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A WORD FROM PASTOR GINA: 

Hey Church Family! I love the rhythm of September. The 

mornings are a little cooler. Students head back to 

school with fresh notebooks and new backpacks. 

Football returns. Pumpkin spice somehow finds its way 

into everything! And here at FMC, the energy begins to 

build as our church family gathers again after a busy 

summer. 

Fall always feels like a fresh start. This year, that fresh 

start comes with two simple words that have the power 

to change lives: Come and See. Those were some of 

Jesus' very first words to people who were curious about 

him. He didn't pressure them. He didn't have all the 

answers lined up in a neat presentation. He simply 

offered an invitation: "Come and see." I love that 

because I think it's something every one of us can do. 

We will launch our Come and See worship series on 

Homecoming Sunday, September 13, as we move back 

to two powerful services: Contemporary at 9:00 a.m. 

and Traditional at 11:00 a.m. This series will help us 

discover that sharing our faith isn't about having the 

perfect words. It's about extending a simple invitation. 

An invitation to worship. To join a small group. To serve. 

To experience authentic community. To discover the 

hope we've found in Christ. 

And honestly, I can't think of a better place to practice 

that invitation than our third annual Apple Festival on 

Friday, Sept 18 from 4:30-7:30 p.m.! Apple Fest has 

become one of my favorite weekends of the year. Yes, there 

are incredible apple desserts. Yes, there are bounce 

houses, music, laughter, and all kinds of fall fun. But what 

I love most isn't on the menu. It's watching hundreds of 

people from our community walk onto our campus. Some 

have never been here before. Some haven't been to church 

in years. Some are simply looking for a fun family outing, 

rain or shine. 

But what if Apple Fest became more than an event? What 

if it became an invitation? Imagine every volunteer, every 

conversation, every smile, every slice of pie, every helping 

hand quietly saying, "Come and see." Come and see a 

church that loves its neighbors. Come and see a 

community where you belong. Come and see what God is 

doing. Who knows? One invitation could be the beginning 

of someone's faith journey. 

So, this fall, I'm going to be praying for one thing-that 

each of us will have the courage to invite someone. A 

friend. A neighbor. A coworker. A family member. Not 

because we have all the answers. But because we've 

experienced the love of Jesus, and we want others to 

experience it too. I'm excited for what God has in store 

this season, and I can't wait to experience it together. See 

you this fall! 

With joy, 

Pastor Gina 
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