleasing and obeyed the Lords 
command throughout his life: EXCEPT… 
Ok, so there’s one smudge on Davids record - in one event he committed 
adultery, conspiracy, murder, cover-up, and deception. This is certainly a big deal, 
but it’s the only thing God says David did wrong. (That’s not bad for a human). 
Jesus FULLY pleased God throughout his life! 
Matthew 3:17 
“And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.”  

The father was pleased with his Son because he knew his heart. He knew he 
would fulfill his will and redeem all of mankind.  

As you reflect on this connections between David and Jesus, what do you take 
away from this study?  What in this story will motivate you toward a life that 
honors and pleases God? 


