FAITH - is HOPE Nurtured

Hebrews 11:6
New American Standard Bible
6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for the one who comes to God must believe that He exists, and that He proves to be One who rewards those who seek Him.

Without FAITH it’s impossible to please God! 

· Faith is hope nurtured, 
· trust is hope expected, 
· dreaming is hope inspired, 
· wisdom is hope illuminated, 
· gratitude is hope expressed, 
· service is hope demonstrated, 
· community is hope connected, 
· intercession is hope activated, 
· prophecy is hope declared, 
· freedom is hope realized, 
· laughter is hope erupted, 
· peace is hope fulfilled, 
· joy is hope ignited. 
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Our relationship with the Lord is dependent on faith. 

Faith is what brings the things God has provided for us from the spiritual realm into the physical realm. 

Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is the certainty of things hoped for, a proof of things not seen.

5 LIFE-CHANGING BELIEFS - Steve Backlund…

We can choose to believe something different once the truth has been revealed to us.
 
Remember, we do not declare truth to convince others – we declare truths to convince ourselves. 

1. There is always a solution (1 Corinthians 10:13) – The moment you speak this into a situation, there will be a spiritual shift.

2. I will always know what to do (James 1:5-8) – The fear of not knowing what to do is a greater problem than not knowing what to do.

3. I will always succeed at everything I do (Philippians 4:11-13) – God's plan is to make us successful on the inside when we don't appear successful on the outside. This is the pathway to influence and leadership. Success is a state of being, not a goal to be attained.

4. I will always have the resources I need to do what needs to be done (Philippians 4:19) – God's provision is more than financial. He meets our needs abundantly in our emotions, protection, relationships, ideas, and more.

5. My past is always turned to good (Romans 8:28) – As we release our faith into this promise, God has the incredible ability to make every negative in our lives turn to a positive.

1 John 5:4
4 For whoever has been born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world: our faith.

Everything the Lord does for us is accessed through faith. (REPEAT)

Yet there is much confusion about faith!

It’s like having an apple phone and knowing its potential but not having a clue how to use it. 

Many of us know how frustrating that is. 

The Bible is our manual with detailed instructions, 

but just like in the natural, few people take the time to really study it. 

They are impatient and want to do it on their own. 

They may reach some level of success, but to really be proficient, they have to read the book.

One of the areas about faith that gives people the most trouble is the concept that we have to acquire more faith and that some people have much faith, while others have virtually none. 

We spend a lot of effort, like a dog chasing its tail, trying to get something we already have. 

Every born-again Christian already has the same quality and quantity of faith that Jesus has. 

That’s POWERFUL! AMEN!

In Ephesians 2:8, Paul says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;” 

It’s God’s grace that saves us, but not His grace alone. 

If that were so, then everyone would be saved because God’s grace has come to all men according to Titus 2:11

We have to put faith in God’s grace, but the faith that we use isn’t our own human faith. 

This verse says that faith is the gift of God.

There is a human faith that is inherent within every human being, and there is a supernatural faith of God that only comes to those who receive it and it manifest's itself in HOPE!

Human faith can only believe what it can see, taste, hear, smell, or feel; it’s limited to the five senses. 

Using natural human faith, we can sit in a chair we’ve never sat in and believe it will hold us up. 

What if I asked you to sit in a chair you couldn’t see?  You would have to trust in your HOPE in Jesus! 

Or what if the chair was missing one of its legs and was falling over? 

You wouldn’t sit in a chair like that with human faith. 


Yet when it comes to God, we have to believe things that we cannot see. Faith ignites our HOPE is Jesus!

Most people haven’t seen God or the devil. 

You haven’t seen heaven or hell. 


However, you have to believe in all these things to be born again. 

How can you believe in things you can’t see? 

The answer is that you can’t believe in invisible things with human faith. 

You need God’s supernatural faith!

Nothing is hopeless because all things are possible with faith in God. 

Here are just five faith truths….

1) God called Abram the “father of a multitude,” though he was 99 and had a barren wife. A year later, Sarah gave birth to Isaac (Genesis 17-21). 

2) Joseph was hated by his brothers, thrown into a pit, sold into slavery, accused of rape, and sentenced to prison, yet he remained faithful and was promoted to the palace (Genesis 37-41).
 
3) Moses stood with a body of water before him, approaching enemies behind him, and complaining Israelites beside him; but he partnered with God to see the waters part and the Israelites experience freedom (Exodus 14). 

4) The three Hebrew children miraculously survived the fiery furnace (Daniel 3). 

5) Lazarus came to life after being dead for four days (John 11).


Lets talk about just one of those faith truths this morning.

Romans 4:17 Passion Translation

That’s what it means when the scriptures says: I have made you the father of many nations.  He is our example and father, for in God’s presence he believed that God can raise the dead and call into being things that don’t even exist yet.

AMEN!

God supernaturally blessed Abram and Sarai with a child in their old age. 

Abram was 100 and Sarai was 91 when Isaac was born. 

The year before Isaac’s birth, when Abram still did not have a child by his wife, God told them the child was coming, and He changed Abram’s name to Abraham and Sarai’s name to Sarah. 

Abram meant “high father,” but Abraham means, “father of a multitude.” 

God changed Abram’s name and called him the father of a multitude before it came to pass. 

What’s God changing your name to?  
What’s God promised you before it came to pass?

What’s God placed in your heart to HOPE for?

Romans 4:17 explains this action by saying that “call into being things that don’t even exist yet.”

When the Lord created the universe, in Genesis 1:3 it tells us that He created light on the first day but didn’t create the sun, moon, and stars until the fourth day of creation (Gen. 1:14-19). 

The Lord called light into being first and four days later created a source for the light to come from. 

COME ON…….SUPERNATURAL…..

That’s not the way natural man does things. 

We are limited, 

God calls things
that are not as though they were!

THAT’S SUPERNATURAL

That’s the kind of faith we have to SEE salvation's, healing’s, and walk in our FULL authority!

THIS IS OUR INHERATENCE

We have to believe in God, whom we have not seen, and believe that our sins are forgiven, which we cannot prove by natural means. 

It takes God’s supernatural faith to receive salvation. 

Where do we get it from? 

We get it from God’s Word.

Romans 10:17 says, So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

We access God’s faith through His Word.

When we hear God’s Word, the Holy Spirit empowers it, and if we receive the truth, God’s supernatural faith enters us.  

For those of you who are saved, you did it by using God’s supernatural faith to receive His grace.

Once we receive God’s supernatural faith at salvation, it doesn’t leave us.

Let me say it this way…. Once you opened the pools of faith up, they are never closed to you.  Its an all swim all the time. 

Galatians 5:22-23 says, 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Faith becomes a permanent part of our born-again spirits.

And HOPE is in our DNA! 

We sometimes use the God kind of faith that’s present in our spirits and other times we don’t. 

The truth is, it is always present. 

There is no lack of faith within any true believer. 

There is just a lack of knowing and using what God has already given us.

Romans 12:3 says, For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 

God didn’t give us different measures of faith; 

we all received THE MEASURE OF FAITH!

All born-again Christians received the same amount of faith. THIS IS AWESOME!

That’s what the Apostle Peter said in 
2 Peter 1:1 Amplified

1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle (special messenger, personally chosen representative) of Jesus Christ,

To those who have received and possess [by God’s will] a precious faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:

The Greek word that was translated “precious” in this verse is “isotimos,” 

which means “of equal value or honor.” 

We have the same faith that Peter used when he raised Dorcas from the dead (Acts 9:36-42) 

and when he made people whole by touching them with just his shadow (Acts 5:15).

We also have the same faith that Paul had. 

Paul said in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” 

Paul did not say that he lived by faith IN the Son of God but by the faith OF the Son of God. 

The measure of faith that Paul had was the same measure that Jesus had. 

It was Jesus’ faith. 

There is only one measure of faith (Rom. 12:3), 

That is the faith of Jesus.

We have the same QUALITY and QUANITY of faith that Jesus has! (REPEAT)

Many Christians have not understood this, they have spent their time asking for MORE faith. 

How is God going to answer a prayer like that?

If I gave you my car and then you turned around and asked me for my car, what could I do? 

I would probably stand there in silence while I tried to figure out what was wrong with you. 

That’s the reason there isn’t an answer when you pray to the Lord for more faith. 

How about when you pray to the Lord for healing when you're already healed? 

We already have the same faith Jesus has.

None of us use all the faith we’ve been given.

We all have been given THE measure of faith.

This is a major truth that will totally change your attitude and the results that HOPE produces. 

Most people don’t doubt that faith works. 

They just doubt that they have enough. That’s the Lie!

Your HOPE and FAITH come from Him!  That’s the truth!

If Satan can blind you to this truth, then he can keep you from using the faith you have. 

It’s time to radically change your thinking!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Philemon 1:6 “I pray that the fellowship of your faith may become effective through the knowledge of every good thing which is in you for the sake of Christ.” 

Notice that Paul isn’t praying that Philemon will get something more from the Lord. 

He was praying that his faith would begin to work as he acknowledged what he already had. 

The word “acknowledge” means, “to admit, to recognize.” 

You can only acknowledge something that you already have. 

We already have the faith of God, and it will begin to work when we acknowledge this.

The more you know about faith and how it works, the more HOPE you will live in. 

Hopelessness is the absence of faith, 
HOPE activates the measure of FAITH!

If you truly understood the measure of faith that you have access to, 

you would never experience hopelessness. 

People would eventually see results if they just kept trying, 

but they give up easily because they believe they don’t have what it takes. 

That’s the LIE….. 

The Lord has given us everything we need, including all the faith we need. 

That’s the TRUTH…

Turn to your neighbor and say it’s time to acknowledge what we have and begin to operate in God’s faith.

Turn to your other neighbor and say I see Hope and Faith in you!

AMEN!

