
Week 6 - Jesus' Transfiguration 
Key Verses/Passages: Luke 9:28-36 

Lesson Takeaway: Following Jesus transforms us. 
 

The transfiguration of Jesus is a great event because it shows Jesus radiating 
the glory of His divine nature while on earth. 

 
“And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment 
was white as the light.”                    Matthew 17:2 

 
This transformation of Jesus and His appearance with Moses and Elijah before 
Peter, James, and John is mentioned in Scripture in Matthew 17:1–13, Mark 9:1–13, 
Luke 9:28–36, and 2 Peter 1:16–18. This event took place shortly after the 
confession at Caesarea Philippi, the first passion prediction, and a discourse on the 
cost of discipleship. Jesus took Peter, James, and John to a mountain where the 
event took place. Jesus’ personal appearance and that of His garments were 
changed. Moses and Elijah appeared and talked with Jesus. Peter said it was good 
to be there, and they should build three booths. A cloud came over them, and God 
spoke from the cloud identifying Jesus as His Son (remember the voice of God at 
Jesus’ baptism) and commanding the disciples to hear Him. When the cloud lifted, 
Jesus was alone with the disciples, who were afraid. Jesus told the disciples to tell 
no one about what had happened. 
 

Each of the gospel writers provides unique insight into this event. Aside from 
minor differences in wording, Mark is the only one that states that Jesus’ garments 
became so white that “no launderer could whiten them” (HCSB) and that Peter did 
not know what to say. Also, Mark alone has no reference to a change in Jesus’ face. 
Matthew alone indicates that God expressed His pleasure with Jesus, that the 
disciples fell on their faces, and that Jesus touched them to get them up. Instead of 
the “six days” of Matthew and Mark, Luke has “about eight days.” Luke alone 
indicated that Jesus and the disciples were praying, that Moses and Elijah conversed 
with Jesus about His coming death, that the disciples were sleepy, and that they 
saw Jesus’ glory. Luke alone has “Chosen One” rather than “beloved Son.” In 
Matthew, Jesus is addressed as Lord, in Mark as Rabbi, and in Luke as Master. While 
each of the gospel writers provides unique details and perspectives on the 
eyewitness accounts of the transfiguration of Jesus, each perspective compliments 
and completes the events that transpired. 
 



The Nature of the Event: It has often been claimed that the story is a misplaced 
resurrection appearance; but it is Moses and Elijah, not Jesus, who appear, and 
there is no reference to them or a voice from heaven in any other resurrection 
account. Others have claimed that the transfiguration was not an objective but a 
visionary experience. While this is possible, it seems much more of a miracle for 
three different disciples to have similar visions than in a historical event, which is 
certainly what the writers described. 
 
The Place: The traditional site is Mount Tabor in lower Galilee, but it is not a high 
mountain (only 1,850 feet) and was probably fortified and inaccessible in Jesus’ day. 
Much more likely is Mount Hermon (9,100 feet) to the north of Caesarea Philippi.  
 
Meaning: A mountain in the Bible is often a place of revelation. Moses and Elijah 
represented the law and the prophets respectively, which testify to but must give 
way to Jesus. (The latter is the reason why Peter’s suggestion was improper.) Moses 
and Elijah themselves were heralds of the Messiah (Deuteronomy 18:15; Malachi 
4:5–6). The three booths suggest the Feast of Tabernacles which symbolizes a new 
situation, a new age. Clouds represent divine presence. The close connection of the 
transfiguration with the confession and passion prediction is significant. The 
Messiah must suffer, but glorification and enthronement, not suffering, are His 
ultimate fate. These involve resurrection, ascension, and return in glory. The 
disciples needed the reassurance of the transfiguration as they contemplated Jesus’ 
death and their future sufferings.1 
 

 
1 Brooks, J. (2003). Transfiguration. In C. Brand, C. Draper, A. England, S. Bond, E. R. Clendenen, 
& T. C. Butler (Eds.), Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (pp. 1612–1613). Holman Bible 
Publishers. 



Daily Scripture Readings 
 

o Monday: Psalm 118; 1 Peter 2:1-10 
o Tuesday: Isaiah 60:1-3; Acts 13:42-52 
o Wednesday: Psalm 61; Acts 2:14-36 
o Thursday: Isaiah 53:1-12; 2 Corinthians 3:7-18 
o Friday: Psalm 110; Hebrews 1:1-4 
o Saturday: Psalms 72; Ephesians 1 
o Sunday: Attend City United Church and listen to the next message. 

 
Deep Dive Discussion Questions 

1. Discuss the significance of Jesus’ transfiguration. What does this event mean for 
us? 
2. Read Matthew 5:17. How did Jesus fulfill the law and prophets? 
3. Read 2 Peter 1:16-21. How should we live in response to Jesus’ glory and majesty? 
 

Next Steps for the Journey 

4.  On the “Your Next Steps” Map on Page 10, where are you at and where do you 
need to go? 
 

Outreach Opportunities 

Determine to invest in and invite one person to a gathering at City United Church 
this weekend. As we reflect on Jesus’ transfiguration, it reminds us that we need to 
continue to grow on our journey with Jesus and in our relationship with Him. We 
are called to be the light in a dark world. Look at 4.1, “Yes” to Personal Mission, on 
the “Your Next Steps” map. Are you regularly shining the light of Jesus where you 
eat, work, shop, study, and play? If not, start praying about ways you can improve in 
these areas. Then take action. Take the necessary steps to start telling others about 
Jesus today. Look for opportunities to share your story of how Jesus has 
transformed your life and how He can transform theirs. Spend some quiet time 
with God this week, praying for influence and opportunities to tell others about 
Jesus. 

Prayer & Reflection 

God, what needs to change in me and my life to make me more like You? Thank you 
for saving me, forgiving my sin, and transforming my life. Help me to look for 
opportunities to tell the people around me how they can be transformed by You. 
Please show me areas that I need to grow in and any sins to confess and give me 



the strength to make the changes that I need to make. Help me to live a life of 
personal mission. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 


