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FROM PASTOR JIM… 
 

BEING THANKFUL 

What theme do you find in the following verses? 

“Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!”  (Psalm 
106.1) 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God.”  (Philippians 4:6) 

“In everything give thanks.  For this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  (1 Thess 5:18) 

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise.  Be thankful unto him and 
bless his name, for the Lord is good!”  (Psalm 100.4) 

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to 
peace.  And be thankful.”  (Colossians 3:15) 

These are a small sample of verses in the Bible directing God’s people 
to give THANKS. 

So let me cut to the chase – in case you don’t finish reading: God tells 
us to give THANKS because He knows WE will benefit if we hold onto 
and develop a GRATEFUL heart. 

We live in a time when it seems more and more people are upset, grumpy, hateful, and 
ungrateful, all of which go together. 

Thankful people, on the other hand, tend to be the happiest! 

In the Bible, we read the word “Blessed” many times.  Psalm 1 is famous (you might look it up 
and read – only six verses).  The Classic Amplified Bible interprets “Blessed” as “Happy, 
fortunate, prosperous, and enviable.”   

If you’re feeling any stress, anger, fear, or unhappiness, my Rx is this:  Increase your genuine 
THANKFULNESS to others AND especially to Almighty God.  Remember: “Tis the season to be 
jolly THANKFUL!” 
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FROM MJ – OUR MINISTER OF CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

 “Let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 

knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” 1 John 

4:7-8 

Prayer:  Dear Father, Thank you that we are living today here and now.  Thank you that there 

are so many loving people that surround us, support us. Our community is a good example of 

the good that comes from people caring for one another. 

And yet, we are living in times where people do not have love for one another. So many have 

chosen to put their own interests above the interests of our nation. May our government 

leaders to walk in humility and integrity. May they put the needs of others before themselves 

and be true servant leaders.  

Let your unconditional love overflow in our hearts that we may also pour out to each other. 

Please restore our country and may You be glorified in all, Amen   

Shalom~Shalom, 

MJ Goldzimer, 

Minister of Conregational Care 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

NOTE FROM THE BOARD CHAIRMAN 

I had debated starting a donation fund for “Hurricane Relief” on our website after Ian 

devastated Florida, just as we did for Ukrainian Relief (over $6000 donated).  But, my wife 

reminded me that if we start a new fund after every disaster it might become overwhelming… 

especially if the Tribulations start soon.  For the Ukraine fund, we donated the money to two 

different Christian charities, one of which was “Samaritans Purse,” headed by Franklin 

Graham, founded by him and Robert Pierce.  I noticed this organization is now very active in 

providing relief in Florida.  So I would recommend that if anyone wants to donate to hurricane 

relief, do so directly through the Samaritans Purse website, samaritanspurse.org, and find the 

donation section.  There are other organizations helping also, but this is one that I am familiar 

with and know that almost all of the dollars donated go to those who need them with a 

Christian attitude.   We have a very generous and kind congregation who love helping others.  

If you remember the article in last month’s newsletter from our Missions Director, Jacque 

Baker, charity is part of our mission and has brought many blessings to us from God. 

Thank you everyone for being so generous, kind, warm, and “so good looking” (Dian made me 

add that). 

God Bless us all! 
Art Pedersen,  

Chairman  


