
WORSHIP OF THE LIVING GOD 

Sunday, December 4, 2022                                    

Reflection 

The devil loves it when we say we believe then prioritize everything in 

our lives ahead of God.                                                                                                      

A Man of God    -A. W. Tozer 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Advent Reading                                                                         Luke 1:26-33  

Austen, Ashlie, Piper, Harrison, and Reagan Hayes 

 

Choir Meditation 

Breath of Heaven 
Arr. by Lloyd Larson 

 

*Call to Worship                                                                          Luke 2:13-15    

   Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of 

heaven—praising God and saying, “Glory to God in highest heaven, 

and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” When the 

angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, 

“Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which 

the Lord has told us about.” 

 

*Invocation 

 

*Carol of Praise 

Angels from the Realms of Glory 
James Montgomery, 1816, 1825; Henry Smart, 1867 

 

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth; 

 

REFRAIN: Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

Shepherds in the fields abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with man is now residing, yonder shines the infant light: 

 

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star: 

 

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear; 

 

All creation, join in praising, God the Father, Spirit, Son; 

Evermore your voices raising, to th'eternal Three in One 

 

Confession of Sin 

Father in Heaven, you love us, and in your love, through the sending 

of your son Jesus, you have entered our brokenness, you felt the sting 

of betrayal, you knew the isolation of loneliness, you experienced the 

wounding of injustice. And unlike us you remained without sin. Father 

we confess that we cannot love, cannot forgive, cannot obey, cannot 

sacrifice, without the power of your Holy Spirit. Forgive us for not only 

thinking we can, but for endeavoring to do so in our own strength. Turn 

our hearts toward you, pour your Spirit upon us, and help us live lives 

that reflect your gospel in every thought & deed. 

 
Silent Confession 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness & Pardoning Grace                2 Corinthians 8:9                                                              

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 

rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty 

might become rich.  

 

*Carols of Assurance 

 

Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor 
Frank Houghton 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour, 

All for love's sake becamest poor; 

Thrones for a manger didst surrender, 

Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor. 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendour, 

All for love's sake becomes poor. 

 

Thou who art God beyond all praising, 

All for love's sake becamest man; 

Stooping so low, but sinners raising 

Heavenwards by thine eternal plan. 

Thou who art God beyond all praising, 

All for love's sake becamest man. 

 

Thou who art love beyond all telling, 

Saviour and King, we worship thee. 

Emmanuel, within us dwelling, 

Make us what thou wouldst have us be. 

Thou who art love beyond all telling, 

Saviour and King, we worship thee. 

 

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
English Carol, 18th cent. 

 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, 

Remember Christ our Saviour, was born on Christmas day, 

To save us all from Satan's power, when we were gone astray; 

 

REFRAIN: O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy. 

 

From God our heav'nly Father, a blessed angel came; 

And unto certain shepherds, brought tidings of the same: 

How that in Bethlehem was born, the son of God by name. 

 

'Fear not then,' said the angel, 'let nothing you affright, 

This day is born a Saviour, of a pure virgin bright, 

To free all those who trust in him, from Satan's power and might.' 

 

The shepherds at those tidings, rejoiced much in mind, 

And left their flocks afeeding, in tempest, storm, and wind: 

And went to Bethlehem straightway, the Son of God to find. 

 

Children’s Song 

Waiting 
By Brad Erickson 

 

Tithes and Offerings                                                                Mark 12:41-44 

And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the 

people putting money into the offering box. Many rich people put 

in large sums. And a poor widow came and put in two small copper 

coins, which make a penny. And he called his disciples to him and 

said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more 

than all those who are contributing to the offering box. For they all 

contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has 

put in everything she had, all she had to live on. 

”*There are offering boxes at each exit, or you may give online 

**Kindergarten through 2nd grade are dismissed to the library for Engage. 

They will rejoin the congregation during the final song. 

 

Congregational Prayer 

 

Reading of Scripture                                                           Galatians 4:8-20 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Sermon 

We Will Never Go Back 

 

*Carol of Response 

Joy to the World 
Based on Psalm 98 Isaac Watts, 1719;  

George Frederick Handel, 1742, Arr. by Lowell Mason 1836 

 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 

And heaven and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: 

Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy. 

 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness, 

And wonders of his love. 

 

*Benediction 



December Special Events 

 

December 7th, 6:30pm 

High School Progressive Dinner 
 

December 8th, 6pm 

Women’s Christmas Gathering 
 

December 11th, 5:30pm 

CPC Life Christmas Party 
 

December 11th, 5pm 

Officer & Staff Christmas Party 
 

December 18th, 10:30am 

Lessons & Carols (No Sunday School) 
 

December 24th, 5:00pm 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
 

December 25th, 10:30am 

Christmas Service (No Sunday School) 
 

December 26th-30th 

Office Closed 
 

January 1st, 10:30am 

Worship Service (No Sunday School) 
 

 

Christmas Eve Service: As we’ve planned for the Christmas season, 

we’ve recognized a need for a few people to keep the nursery 

during the Christmas Eve Service. We typically have a lot of visitors 

at the service and would love to be able to serve them by having 

the nursery open. Would you prayerfully consider if this is a way you 

can serve? If you’re able, let Liz know at liz.lyles@clemsonpres.org. 

 

Officer Info: If you would like to talk to an elder or deacon, their 

information is available in Realm, our online database, on a handout 

at the information booth, or by calling the church office 

Elders: Bryan Counts, Steve Dickey, Matthew Icard, Greg Batt, 

Doug Bull, Bill Caldwell, Lehmon Dekle, Mark Dodd, Bill Fisk, Mike 

Haas, Will Huss, Kevin Miles, Chris Peters, Rob Porter, Jacob 

Repokis, Conrad Shuler, Carson Snipes, Barry Swiger, Doug 

Wilson, Rob Vaughn 

Deacons: Tommy Barron, Ensley Feemster, Bill Harley, Allen 

Lohmann, Bill Shivar, Clint Thackery, David Thorsland, Joel Ward, 

Brooks Williams 

 

*subscribe to church emails or download the Clemson Pres app at 

clemsonpres.org/contact 
 

 

 

 

 

Galatians: Freedom 
We Will Never Go Back 

Galatians 4:8-20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


