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So here we are—continuing in this series, 
  Walk This Way: The Way of Jesus.
     And week by week, we’ve been asking:
         What does it really look like to follow Jesus in everyday life?

We’ve talked about:
· moving from being a fan… to a follower 
· building habits of grace that shape who we become
· Following in the footsteps of other role models and mentors
· And just last week 8 confirmands shared their own statements of faith and committed to be disciples of Jesus Christ here at FMC and beyond. 

And all of that matters…its challenging and inspiring.
  But today, Pentecost Sunday, brings us to an even deeper question:
Where does the power come from to actually live this way?
	To walk this way... day in and day out?

Because I think we really do know what Jesus calls us to do…
But reality check, we still struggle to do it.
“I should be more patient.”
“I should be more loving.”
“I should have more courage.”
And we try.	But trying only gets us so far.

Today's powerful reading from Acts 2 tells us 
    of the moment everything Changes. 
When nothing would be the same for those 1st followers of the way.

Let’s hear the Word of God from the Message:
Acts 2:1–12 (The Message)
2 1-4 When the Feast of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Without warning there was a sound like a strong wind, gale force—no one could tell where it came from. It filled the whole building. 

Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread thru their ranks, & they started speaking in a number of different languages as the Spirit prompted them.

5-11 There were many Jews staying in Jerusalem just then, devout pilgrims from all over the world. When they heard the sound, they came on the run. Then when they heard, one after another, their own mother tongues being spoken, they were blown away. They couldn’t for the life of them figure out what was going on, and kept saying, “Aren’t these all Galileans? How come we’re hearing them talk in our various mother tongues?

Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; Visitors from Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene; Immigrants from Rome, both Jews and proselytes; Even Cretans and Arabs!

“They’re speaking our languages, describing God’s mighty works!”
12 Their heads were spinning; they couldn’t make head or tail of any of it. They talked back and forth, confused: “What’s going on here?”

--This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

**Friends, listen again to how the birth of the church begins:
 “When the Feast of Pentecost came, the disciples & followers of the Way
       were all together in one place…”

Now, that’s important.   They were together.
       They were faithful.      They were waiting.
But nothing had happened yet.

They were still the same people:
· unsure 
· hesitant 
· definitely a little afraid…what was to become of them…                   
    of their togetherness, now that Jesus had left their presence?
And then:
“Without warning there was a sound like a strong wind, gale force…”
Not a gentle breeze.
Not something they controlled.
This was a powerful movement of God.

Friends, the Spirit doesn’t come because they figured it all out...
  The Spirit comes because God gives it… 
God releases it... God unleashes the Holy Spirit.

And “Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread through their ranks…
 Filling the whole building!”  I love that image.
   The Holy Spirit is NOT contained.   Not predictable.
   The Holy Spirit is Alive… Powerful, filling every space, every person.

And then this  happens…these followers of the Way—disciples of Jesus,
       “They started speaking in a number of different languages 
as the Spirit prompted them.”

Luke the author of Acts says it clearly: 
“As the Spirit prompted them.”
~They didn’t manufacture it.
~They responded to it.

Friends, this is the turning point. 
   This is the key shift where everything changes.

*Before Pentecost—the disciples followed Jesus physically 
*After Pentecost—they were empowered by Jesus spiritually 
~They didn’t just get new instructions.
~ They received a new power source.

And here’s the truth bomb for us:
  We cannot walk the way of Jesus by willpower alone.
      We walk it by the power of the Holy Spirit.


It’s like the difference between a rowboat and a sailboat.

A rowboat depends on your strength.
    You row harder…you try harder…you exert more and more…
         You push yourself forward…And it’s exhausting.

But a sailboat?   A sailboat moves by catching the wind.
   Your job is not to create the wind—
your job is to raise the sail & catch hold of that power source 
      for an amazing adventure on the sea.

And I wonder how many of us
   are trying to follow Jesus like we’re in a rowboat… Working so hard... 
    putting more and more effort and getting exhausted….

When God is offering us the wind of the Spirit, 
an unbridled power source that blows both softly and gently…
    AND sometimes like a strong, gale force wind…
    to move us along our faith journey.

My friends, and what we see in Acts today 
is that when the Spirit shows up…
     something changes.

~These weren’t extraordinary people.
~They were ordinary folk… just like us.

But the Spirit begins to do something in them and through them.

This is a power source that fills us… charges us up...
      And also flows through us to make an even more profound change 
    in others, and in the world.

I think this happens in 3 cool ways:

*First, the Spirit gives COURAGE.
These were disciples of Jesus who had been afraid… hiding… unsure.
     And suddenly—they are speaking, sharing, showing up…
	    In ways they never imagined; 
         With gifts and talents they never even knew they had.
This courageous, bold change happened…
   Not because they became stronger…
         but because the Spirit met them there.

Right there where they were…and filled them 
     with the fiery power of courage, and it spread like wildfire.

*And this same Spirit also creates CONNECTION.
   These followers of the Way didn’t just believe the same things—
as if it was only some intellectual exercise or understanding…
      they began to truly share life together.

All speaking various languages, so all could know & learn & connect
     in and through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Scripture said devout pilgrims from all over the world, 
   when they heard this Spirit-filled sound, they came on the run!

And experiencing their own languages, able to connect and communicate,
  In ways that were miraculous…
    they heard & experienced the Good News of life in Jesus Christ, 
and they were blown away by God's mighty works.

And this leads to the 3rd way that the Power of the Holy Spirit 
    creates change…it’s through MOVEMENT.
	Courage—Connection—then Movement.

Remember their faith didn’t stay inside a room.
  That wildfire of Spirit moved outward.
	The Holy Spirit creates movement.

We learn in just a few verses later in Acts 2 
   that 3000 people were baptized that very day…
and boy did they begin to connect!

Eating together. Praying together.
  Holding one another up.
       Becoming a community… worth belonging to.
They moved into generosity.
   Into compassion.
   Into a way of life that others could see, hear and experience…
and say—“I want to be part of that.”

THAT’S Holy Spirit fueled courage…connection…& movement! Amen?

THAT’S what the Spirit does.
Not just then… but now.
Not just for them… but for us.

Because again—
you and I…we don’t create the Spirit’s power.
You and me…we respond to it.

And that brings us to today…
  Because today (at the 11am service), 
     we (will) baptize(d) little Miss Emily Marie MacElrath.
         Last week we baptized 3 confirmands: Anatasia, Tyler & Enrique.

How powerful on Pentecost Sunday we can see and experience
    This gift of grace in such a beautiful way.
    Because in baptism, we are not just celebrating a moment—
          we are witnessing a connection…and a movement of God.

This child, and our 3 confirmands are being claimed by God,
     surrounded by parents, godparents, and this church family—
welcomed into a community worth belonging to.

And the same Holy Spirit we’ve been talking about today…
     and last week on Confirmation Sunday, is already at work here.

~A Spirit that will give Emily & our confirmands courage as each grows-
      to trust, to believe, to follow.

~A Spirit that will surround them with connection—
       through family and through this church community at FMC.
~And a Spirit that will one day lead little Emily & our confirmands
    into movement—living and loving, walking in the way of Jesus.

And friends—this is where we come in.
   -We are part of that promise.
   -We are part of the connection God is creating here today.

That is the glorious work of the Holy Spirit, 
      the Spirit that fills us…and flows through us.

The beauty of baptism is to remember that:
Before Emily can do anything for God…
     God has already claimed her.
Before she can choose faith…
     God has already poured out grace.

And the same Spirit that came at Pentecost…
    is the same Spirit being promised over her life today & poured into her.

And Friends, that same Spirit is given to you and me.
~A power source that is Not just for Sundays.
~Not just for special moments.
~Not just for a select few.
But a power source for every ordinary moment…
     of each and every one of our lives.

So the question is not:  “Do you believe in the Spirit?”
The question is:   Will you live by the Spirit?
· Will we live with courage? 
· Will we live in connection?
· Will we live in faith-filled movement?

And you know… you and I don’t have to try harder to follow Jesus.
Today reminds us that we are invited to receive the power to do it.

Because the same Spirit that moved at Pentecost…
   Like a strong gale force wind, spreading like wildfire...
is moving in you and me.

So this week—
~Courageously raise your sail.
~Connect with the Holy Spirit of God within you…
    and all around you…blowing like a gale force of grace
~And let the Spirit lead you…and move you in the way of Jesus.

May it be so. Amen and amen.
