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“If dependence upon God is the point, weakness becomes an
asset. Weakness is the space where reliance is built and grace is
delivered. God breaks the pot to shape the soul. Its a
mysterious grace we are given, a grace upon which we stand.”
Dave Harvey, The Clay Pot Conspiracy

Main Idea: The power of God is demonstrated in all our
afflictions as Christians so that the life of Jesus would be
known to others.

1. Christ’s is Displayed in
v.7)

Application: See your weaknesses as an advantage
when it comes to gospel ministry.

2. Christ’s is Shown in

2 Corinthians 4:7-12

7 But we have this treasure in jars
of clay, to show that the
surpassing power belongs to God
and not to us. ® We are afflicted in
every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not driven to
despair; ® persecuted, but not
forsaken; struck down, but not
destroyed; ' always carrying in
the body the death of Jesus, so that
the life of Jesus also may be
manifested in our bodies.

For we who live are always
being given over to death for
Jesus’ sake, so that the life of
Jesus also may be manifested in
our mortal flesh. * So death is at
work in us, but life in you.

(v. 8-9)

Application: Know that your affliction, in Christ, is never to destroy you but to use you.

3. Christ’s is Revealed in

(v. 10-12)

Application: Die with Christ daily in order to see the life of Christ embraced by others.



DiscussioN QUESTIONS

These questions are for further study and application of today s text of Scripture. Thoughtfully writing
out the answers to these questions will help to drive home the point of today s study. One of the best
ways to grow as a disciple is by discussing these types of questions in a small group. Find a small

group here: gracebiblecw.com/lifegroup or ask someone next to you if you can join their group!

1) Why do you think we so often want to show strength as Christians rather than weakness? How
have you seen God work in you through your moments of weakness?

2) How has God used afflictions in your life to draw you closer to Him? In what ways can verses
8 and 9 be an encouragement to us in the midst of our own trials?

3) What would it look like in your life today to die with Christ daily in order to rise with Him?
How does this pattern of “taking up the cross daily”” demonstrate itself in how the church goes
about ministering the gospel to others?
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