
Holy Lands 2023

I’m excited that you are considering going to the Holy Lands with Marcie & I in October 2023!  Marcie & I just
returned from leading our first church group through Israel in mid-March. We had some incredible experiences
while we were there, & loved spending time with 20-some fellow believers as we learned more about the
places in the Bible AND what it shows us about God. We believe that this trip will be a wonderful experience
with you!

This trip is so much more than a tour.  My desire is that it brings the Bible to life for you as we walk the streets
where Jesus walked! There will be times of worship, prayer, communion, devotions both personally & as a
group, the opportunity to be baptized in the Sea of Galilee, along with an archeological experience of a lifetime!

Let me share two powerful moments on our trip; both centered around the Sea of Galilee. The first was on a
replica of an ancient boat on the Sea of Galilee. As we were on the water, we had a devotional followed by
time worshiping with an acoustic guitar and singing. As I considered the account of the disciples being on the
water with Jesus in the storm and fearing for their lives. My heart was deeply moved as I sensed the same
challenge before me! I had to decide whether I would trust Jesus in the midst of whatever storm this life
brought my way. The second was that evening along the shore of the Sea of Galilee. We had nine people
decide to be baptized - some for the very first time! Seeing the commitment of these believers to the Lord
made for an incredible day!

Why are you considering going to the Holy Lands? Please think about your reasoning. It can be simply a tour
or vacation, but I hope that it’s so much more than that for you! Once again, my desire is that it is a spiritual
experience for you. The Holy Lands could be called the 5th Gospel of the Bible. The trip will be very interactive!
It turns the Bible into a 3-D movie with color! It’s changed how I read the Scripture.

As you look over the details of the trip, you might wonder how we’ll see & experience so many different places.
Israel is not that big of an area in reality. The country’s relative size is good news for us; we can drive it easily &
quickly.

The accommodations are all 4-5 star hotels. In other words, our hotels will be really nice places. Why? I want
you to feel safe & sleep well each night so that you’ll wake up rested & ready for the next day.

Below are some commonly asked questions:

Will the price change? No, but there are discounts available (see brochure) for signing up early. Imagine is a
large enough company that they have given us a final price (several other companies I looked at would only
give approx. cost).

Is it safe? Israel is a very safe, let me repeat, very safe place. Marcie & I always felt safe during our time
there.  The government of Israel is in constant contact with their guides to assure the safety of their guests in
the country. You will regularly see military, not because there is a problem. They treat terrorism & threats much
more seriously than what we’re used to in our country. And because they do, you’ll be safer there than in most
larger cities in the U.S.

What's the weather like? It’ll be great weather while we are there! You might want a light jacket in the
evenings, but it’ll be very comfortable during the day. Layers will be your friend!



What is the food like? Delicious! Breakfast & dinner will be buffets with many choices (both local & American
foods will be plentiful).

What is a typical day for us on the trip? Remember this isn’t a vacation. We will meet for breakfast around
6:30 am and be back to the hotel usually between 5-6pm each evening. During the day we will be touring
around together as a group, but you will have your evenings free.

Will it be hard to hear/understand the tour guide? Not at all! Each person has their very own set of
headphones to listen to the tour guide. You can personally adjust the sound as needed! Our guide will speak
English, so this is not a problem!

How much money do I need to take? You’ll want $15 per day for lunch. That is the only meal that you’ll need
to pay for. Reasoning is that some people prefer to eat a granola bar or bring a muffin from breakfast because
they are light eaters. If you need more money, Israel is a modern country with ATMs everywhere and they
LOVE American dollars. You will not need money except for incidentals. EVERYTHING is covered...except for
lunches and souvenirs.

Do I need a passport or visa? You DO need a passport. PLEASE look at the expiration date because your
passport cannot expire within six month of departure back home. You do NOT need a visa.

What about trip insurance? I’d highly recommend travel insurance as you are investing a lot into this trip.
Reminder, my role is to be your host (teacher, preacher, leader), therefore any insurance questions should be
handled directly with Imagine and/or your preferred travel insurance provider, not through myself. Imagine
recommends all passengers to purchase travel insurance. If anyone is wanting to have preexisting conditions
covered they will need to purchase insurance within 14 days of registering for the tour.

Can I get there using my miles on an airline? Yes, please see the “Land Only” price on the back of the
brochure.

What about packing? Imagine has a booklet that you will receive as we get closer to departure that will help
answer questions about packing, what to take, luggage limits, etc.

What about tips ($$)? Tips are included in the cost and our team will ensure they are distributed.

What can I read in preparation for the trip? "Journey with Jesus to Irsael" by Dudley Rutherford. Bill O’Reilly’
book “Killing Jesus” is very good. Peter Walker’s book “In the Steps of Jesus” is excellent. There are many
other wonderful books available as well. Some who want to explore online will find GREAT pictures at
www.BibleWalks.com.

Is it a lot of walking? Will I be able to do it? Most people will be more than capable. It is about 5 miles per
day (split between various stops), and the terrain varies. How far a person walks is often up to them. It’ll be up
to you how much or little you walk per stop. Minimal walking is required to experience the majority of each site.
One of the longer individual walks will be the path Jesus carried the cross, the Via Dolorosa, which will require
walking for approximately half a mile at one time.

What if I get sick? On occasion, people have been sick, & we can attend to them or they can stay at the hotel
if needed for the day. And if needed, hotels will gladly assist in having a local doctor come to the hotel.

https://www.amazon.com/Journey-Jesus-Israel-Experience-Sandals/dp/1480224308
https://www.amazon.com/Killing-Jesus-Bill-OReillys/dp/0805098542/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1588094790&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Steps-Jesus-Peter-Walker/dp/1506457886/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=in+the+steps+of+jesus&qid=1588094822&s=books&sr=1-1
http://www.biblewalks.com


How do I know this far out if there will be conflicts? I encourage you to sign up ASAP.  Plan it like you
would any important trip. Get it on the calendar & protect the dates. We are planning it significantly ahead of
time so that you can deconflict your schedule & financially plan for the trip. Also note that there are discounts
for signing up early!

Is there a maximum number of people who can go? Yes, we are capping the trip at a total of 45. That is a
comfortable number on the bus & keeps us all together. This will be a first come, first serve, so register soon.

Who can go? We are primarily targeting those who attend University Christian Church. If you have a friend or
family member who would like to go with you, you are welcome to invite them.

Are children welcome? Yes, with a parent (no childcare will be provided on the trip). There is a maximum of 4
persons to a room if sharing in a quad room (families), however, some hotels don’t have quad rooms. They
may only offer a triple room, so we would need to know how many of these triple or quad rooms are needed
once they register, and then we can check into the availability and let them know any additional details. We
were just recently told that for a true Quad room, the children must be 8 years old or under. Otherwise, they
can typically provide two connecting rooms. Imagine does offer a $200 per person discount for any child under
the age of 11 by the date of departure.

Are vaccinations required? There are no vaccinations required, but we do recommend that travelers speak
with their personal physician as to any recommendations before traveling.

What about covid? As of March 1, Israel has stopped requiring vaccinations. A covid test prior to departure
was required, a test was done in the Tel Aviv airport, and we had one test prior to leaving Israel. All of our
March tour group were able to secure tests, passing each covid-free. We do not know exactly what
requirements will be 18 months from now, but even at their strictest, the process was easy and we had an
Imagine rep there to guide us through each test in Israel.

What if the trip is canceled? As of right now we are still planning on 2023 trips to move forward as
scheduled, if there is a travel ban then we will work with the church to reschedule to a better time. If someone
wants to cancel themselves, the cancellation fees will be based on the tour conditions stated on the back of the
brochure.

Will we be going again? We have enjoyed going to Israel in 2022 and are looking forward to 2023.

If you have other questions, please feel free to reach out to Jordan Kocher (my assistant) by emailing her
jordan@university.church or by calling the church office 785.776.5440.

Marcie & I are looking forward to spending this time with you. I hope that you will join us on this journey to the
Holy Lands!

In Christ,
Barry O. Park | Lead Minister, University Christian Church


