
Many followers of Jesus struggle with the idea of giving or tithing. Some believe it is a duty to tithe.
Others believe they should give cheerfully rather than calculate percentages. For those who have spent
their lives attending church regularly, giving might be “something that just happens” during the service
and it is never really given a second thought.

This document attempts to address the heart of giving from a Biblical perspective and to clarify the
reasons for giving to the local church.

BEGIN AT THE BEGINNING

The first active use of the word “give” is found in Genesis 1:29. In the account of creation, God tells man
(Adam): “Look, I have given you all the plants that have grain for seeds and all the trees whose fruits
have seeds in them. They will be food for you.” The first GIVER was God himself, and as he tells us in
that same chapter, we are created in God’s image. He instilled in us the desire to give.

Throughout Scripture, the instances of God giving to man are numerous. In Deuteronomy, Moses helped
the nation of Israel understand the depth of God’s giving. He explained that God had freed them from
bondage in Egypt and was leading them to a land that had been promised to their ancestors (Deut. 6:23).
Furthermore, he tried to teach them to look to God as the giver of all things rather than credit themselves
with their good fortune, wealth, or power (Deut. 8:18). In fact, the Israelites were taught to use their
natural inclination to give to help those in need among them because it pleases God (Deut. 15:10).

Throughout history, the giving heart of God is visible. He gave Adam and Eve a beautiful garden, safety,
food, and His company on a daily basis. After they sinned, he gave them clothes (Genesis 3:21). He gave
Abraham and Sarah a son in their old age (Genesis 21:1-7). He gave the nation of Israel freedom from
slavery, food from heaven, and a homeland (Deut 6:23; Numbers 11). He gave leaders, prophets, and
rescuers to His chosen people. He gave Samson strength (Judges 13-16), David talent (1 Sam 18:10),
and Solomon wisdom (1 Kings 3:11-12). Above any other gift, He gave us Jesus to die for our sins, pay
our debt, and conquer death forever (John 3:16).

God is a giving Father.

In return for everything God gave them and what He had done and was doing for them, people began to
give to God (to His purposes and plans). They gave through offerings – like Noah did after the flood when
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he was able to walk again on dry ground (Genesis 8:20) – or when the temple in Jerusalem was being
constructed. David put it this way:

But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this?
Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand…Lord,

our God, all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your Holy
Name comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. All of these things I have given

willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how willingly your people who
are here have given to you. (1 Chron 29: 14, 16-17, NIV)

The practice of tithing dates back to Abraham. Abraham offered a tithe (which means a tenth) to
Melchizadek, priest of the Most High God, as an act of thanksgiving. (See Genesis 14.) Tithing became a
systematic form of giving after God’s people were rescued from Egypt and became the nation of Israel.
Some of the tithes supported the Levites (priests) who were devoted to taking care of the tabernacle
(Number 18-21), God’s house. Tithes were also used to care for the poor and to finance the festivals that
God ordained for His people.

One can find many examples of tithing from a sense of duty, thanksgiving, or acknowledgement of God’s
provision in the story of His chosen people, Israel. (See Genesis 28:20-22; Leviticus 27:30-32; Numbers
18:25-32; Deuteronomy 8:17-18 and 14:28-29 and 26:12; Nehemiah 13:10-13; Malachi 3:10;
Deuteronomy 28:4-12 and 30:9).

Offerings were distinct from tithes in that they were (a) portions of sacrifices set aside for the priests, or
(b) given in addition to tithes (1 Chron 29:6-9). Many churches today refer to “tithes and offerings” when
referring to money coming into the church. In the Old Testament, the offering was intended to be given on
top of the required tenth for a specific purpose (1 Chron. 29:14-17). Sacrifices and offerings were
instituted as a way to remind God’s people of their separation from Him because of their sin, and of their
need for reconciliation. There were different sacrifices and offerings connected to approaching the Lord in
prayer, for atonement of sin and guilt, and for fellowship with the Lord. (See Leviticus 1-5.)

NEW TESTAMENT GIVING

In the New Testament church, many of the ideas related to tithes and offerings remained. There is,
however, one significant difference: it became unnecessary to offer sacrifices for one’s guilt or sin once
Jesus died and rose again. Being perfect, His atonement for our sin and guilt provided a complete
cleansing. As a result, giving in the New Testament church stemmed from a source of gratitude, joy, and
love (Eph 2:4-10). The benefactors were missionaries traveling to share the gospel with others (Phil 4:16) ,
church leaders/teachers (1 Tim 5:17-18), and those in need of financial assistance for survival (2 Cor
8:1-5).
Tithing is not mentioned specifically in connection with the New Testament church; however, the primary
purposes of the tithe – support for those who serve in the house of the Lord and assistance for the poor –
were reiterated. One more important distinction is evident in the New Testament: the Lord (through the
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Apostle Paul) encouraged believers to give cheerfully to supply the needs of others. He assured them
that doing so meant they would be blessed and the Lord would be glorified (2 Cor 8:11-15 and 9:6-12.)
So what was commanded in the Old Testament for the upkeep of the temple and caring for the less
fortunate in the community became an expectation in the New Testament to share eagerly and gladly for
the same reasons – without putting a dollar amount or a specified percentage of income on the gift.

GIVING TO THE LOCAL CHURCH

What did giving look like in the New Testament church? Look what Luke says in Acts (2:41-47 (ESV):

So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three
thousand souls. And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to

the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders
and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had
all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing

the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising

God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day
those who were being saved.

Several salient points can be identified here:
1. Every believer supported the mission of the church (God’s purposes and plans).
2. Because they were of “one heart and soul” in the pursuit of God’s purposes and plans, they were

not possessive about their money, homes, lands, and so on. Everything was considered “up for
grabs” because the people viewed possessions as belonging to God anyway and they could
benefit the church and/or the community of believers (Leviticus 27:30-32; Acts 17:24-25; 1
Corinthians 6:19-20).

3. No one found himself/herself lacking, even after they gave. God provided for each and every
believer through His abundance.

4. The offerings were brought to the church (the apostles’ feet).
5. They still gathered as the church (in the temple) but not to the exclusion of doing life together

(breaking bread in their homes).
6. They had joy in their hearts and got along with each other.
7. Their example and the apostles’ teaching had a lasting effect; people came to faith in Jesus on a

daily basis.
8. At times, believers gave sacrificially. In other words, when the need was great, they sold

something and used the proceeds to help those in need.
It is obvious from New Testament teaching, followers of Jesus gave cheerfully to support God’s
purposes and plans, just as the tithes and sacrifices did in the Old Testament.  Paul writes to the
Corinthians, “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.” Clearly, this conveys the heart of giving for followers of Jesus then and
now.
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GIVING TO NORTHSTAR PULASKI

As a New Testament church, Northstar Pulaski prioritizes its budget to emphasize disciple making.  In our
case, this means to help followers of Jesus to live on mission in community.  Your giving enables our
local church family to provide the ways and means to fulfill our overall vision. This includes ongoing
leadership training, support for micro churches, as well as support to ministry partners all over the world
(e.g., The Timothy Initiative, etc.).

Your giving to Northstar Pulaski also supports the pastor and church staff, hospitality for church events,
rent and utilities of the church office, and other operating expenses.

Additional information about how your financial gifts to Northstar Pulaski are used for God’s purposes
and plans can be obtained by emailing office@northstarpulaski.org.

Next Steps for Believers

When we understand the heart of giving, we find ourselves facing a challenge: What does God want me
to give? There are many people to reach with the Gospel of Jesus Christ right here in the New River
Valley. Our church family has both practical and spiritual needs to be met, such as the need for deeper
understanding of God’s word, skills for sharing their faith stories or leading people to Christ, and the need
for community with other believers. Giving to Northstar helps provide those things.

As you have seen in this document, God gives generously, cheerfully, and sacrificially to us in proportion
to our needs. Such giving is exactly what He asks us to do in return – to generously and cheerfully
support His plans and purposes, giving sacrificially when needed and always in proportion to what we
are able to give. (He never asks us to give what we don’t have. See 2 Corinthians 8:11-15.)

If you already give, are you doing so with a cheerful heart? When extraordinary needs arrive in the
church family or community, are you ever compelled to give sacrificially? What kinds of needs spur you
to do so? And finally, keeping in mind that God never asks you to give more than you have, are you
giving proportionately to support Northstar or other missions in the New River Valley?
Try talking with your heavenly Father about the level of personal giving that would bring glory to Him and
blessing to you. Ask Him to lead you in your giving activity just as He leads you in other areas of life.
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References

Genesis 1:29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed
that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its
fruit. You shall have them for food.

Genesis 3:21 And the Lord God made for Adam and his wife garments of skins
and clothed them.

Genesis 8:20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and took some of every clean
animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on
the altar.

Genesis 14 Please read the full chapter.

Genesis 21:1-7 The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as
he had promised. And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in
his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham
called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore
to him, Isaac. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was
eight days old, as God had commanded him. Abraham was a
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. And Sarah
said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh
over me.” And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that
Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old
age.”

Genesis 28:20-22 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will
keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and
clothing to wear, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace,
then the Lord shall be my God, and this stone, which I have set up
for a pillar, shall be God’s house. And of all that you give me I will
give a full tenth to you.”

Leviticus 1-5 Please read the full chapters.

Leviticus 27:30-32 “Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit
of the tree, is the Lord’s; it is holy to the Lord. If a man wishes to
redeem some of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it. And every tithe of
herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that pass under the
herdsmans staff, shall be holy to the Lord.

Numbers 11 Please read the full chapter.

Numbers 18:25-32 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Moreover, you shall speak
and say to the Levites, ‘When you take from the people of Israel the
tithe that I have given you from them for your inheritance, then you
shall present a contribution from it to the Lord, a tithe of the tithe.
And your contribution shall be counted to you as though it were the
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grain of the threshing floor, and as the fullness of the winepress. So
you shall also present a contribution to the Lord from all your tithes,
which you receive from the people of Israel. And from it you shall
give the Lord’s contribution to Aaron the priest. Out of all the gifts to
you, you shall present every contribution due to the Lord; from each
its best part is to be dedicated.’ Therefore you shall say to them,
‘When you have offered from it the best of it, then the rest shall be
counted to the Levites as product of the threshing floor, and as
produce of the winepress. And you may eat it in any place, you and
your households, for it is your reward in return for your service in the
tent of meeting. And you shall bear no sin by reason of it, when you
have contributed the best of it. But you shall not profane the holy
things of the people of Israel, lest you die.’”

Numbers 18-21 Please read the full chapters

Deuteronomy 6:23 And he brought us out from there, that he might bring us in and give
us the land that he swore to give to our fathers.

Deuteronomy 8:17-18 Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my
hand have gotten me this wealth.’ You shall remember the Lord your
God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may
confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.

Deuteronomy 14:28-29 “At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of
your product in the same year and lay it up within your towns. And
the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and
the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, shall come and eat and
be filled, that the Lord may bless you in all the work of your hands
that you do.

Deuteronomy 15:10 You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not be grudging
when you give to him, because for this the Lord your God will bless
you in all your work and in all that you undertake.

Deuteronomy 26:12 “When you have finished paying all the tithe of your product in the
third year, which is the year of tithing, giving it to the Levite, the
sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, so that they may eat within
your towns and be filled, then you shall say before the Lord your
God, ‘I have removed the sacred portion out of my house, and
moreover, I have given it the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and
the widow, according to all your commandment that you have
commanded me.

Deuteronomy 28:4-12 Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground
and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young
of your flock. Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.
Bless shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be
when you go out. The Lord will cause your enemies who rise against
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you to be defeated before you. They shall come out against you one
way and flee before you seven ways. The Lord will command the
blessing on you in your barns and in all that you undertake. And he
will bless you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. The
Lord will establish you as a people holy to himself, as he has sworn
to you, if you keep the commandments of the Lord your God and
walk in his ways. And all the peoples of the earth shall see that you
are called by the name of the Lord, and they shall be afraid of you.
And the Lord will make you abound in prosperity, in the fruit of your
womb and in the fruit of your livestock and in the fruit of your
ground, within the land that the Lord swore to your fathers to give
you. The Lord will open to you his good treasury, the heavens, to
give the rain to your land in its season and to bless all the work of
your hands And you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not
borrow.

Deuteronomy 30:9 The Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all the
work of your hand, in the fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your
cattle and in the fruit of your ground. For the Lord will again take
delight in prospering you, as he took delight in your fathers.

Judges 13-16 Please read the full chapters.

1 Samuel 18:10 The next day a harmful spirit from God rushed upon Saul, and he
raved within his house while David was playing the lyre, as he did
day by day.

1 Kings 3:11-12 And God said to him, Because you have asked this, and have not
asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right,
behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise
and discerning mind, so that none like you have been before you
and none like you shall arise after you.

1 Chronicles 29:6-9 Then the leaders of the fathers’ houses made their freewill offerings,
as did also the leaders of the tribes, the commanders of thousands
and of hundreds, and the officers over the king’s work. They gave for
the service of the house of God 5,000 talents and 10,000 darics of
gold, 10,000 talents of silver, 18,000 talents of bronze and 100,000
talents of iron. And whoever had precious stones gave them to the
treasury of the house of the Lord, in the care of Jehiel the
Gershonite. Then the people rejoiced because they had given
willingly, for with a whole heart they had offered freely to the Lord.
David the king also rejoiced greatly.

1 Chronicles 29:14, 16-17 But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to
give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we
have given you only what comes from your hand…Lord, our God, all
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this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for
your Holy Name comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you.
All of these things I have given willingly and with honest intent. And
now I have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here
have given to you. (1 Chron 29: 14, 16-17, NIV)

Nehemiah 13:10-13 I also found out that the portions of the Levites had not been given
to them, so that the Levites and the singers, who did the work, had
fled each to his field. So I confronted the officials and said, “Why is
the house of God forsaken?” And I gathered them together and set
them in their stations. Then all Judah brought the tithe of the grain,
wine, and oil into the storehouses. And I appointed as treasurers
over the storehouses Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and
Pedaiah of the Levites, and as their assistant Hanan the son of
Zaccur, son of Mattaniah, for they were considered reliable, and their
duty was to distribute to their brothers.

Malachi 3:10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my
house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will
not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a
blessing until there is no more need.

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

Acts 2:41-47 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were
added that day about three thousand souls. And they devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul,
and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.
And all who believed were together and had all things in common.
And they were selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day,
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes,
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their
number day by day those who were being saved.

Acts 4:32-35

Acts 17:24-25

Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him
was his own, but they had everything in common. And with great
power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a
need person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had
need.
The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of
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I Corinthians 6:19-20

heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he
himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you
were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has
been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of
affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have
overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave
according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means,
of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part
in the relief of the saints – and this, not as we expected, but they
gave themselves first to the Lord and then to the will of God for us.

2 Corinthians 8:11-15 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it
may be matched by your completing it out of what you have. For if
the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person
had, not according to what he does not have. For I do not mean that
others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of
fairness your abundance at the present time should supply their
need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may
be fairness. As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing
left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.”

2 Corinthians 9:6-12 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one
must give as he had decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make
all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at
all times, you may abound in every good work. As it is written, “He
has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness
endures forever.” He who supplied seed to the sower and bread for
food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the
harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to
be generous in every way, which through us will produce
thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is not only
supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many
thanksgivings to God.

Ephesians 2:4-10 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which
he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ – by grace you have been saved – and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places
in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
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Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so
that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that
we should walk in them.

Philippians 4:16 Even in Thessalonica, you sent me help for my needs once and
again.

1 Timothy 5:17-18 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor,
especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. For the
Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the
grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.”
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