
Small Group Bible Study Guide

Introduction - The Comfort of God - Part 2

Last week, we learned that God doesn't just patch our pain; He invades it with a comfort 
so powerful that we become carriers of it to others. This week, we move from personal 
suffering to the sting of relational wounds. Whether it’s "church hurt," family betrayal, or 
a friendship gone sour, Paul shows us that the pathway to restoration is paved with 
courageous honesty and radical, timely grace.

Scripture Focus: 

• 2 Corinthians 2:1-17

• Proverbs 27:6

• Hebrews 12:6, 11


Discussion Questions: 

1. The "Hard" Letter: Paul chose to write a difficult letter rather than make another 
"painful visit" (v. 1). When facing conflict, is your tendency to avoid it entirely, or do 
you tend to rush in while emotions are still high? Why is "courageous confrontation" 
sometimes the kindest thing we can do?

2. The Purpose of Pain: Read Proverbs 27:6 and Hebrews 12:11. How can a "wound 
from a friend" or a difficult correction eventually produce a "harvest of 
righteousness"? Can you share a time when a hard truth from someone else 
actually led to your healing?

3. The Pivot to Grace: In verses 6-8, Paul tells the church that the discipline was 
"sufficient" and they must now "forgive and comfort" the repentant person. Why is it 
so tempting to keep punishing someone even after they’ve changed? What happens 
to a person’s heart when they are "overwhelmed by excessive sorrow"?

4. The Enemy’s Strategy: Paul warns that unforgiveness allows Satan to "outwit" or 
"exploit" us (v. 11). How does a lack of forgiveness in a small group or a family give 
the enemy a foothold?

5. The Fragrance of Christ: Read verses 14-16. Paul describes us as "captives" in a 
victory parade, spreading a "fragrant aroma." How does a person who has forgiven 
a deep hurt "smell" different to the world than someone who is nursing a grudge?


