A CLOSER WALK WITH GOD

for S.A.T.B. veices, accompanied

Words by Music by
WILLIAM COWPER (1731-1800) EUGENE BUTLER
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A Closer Walk with God is a general anthem that may be especially appropriate for late Epiphany or
early Lent. Suggested corresponding lectionary readings include Psalm 15, Micah 6:1-8, Matthew 5:1-12,
and 1 Corinthians 1:18-31. One basic homiletical theme is the humble surrender of our will to walk in
the light of God’s vision.

In rehearsal, create a vocalise in which the singers crescendo very gradually from piano to forte and back
again. Next, instruct the singers to perform mm. 5-8 on a neutral syllable such as “noo,” carefully
shading the dynamics as indicated. To insure uniform ensemble and prevent the tied notes from slowing
the tempo, rehearse the same measures pulsing every eighth note in exact alignment with the accompa-
niment. This technique may be expanded to include the entire anthem and may be especially effective at
cadence points such as m. 27 and in the a cappella section (mm. 37-45), where the omission of the flowing
accompaniment may cause the tempo to slow unnecessarily. To achieve better balance in the final verse,
assign only a few sopranos to sing the descant (“Ah” in mm. 50-53 and 56-57), with the remaining
sopranos joining the altos in those measures.

Eugene Butler is Director of Choral Activities and Music Theory at Johnson County Community College
and Director of Music and the Arts at Valley View United Methodist Church, both in Overland Park,
Kansas. The recipient of a Master’s Degree in Sacred Music from Union Theological Seminary in New
York and a Doctorate in Composition from the University of Missouri at Kansas City, Dr. Butler has
over 600 published compositions.
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