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Sermon Notes: September 3 & September 6, 2026
Matthew 18:15-20

| am so thankful that Jesus pursues us in peace and love. Jesus

loved you enough to dwell among humanity and die for your sins.
He loves you enough to be like the good shepherd who would
leave 99 sheep to pursue the one lost sheep. Through Jesus, God
is reconciling all of humanity to himself. Jesus invites us not only
to know but practice this kind of active love and grace in our
relationships.

Jesus offers a model for this practice in Matthew 18:15-20.
While many scholars would say that this passage outlines
practice for excommunication in the early church, | think this
passage is also a guide for navigating conflict. Instead of idly
waiting for conflict to pass, Jesus invites us to pursue peace,
forgiveness and relationships, much as Jesus does with us.
While the guidance may not apply to every situation, it is a place
to begin as we seek to live with more Christlike compassion.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
Rev. Sherri

NO KID SLEEPS
ON THE FLOOR
IN OUR TOWN!

Community Bed Build October 17,2026
8 am to 12 noon

All volunteers must preregister on the SHP website for the
FUMCG Community Bed Build. Please contact Sheila
Freeman, 256-490-5018 if you need help signing up online.

115 So. 5th Street, Gadsden, AL

256-543-8200

www.fumcgadsden.org

September 6, 2026
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Worship Opportunities

Thursday Worship 5:30 pm

Sunday Morning* Celebration, 9 am
Traditions 11 am
or On Demand @ www.fumcgadsden.org/media

*In-Person and Livestream

ACOLYTES
September 6: Volunteer

September 13; Sara Kate, Jake & Caroline Thornburg

Tech Team Schedule
September 6
Celebration: Bill Haller, Rob Reynolds
Traditions: Neil Mullin, Brad Barnes
September 13
Celebration: Bill Haller, Sheila Freeman
Traditions: Neil Mullin, Sheila Freeman, Rob Reynolds

email: fumc@fumcgadsden.org




Wonderful Wednesday, September 9, Dinner @ 5:15 pm.
Menu: Lasagna, Penne Alfredo, Spaghetti, Sallad, Dessert

Small Groups and Activities for all ages, 6 pm CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
Make a dinner reservation @ 256-490-5018 $7 per person, (under 11, $3)

0 Wednesday Bible Study with Rev. Sherri—11 am & 6 pm

e Join us beginning August 12 for a six-week study, “A Woman’s Place: What does the Bible Really Say about
Women and Leadership in the Church.” Bring your Bible as we look at various perspectives on women’s
leadership. Led by Rev. Sherri, this class will be offered at both 11am and 6pm. Classes will meet in Room 208
and will end on September 16.

e  Starting September 30, join a study on the United Methodist Book of Discipline. This study will focus on The
Social Principles: The Community of All Creation and the official stance of the United Methodist Church on many
contemporary issues. The study will be offered at 11am and 6pm and will meet in Room 208. The last session will
be held on November 11. The night session will not meet on the evening of fall festival.

e Hit the Road to Bethlehem on December 2 and 9 for a two-week Bible Study which will parallel and enhance the
Advent sermon series of the same name. Take a closer look at the locations, characters, and scriptures which
surround Jesus’ birth. The study will be offered at 11am and 6pm and will meet in Room 208.

0 Wednesday Bible Study with Harriet Murray, 6 pm

Twelve Women of the Bible-In this twelve-session small group journey taught by six acclaimed Bible teachers you

will meet a group of women in the Bible whose lives teach us about ourselves and about who God is. Come and

grow closer to God and each other through these revealing stories of frailties, struggles, brokenness, and victories
of real women from both the Old and New Testaments.

Odyssey
Discussion of sermon topics and relevant scripture.
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. ® Room 202 (Adult Library)

MAX LUCADO

Pathfinders/Seekers 10 am, Room 208 UNBREAKABLE

Unbreakable Courage by Max Lucado
Does the world feel topsy-turvy at best and toxic at worst? In Unbreakable Courage, Max
Lucado brings today’s chaos into conversation with the timeless truth of Scripture,
offering biblical insight, encouragement, and hope for uncertain times.

PARABLES Living Water 10 am, Room 116 Rev. Ken Casey

romygthe
B:a k Parables from the Backside by J. Ellsworth Kalas
Sl This insightful study explores Jesus’ parables from fresh and unexpected perspectives, helping

us discover new meaning and deeper spiritual truths in familiar stories. Whether you are a
mmesoicswimarwine | lONGEIMe member or looking for a class to visit, you are warmly invited to join us for engaging
J. LLSWORTH KALAS discussion, fellowship, and spiritual growth.

New Young Adult Sunday School Class Forming

Begins September 13 @ 10 am in the Parlor.

“Men at the Well” Thursday Mornings, 7:00 am

You are invited to join the weekly Bible study with the “Men at the Well” at the 278 Restaurant.
¢ Devotionals ¢ Fellowship ¢ Mission ¢ Service ¢
Contact Todd Rains, Mark Condra, Mark Casey, or any of the Men at the Well for more information.
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Wonderful Wednesday Sep 9 Dinner @ 5:15 pm
Lasagna, Spaghetti, Salad, Dessert ($7 per person, $3 for 11 & under)
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Sunday Mornings
Children’s Church during worship, 9 am &
11 am
Sunday school @ 10 am

Wonderful Wednesday is back!
5:15 pm for dinner $7 per person
($3 for 11 and under!)

6 pm Small Groups and Activities for all
ages!

Need more info?
katharine@fumcgadsden.org
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Gadsden First Umnited Methodist Church Children’s Ministry .




September Mission Focus

During the month of
September the Mission Team
is receiving “Red Bucket”
Donations for the Etowah
Free Community Clinic:

+ Paper Towels

+ Kleenex tissue

+ Toilet Paper

+ Copy Paper
Look for the big “Red Buckets” in the Chestnut Foyer and the
entrances to the Sanctuary.

Etowah Free Community Clinic provides uninsured
patients of Etowah County with access to physician’s,
nurses, support staff, prescription medication and a

Etowah Free

variety of holistic care services, at no cost.

First UMC Gadsden is sponsoring
a Community Build for
“Sleep in Heavenly Peace” October 17, 2026
See Page 5 for more details!

United Women in Faith y |
| Unifed |

| UWF September Luncheon
Special Guest Speaker: Michelle Thomas
Admission: $20 per person
| 12 noon, Monday, September 14 |
| First UMC Gadsden |
| Make a Reservation Online: www.fumcgadsden.org or the |
| church app
| Olivia Kendrick, President |
Susan Copeland, Vice-President |

“By this all will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for
one another.” John 13:35

Ladle of Love
Fridays, 11:00am-12:00pm,
at the Portico entrance.

Volunteers are needed to
serve on Ladle of Love
Teams. Contact the church
office for more information
on how you can serve.
Clothes Closet Workdays
are Tuesdays before open
days from 9:00-11:00 am.
Open to Public
1st & 3rd Wednesdays
September open dates are
9/2 and 9/15
9:00 am to 11:00 am
516 Broad Street Gadsden
Find out more about mission
and service opportunities @
www.fumcgadsden.org/serve
Phone: 256-543-8200
Email:
fumc@fumcgadsden.org

Ladle of Love
Clothes Closet

May 2026
‘LOL 520
- Clothes Closet 268

Thanks to our
Volunteers!



First UMC Gadsden’s Community Bed
Build for“Sleep in Heavenly Peace”
Saturday, October 17, 2026

Church family, we have an exciting opportunity to serve our
community! First UMC Gadsden is hosting a Community Bed
Build in partnership with Sleep in Heavenly Peace.

Our goal is to build 100 beds and raise $25,000 so that no child
in our town sleeps on the floor. You can help by sponsoring a
bed ($250), making a donation of any amount, volunteering on Build Day, or praying for

the families we serve. There are tasks for all ages to participate in
the Bed Build! @" @
' .
Z é‘v Z

Build Day is Saturday, October 17, from 8 am to 12 pm,
right here at our church. Volunteer Sign Up Online is now available. J-
Let’s come together and make a difference — one bed at a time! @'

oy TR R TGRS CD I V- LR | Sypport our Community SHP Bed Build!
Donate a NEW

Twin-Size “Bed-in-a-Bag”
Complete Bedding Set

- |

Find Out

* Average cost is $35 to $50 per set.
¢ Available online or at local stores.
e Sets must be NEW & Twin Size (regular).
e Sets should include:
o 1 comforter(66"x86")
o 1sham (20"x26")
o 1 pillowcase (20"x30")
o 1flat sheet (66"x102")
o 1fitted sheet(39"x75"+12").

Goal: $25,000
to Build 100 BEDS!

|

Bring Your Donation of Bedding Sets to the
church during the month of July!




== JOIN US FOR == : $20 Per Person

(Pay at the Door.)

UWF Luncheon: 12 Noon

Monday, September 14
Make a Reservation by
Friday, September 11
REAL STORY. A2 W\ Online:
TR el P IR | www.fumcgadsden.org
grotsephsegll T DRN By Phone: 256.543.8200
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United Women in Faith
First United Methodist Church of Gadsden

Lay Leadership (Nominations)
While 2027 may seem far away, it is
almost time for the church to start
preparing for the year ahead. This
includes nomination of leadership for
2027. If you feel led to serve in the areas .
of caring for our facilities, personnel,
finance, general business, missions or
nominations for leadership; you are
invited to self-nominate by August 17th. First UMC Gadsden
Simply follow the QR code to the self Lay Leadership (Nominations)
nominate form or pick up a paper form

at the front desk of the church office. You may find a description of all the teams at
fumcgadsden.org then click on the about tab for “about” and then “leadership” .
Under: leadership” you will find a complete description for all the leadership teams.
You can also speak with a FUMCG staff member to find out more.
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ANIMALS

Submit a photo of your
beloved pet (in honor orin
memory) by September 16

by email:
sheila@fumcgadsden.org
or bring a photo on
September 27 of your pet
to place on the Chancel
Rail in the Sanctuary.
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Welcomes You!

First United Methodist Church of Gadsden

HeBrews Coffee Café, Chestnut Foyer, Sundays, 10 am
We look forward to seeing you on Sunday Morning!

Follow us on
Facebook and Instagram.

Pigkleball

ME AND PLAY!

SPORTS | FRIENDS | MONDAYS @ FIRST

Greeters & Ushers for Worship

Sunday, September 6
Celebration: Vicky Handy

Traditions: Terry & Sheila Bishop; Bob & Becky Oltman
Sunday, September 13

Celebration: Kim & Cynthia Whitt

Traditions: Mandell & Judy Tillman; John & Margie Freeman

If you would like to serve as an Greeter/Usher, please contact Susan Swann in the church
office, email: susan@fumcgadsden.org or phone: 256.543.8200.

The United Methodist Church: Celebrating 70 Years of Ordination of Women 1956-2026



Fall ELC Apple Sale!

Order by September 14. Apples will be ready for pickup
Six flavors to choose from!

on September 26th.

Apple Strudel

Creamy homemade caramel covering a fresh granny smith apple and
then dipped in a sweet white chocolate and tossed with our cinnamon-
sugar topping - most popular.

Strawberry Cheesecake

Granny smith apple covered in soft creamy caramel and dipped into
white chocolate and covered in a delicious strawberry cheesecake and
graham cracker crumbles.

Triple Chocolate

Fresh granny smith apple smothered in our homemade caramel and dipped into
milk chocolate and then drizzled with dark and white chocolate.

Dark Sea Salt

Made from scratch caramel coated granny smith apple dipped in a sweet dark
chocolate and sprinkled with grey sea salt.

Peanut Butter Swirl

Crisp granny smith apple coated in golden caramel and dipped in white chocolate blended with peanut
butter then topped with milk chocolate drizzle.

Classic With Nuts

Granny smith apple coated in creamy sweet caramel and rolled in nuts.

PR

Order OnI|ne Now!

| e e e s i e L B e R B R i am e R R B B Ny |
'ELC Fall Apple Sale- $14.00 Each Pay Online:
| Name Email
1 Phone
Order Deadllne Sep. 14‘
"“2\.‘\ Apple Pickup: Sep 26
Peanut | Classic
STRAW Dark S o tit D ted
Name [STRUDEL Chito- [ToDeoell oo | wigh [FHANttyl Dohate
BERRY Salt . Ordered| Amount
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“..The old has gone,

the new has come!"
2 Corinthiams 5:17b

Alleluia Offering 2026

With deep gratitude, we announce that the 2026 Alleluia
Offering is $42,790. That is a record-breaking amount for First
United Methodist Church. Thank you for your ongoing generosity
and support. Your gifts fully funded all the designated areas for
Alleluia 2026 and will allow the support of vital ministries to be
expanded.

This year’s Alleluia Offering will fund needed lighting upgrades for
the sanctuary, including steeple, and lamp post lights; invest in
Children and Youth Ministry Spaces; and support technology
(computer) upgrades for the church staff.

In Christ,
Rev. Sherri Reynolds, Senior Pastor

MATTHEW 7:24-27

“Building A Solid Foundation”
2026 Generosity Emphasis

Information and Estimate of Giving
Cards are available in the Chestnut
Foyer or Online. Thank you for your

GENEROSITY 2026

First United
Methodist C h
of Gadsde

urch
n

Generosity: Ways to Give
In-person, at the offering time during worship.
Online: www.fumcgadsden.org/give
Text to Give: 256-344-8464
Venmo @FirstUMCGadsden
Mail your tithe or gift: 115 S. 5th Street, Gadsden, AL 35901

Generosity.

Secure Online G

First UMC Gadsden
is a registered charity and can receive
donations through Venmo:
@FirstUMCGadsden

(Please search in Venmo under charities
or follow the link in the QR Code.)

3845 0 7
e 8]

Download our Church App
Search First UMC-Gadsden
In the App Store for Android or iPhone.




Sept 6, Sunday
9:00 am-Celebration Worship

HeBrews Coffee; Sunday School
11:00 am-Traditions Worship

Sept 7, Monday
Office Closed for Holiday

Sept 8, Tuesday
1:15 pm-Staff Meeting

5:00 pm-Yoga, Gym

See Page 6 for more information on
opportunities to lead and serve.

First UMC Gadsden
Lay Leadership (Nominations)

NO KID SLEEPS
ON THE FLOOR
IN OUR TOWN!

|

Community Bed Build October 17,2026
8 am to 12 noon

First UMC Gadsden Sept 6-12, 2026

Sept 9, Wednesday

11:00 am- Wednesday Morning Bible Study

5:15 pm-Wednesday Night Meal, Gathering Room
6:00 pm-Children’s Activities, Gym & Room 108;
Youth Activities, Gym & Room 211;

Bible Study Groups, Rooms 110 & 208

6:00 pm-Choir Practice, Choir Room

Sept 10, Thursday

9:00 am-10:00 am-Exercise Group, Gym

5:30 pm-Thursday Worship, Sanctuary

Sept 11, Friday

11:00 am-12:00 pm; Ladle of Love

12:00 pm, Office Closed

The plowery on the alfar are in memory
o Jackie Clydean Webb on her birthday
September 9, given by Denise MeCarthy.

Volunteer Sign Up

Wonderful Wednesday Fellowship Dinner
5:15 pm, $7 pp, (under 11, $3)
Text to reserve your spot: 256-490-5018
Menu Sep 2: Lasagna, Penne Alfredo, Salad, Dessert

Immediate Prayer Concerns

The Family of Carma Rayburn.

Continued Prayer Concerns
Cindy Archer (ELC teacher) Dawn Rains

Trish Harrell

Tricia Blount

Anna Morgan Harrell Rachel Sims

Honorariums &L Memorials Lynn Page Anne McNabb (Becky Thompson’s sister)
General Fund Budget Mark Burkett (J.T.Harrell's cousin) Bobby Junkins
In memory of Evelyn Pierson, given by E.C. Frantz. James Dial (infant son of Jay & Taylor)

Amy Epperson (daughter of Gene & Danna Dean)

Birthdays Attendance Week of August 30, 2026 Read the
Sept 6 Jonathan Blount In Person Total 188~ On Line Total 360
Sept 7 Carmen McKiven, Thursday *20 Celebration *70/121 Weekly Newsletter
Andrew Jackson, Traditions *98/239  Worship Total 548 || Subscribe totheweekly newsletter
Charlie Summers Adult SS*39 Children’s SS *3 by submitting your email address to
Sept 8 Danny Swann, Youth SS*5 Children Sun *19 the church secretary, Susan Swann:
Mark Condra, Michael McKiven, | | Bible Study *29 Nursery Wed/Sun*4 || Susan@fumcgadsden.org
Lydia Horton Children Wed/Sun *32  Youth Wed/Sun *22 You will receive the weekly
Sept 9 Roberta Clonts, newsletter by email on Friday
Anderson Roberts Year 2026 Week of August 30, 2026 m.ormng.s. The Newsletter is also
Sept12Chris Hil =< || General Offering Budget §13,040,00 || 2V31aD N the SFUMC Ghureh App

Wil General Offering Received $ 8,381.97 and on the Chureh Website.

Please update your YTD Gen. Offering Budget ~ $456,400,00 || P€ase remember to update your
family’s record in the church office YTD Gen. Offering Rec'd $471 64746 contact info with the church!
to include all dates of birth.
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