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 The Week of October 9, 2022  

Psalm 73
Conversation Guide  

Take-Aways
• What we should believe: 

• About Humanity: (John 3:16) I believe all people are fallen in sin, but loved by God 
who has taken the initiative to save humanity from its sinfulness.  

• What we should become:

• Faithfulness: (Proverbs 20:6) I will be the person those around me can depend 
upon. 

• How we should behave: 

• I place God’s priorities above my own: (Matthew 6:33) I will place God’s priorities as 
described in the Bible ahead of my own.  
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Psalm 73
God is indeed good to Israel, 
to the pure in heart. 
But as for me, my feet almost slipped; 
my steps nearly went astray. 
For I envied the arrogant; 
I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

They have an easy time until they die, 
and their bodies are well fed. 
They are not in trouble like others; 
they are not afflicted like most people. 
Therefore, pride is their necklace, 
and violence covers them like a garment. 
Their eyes bulge out from fatness; 
the imaginations of their hearts run wild. 
They mock, and they speak maliciously; 
they arrogantly threaten oppression. 
They set their mouths against heaven, 
and their tongues strut across the earth. 
Therefore his people turn to them 
and drink in their overflowing words. 
The wicked say, “How can God know? 
Does the Most High know everything?” 
Look at them—the wicked! 
They are always at ease, 
and they increase their wealth. 

Did I purify my heart 
and wash my hands in innocence for nothing? 
For I am afflicted all day long 
and punished every morning. 
If I had decided to say these things aloud, 
I would have betrayed your people. 
When I tried to understand all this, 
it seemed hopeless 
until I entered God’s sanctuary. 
Then I understood their destiny. 
Indeed, you put them in slippery places; 
you make them fall into ruin. 
How suddenly they become a desolation! 
They come to an end, swept away by terrors. 
Like one waking from a dream, 
Lord, when arising, you will despise their image.

When I became embittered 
and my innermost being was wounded, 
I was stupid and didn’t understand; 
I was an unthinking animal toward you. 
Yet I am always with you; 
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you hold my right hand. 
You guide me with your counsel, 
and afterward you will take me up in glory. 
Who do I have in heaven but you? 
And I desire nothing on earth but you. 
My flesh and my heart may fail, 
but God is the strength of my heart, 
my portion forever. 
Those far from you will certainly perish; 
you destroy all who are unfaithful to you. 
But as for me, God’s presence is my good. 
I have made the Lord God my refuge, 
so I can tell about all you do.

Read the Psalm 
• Have the group read the Psalm 73 silently to themselves.

• Have a member of the group read the Psalm aloud. 

Observation
• What type of Psalm is this? Wisdom, Lament, Praise, Thanksgiving, or Royal?

• Who was the author of this Psalm? Who was Asaph?

Interpretation
• How do our modern times mirror the sentiments shared in this Psalm?

• How can we walk the line of being honest with God when we are upset and ensuring we 
don’t curse God during those times (see the book of Job for an excellent example)?

Application
• How does the world define success? 

Matthew 8:20

Jesus told him, “Foxes have dens, and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has no place 
to lay his head.” 

Matthew 16:24-27

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow after me, let him deny himself, take up 
his cross, and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
because of me will find it. For what will it benefit someone if he gains the whole world yet loses his 
life? Or what will anyone give in exchange for his life? ‘For the Son of Man is going to come with his 
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will reward each according to what he has done.”
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John 15:18-20

“If the world hates you, understand that it hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, 
the world would love you as its own. However, because you are not of the world, but I have chosen 
you out of it, the world hates you. Remember the word I spoke to you: ‘A servant is not greater than 
his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also 
keep yours.”

John 16:33

“I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. You will have suffering in this 
world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world.”

• How does God define success?

• How can this Psalm and these verses help us walk through the difficulty presented by 
these two different definitions?

• What have you been holding back in your prayer life to God? What disappointments are 
you facing that you feel like you can’t talk to God about?

• Take time this week to lay them out honestly and tell God how you feel. Let him heal you!

Next Steps
• Memorize John 16:33.

• Join the Celebration Family and read all of the Psalms together! Check out this reading 
plan in the YouVersion Bible App. https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/27275

• Watch “How to Read the Psalms” by The Bible Project on RightNow Media- https://app.
rightnowmedia.org/en/content/details/182905

• Create your own plan for daily Bible reading and implement it.

• Looking for more information on how to study the Bible? Check out Living by the Book by 
Dr. Howard Hendricks on RightNow Media- https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/content/
details/226788


