


John 10:1-18 Nrsv



“Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold
by the gate but climbs in by another way Is a thief and a
bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by hame and leads
them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes
ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know
his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from
him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus
used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them.

- John 10:1-18



7 SO agaln Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the
gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and
bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. | am the gate.
Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go
out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. | came that they may have life and have it abundantly.
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd
and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves
the sheep and runs away, and the wolf snatches them and
scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired
hand does not care for the sheep.

- John 10:1-18



14 I am the good shepherd. | know my own, and my own know

me, just as the Father knows me, and | know the Father. And |

lay down my life for the sheep. | have other sheep that do not

belong to this fold. | must bring them also, and they will listen

to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this
reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life in

order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but | lay it

down of my own accord. | have power to lay it down, and |

have power to take it up again. | have received this command

from my Father.”

- John 10:1-18






How can you tell who God's
true appointed king is when he comes?



GOD’s Message came to me: “Son of man, prophesy against
the shepherd-leaders of Israel. Yes, prophesy! Tell those
shepherds, ‘GOD, the Master, says: Doom to you shepherds of
Israel, feeding your own mouths! Aren’t shepherds supposed to
feed sheep? You drink the milk, you make clothes from the
wool, you roast the lambs, but you don’t feed the sheep. You
don’t build up the weak ones, don’t heal the sick, don’t doctor
the Injured, don’t go after the strays, don’t look for the lost. You
bully and badger them. And now they’re scattered every which
way because there was no shepherd—scattered and easy
pickings for wolves and coyotes. Scattered—MY SHEEP!—
exposed and vulnerable across mountains and hills. My sheep
scattered all over the world, and no one out looking for them!

- Ezekiel 34:1-10 (The Message)



" ““Therefore, shepherds, listen to the Message of GOD: As
sure as | am the living God—Decree of GOD, the Master—
because my sheep have been turned into mere prey, into easy
meals for wolves because you shepherds ignored them and
only fed yourselves, listen to what GOD has to say:

“Watch out! I'm coming down on the shepherds and taking my
sheep back. They’re fired as shepherds of my sheep. No more
shepherds who just feed themselves! I'll rescue my sheep from
their greed. They’re not going to feed off my sheep any longer!

- Ezekiel 34:1-10 (The Message)
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GOD, the Master, says. From now on, | myself am the
shepherd. I’'m going looking for them. As shepherds go after
their flocks when they get scattered, I'm going after my sheep.
I'll rescue them from all the places they’ve been scattered to in
the storms. I'll bring them back from foreign peoples, gather
them from foreign countries, and bring them back to their home
country. I'll feed them on the mountains of Israel, along the
streams, among their own people. I'll lead them into lush
pasture so they can roam the mountain pastures of Israel,
graze at leisure, feed in the rich pastures on the mountains of
Israel. And | myself will be the shepherd of my sheep. | myself
will make sure they get plenty of rest. I'll go after the lost, I'll
collect the strays, I'll doctor the injured, I'll build up the weak
ones and oversee the strong ones so they’re not exploited.

- Ezekiel 34:11-16 (The Message)



“Ill appoint one shepherd over them all: my servant David. He'll
feed them. He'll be their shepherd. And I, GOD, will be their God.
My servant David will be their prince. |, GOD, have spoken.

“I'll make a covenant of peace with them. I'll banish fierce
animals from the country so the sheep can live safely in the
wilderness and sleep in the forest. I'll make them and everything
around my hill a blessing. I'll send down plenty of rain in season
—showers of blessing! The trees in the orchards will bear frult,
the ground will produce, they’ll feel content and safe on their
land, and they’ll realize that | am GOD when | break them out of
their slavery and rescue them from their slave masters.”

- Ezekiel 34:23-27 (The Message)



“Il am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”

- John 10:11 (NRSVUE)



“The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own
the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
runs away, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.
The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not
care for the sheep. | am the good shepherd. | know my own,
and my own know me, just as the Father knows me, and
| know the Father. And | lay down my life for the sheep.”

- John 10:12-15 (NRSVUE)



For this reason the Jews were seeking all the more to Kkill him,
because he was not only breaking the Sabbath but was also calling
God his own Father, thereby making himself equal to God.

After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He did not wish to go about
In Judea because the Jews were looking for an opportunity to
kill him. Now some of the people of Jerusalem were saying,

“Is not this the man whom they are trying to kill?”

| know that you are descendants of Abraham, yet you look for an
opportunity to kill me because there is no place in you for my word.

- John 5:18; John 7:1,25; John 8:37 (NRSVUE)



“I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. | must
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will
be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves

me, because | lay down my life in order to take it up again.

No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord.

| have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up
again. | have received this command from my Father.”

- John 10:16-18 (NRSVUE)



"I and the father are one"
- John 10:30 (NRSVUE)



It's not about what Jesus can do for you,
what matters Is who Jesus Is.



The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths
for his nhame’s sake.

Even though | walk through the darkest valley,
| fear no evil,
for you are with me,
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.



> You prepare a table before me
In the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oll;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and | shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.

- Psalm 23 (NRSVUE)



