
Week 10 - Jesus' Second Coming 
Key Verses/Passages: Revelation 19:11-20:4 

Lesson Takeaway: Make Jesus your Lord before it’s too late. 
 

 Many people confuse the rapture and the second coming of Jesus. Let’s look 
at the differences between the two. 

RAPTURE 

The rapture can be defined as God taking the church out of the world 
instantaneously. The Latin term rapio, which means to “snatch away” or “carry off,” is 
the source of the English word. While there are differing views of the millennium 
(Revelation 20:2–7) in relation to Christ’s second coming (e.g., premillennial, 
postmillennial, and amillennial), nevertheless, all evangelicals affirm a literal return 
of Christ to the earth preceding the eternal state. In premillennialism, however, the 
distinct event of the rapture is often emphasized. 

 
The main biblical passage for the rapture (Gk. harpazo) of the church is 1 

Thessalonians 4:15–17. Other texts often used to support the doctrine of the rapture 
are John 14:1–3 and 1 Corinthians 15:51–52. 

  
There are three main approaches to understanding the rapture in 

premillennialism:  
 
(1) In the pretribulational view Christ raptures the church before any part of the 

seven-year tribulation begins (Daniel 9:24–27; Matthew 24:3–28; Revelation 11:2; 
12:14). Upon Christ’s coming in the air, which is distinct from and that precedes His 
coming to the earth, believers will be “caught up together … in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air” (1 Thessalonians 4:17 HCSB).  In this view believers are delivered “from 
the coming wrath” (1 Thessalonians 1:10; Revelation 3:10) by being taken out of the 
world.  

 
(2) A midtribulational view also sees the rapture as a distinct event that precedes 

Christ’s second coming and delivers believers from the last half of the seven-year 
period, the “great tribulation” (Matthew 24:15–28; Revelation 16–18).  

 
(3) A posttribulational view holds that the rapture and the second coming occur at 

the same time. Therefore, the church remains on earth during “the time of Jacob’s 
distress” (Jeremiah 30:7 NASB). Unlike the world, however, believers who go through 



the tribulation will be protected from the devastating outpouring of God’s wrath and 
judgment (1 Thessalonians 5:9).1 
 

The Statistical Emphasis Related to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ 
 
1. Prophecy occupies one-fifth of Scripture, and the Second Coming occupies one-

third of that one-fifth. 
 
2. Of the 333 prophecies concerning Christ, only 109 of them were fulfilled in His 

First Coming, leaving 224 yet to be fulfilled in His Second Coming. 
 
3. Next to the subject of faith, the subject of the Second Coming is the most 

dominant subject in the New Testament. 
 

4. For every time the First Coming is mentioned in the Bible, the Second Coming is 
mentioned eight times. 

 
5. Men are exhorted to be ready for the return of Jesus Christ over fifty times. 

 
 

Comparison of the First and Second Coming of Jesus Christ 
 
 

He came the first time… He is coming the second time… 

1. … to die in the sinner’s place. 1. … to execute judgment on the 
sinner. 

2. … to seek and to save that which was 
lost. 

2. … ”in flaming fire to execute 
judgment on all them that know not God.” 

3. … to be man’s representative before a 
God of love and grace. 

3. … as God’s representative 
against a rebellious world. 

4. … in great humility. 
 

4. … in great power and glory. 

5. … as the lowly Nazarene. 5. … as the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords. 

6. … to wear the crown of thorns. 6. … to wear the crown of glory. 

 
1 Schemm, P. (2003). Rapture. In C. Brand, C. Draper, A. England, S. Bond, E. R. Clendenen, & 
T. C. Butler (Eds.), Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (p. 1366). Holman Bible Publishers. 



7. … to be “despised and rejected of men.” 7. … to be acknowledged by all, 
both high and low, rich and 
poor, bond and free. 

8. … to ride the lowly ass into 
Jerusalem. 

8. … to ride the great white horse, 
leading the armies of heaven. 

9. … to submit to the unjust judgment of 
earthly leaders. 

9. … to compel all rulers to yield 
their scepters to Him. 

10. … to shed His blood on the 
cross. 

10. … as the mighty Conqueror 
whose “vesture is dipped 
in blood.” 



Daily Scripture Readings (Signs of the Last Days) 
 

Monday: Matthew 24; Daniel 12:4 
Tuesday: 2 Timothy 3 
Wednesday: Mark 13 
Thursday: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Jude 1 
Friday: James 5 
Saturday: Revelation 1; Revelation 22 
 Sunday: Attend City United Church and listen to the next message 
 

Deep Dive Discussion Questions 
 

1. Discuss the differences between Jesus’ Second Coming and His First Coming.  
2. If we are waiting for the Second Coming while some have never heard of Jesus’ 
first coming, what should we be doing to personally proclaim the gospel to others? 
3. Why is the Second Coming essential for our hope and patient endurance? 
 

Next Steps for the Journey 

4.  On the “Your Next Steps” Map on Page 10, where are you at and where do you 
need to go? 

 
Outreach Opportunities 

 
Determine to invest in and invite one person to a gathering at City United Church.  
Purposefully go out into the community and share the Gospel. Go to a restaurant 
with some friends and share Jesus with the waiter or waitress and then give them a 
City United invite card. As we reflect on Jesus’ Second Coming, it reminds us of the 
urgency of the Gospel. We do not know how much time we have left to tell others 
about Jesus. We have a responsibility to the people around us to share the Gospel. 
As we move towards Christmas, think of other ways that you can reach out to 
others and share the great hope of Jesus’ return. Pray for opportunities to tell 
people about Him. 
 

Prayer & Reflection 
 

God, what needs to change in me and my life to make me more like You? Thank you 
for the hope of your Second Coming. Please help me to share the Gospel where I eat, 
work, shop, study, and play. Help me to live a life that honors and reflects you so that 



others will see Your love. Please show me areas that I need to grow in and give me 
the strength to make the changes that I need to make. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
 
 



Conclusion 
 
What’s next for you on your journey with Jesus? Remember, the Christian life can be 
A Walk to Remember. When you step out in faith and determine to let Jesus led your 
life and direct your steps, amazing things will happen. We all have next steps to 
take with Jesus.  As you continue on your journey, continue to reflect on the Your 
Next Steps journey map. Use this valuable tool as a way to check up on your 
progress. Be determined to consistently grow and deepen in your relationship with 
Jesus. 
 
If you would like to talk with someone about your next steps, reach out to us at 
office@cityunited.church. We are here to walk with you and to help in any way we 
can.   
 
“until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son, growing into 
maturity with a stature measured by Christ’s fullness. 14Then we will no longer be little 
children, tossed by the waves and blown around by every wind of teaching, by human 
cunning with cleverness in the techniques of deceit. 15But speaking the truth in love, let us 
grow in every way into him who is the head – Christ.”       Ephesians 4:13-15 

 
 
 
 


