Outline

- **Introduction: The Cost of Faithfulness**
- Romantic assumptions about biblical ministry
- Jeremiah 11-20 destroys those illusions

- Big Idea: Faithful ministry is sustained not by visible success but by the power of God's
Word

- **Chapter 11: The Covenant and Personal Betrayal**

- The covenant framework from Deuteronomy: blessing for obedience, curse for
disobedience

- Judah judged for covenant violation, not divine moodiness
- God's covenant is not casual; His warnings are not rhetorical
- The plot against Jeremiah from the men of Anathoth
- Opposition is relational, not only institutional
- Betrayal from familiar faces wounds most deeply
- Jeremiah's response: honest dependence, not stoic detachment

- He entrusts his cause to God rather than seeking personal vengeance

- **Chapter 12: The Question of Providence**
- Jeremiah's complaint: why do the wicked prosper?
- God's answer: the road ahead is harder, not easier
- Preparation for endurance, not relief
- Sometimes God gives stamina instead of answers
- Sometimes God gives steel instead of clarity

- The Christian life is preparation for future faithfulness, not escape from difficulty

- **Chapter 13: Pride and Spoiled Closeness**



- The linen waistcloth: Judah was meant to cling to God but became ruined
- The ruin is not merely external but a spoiled relationship
- Pride named as a root sin of Judah

- Pride makes repentance feel unreasonable

- Pride makes correction feel insulting

- Pride convinces religious people they are exceptions to Scripture

- Spiritual drift is moral and spiritual pride, not only intellectual failure

- **Chapters 14-15: Drought, False Prophets, and the Word as Nourishment**
- The drought as a mirror for spiritual barrenness
- The danger of false prophets
- They do not arrive labeled as false
- They sound compassionate, balanced, and reassuring
- They minimize threat and remove urgency
- Modern false prophets treat judgment as unlikely and repentance as optional
- The point when warning itself becomes part of judgment
- Jeremiah 15:16 -- the Word as joy and delight, consumed and internalized

- The faithful servant is sustained by feeding on the Word personally, not only handling it
publicly

- Scripture must be consumed to nourish the soul
- Jeremiah's honest wrestling: "Will You be like a deceitful brook?"
- God's call to return and be restored

- The prophet himself must keep repenting

- **Chapter 16: The Cost of Personal Obedience**

- Jeremiah forbidden to marry or have children



- His celibate loneliness becomes a living sign of coming judgment
- Obedience sometimes means saying no to good things for a larger calling

- Faithfulness has a cost: certain comforts and securities may never be reality

- **Chapter 17: The Deceitful Heart and the Blessed Life**
- The heart is crooked, evasive, and incurably bent
- Reformation without regeneration fails; surface fixes do not last
- The Lord searches the heart and tests the mind
- Frightening: nothing remains hidden forever
- Freeing: only God who searches can truly heal
- The image of the blessed man: like a tree planted by water
- Roots reach deep regardless of drought or heat

- The faithful life depends on deep roots, not favorable circumstances

- **Chapters 18-19: From Malleable Clay to Shattered Pottery**
- The potter's house: clay still pliable, repentance still possible
- Judah's response: "That is in vain! We will follow our own plans"
- The shattered flask: judgment becomes irreversible
- A key theological turning point in the book

- This is not God losing patience but Judah's resistance coming to maturity

- **Chapter 20: Public Shame and the Fire That Cannot Be Suppressed**
- Pashhur beats Jeremiah and puts him in the stocks
- Shame weaponized against faithful conviction
- Hostile cultures make biblical conviction appear ridiculous and humiliating

- Jeremiah's raw response: he has become a laughingstock



- God's Word becomes like fire shut up in his bones -- he cannot stay silent

- He keeps preaching not because results are visible but because the Word is too real to
suppress

- The chapter ends with Jeremiah cursing the day of his birth

- Genuine obedient faith often calls us to suffering and perseverance, not platitudes

- **Five Lessons from Chapters 11-20**
- Covenant-breaking is never small; God takes disobedience with terrifying seriousness
- Faithful ministry may include betrayal, confusion, loneliness, and visible humiliation
- False prophets are most dangerous when they sound soothing
- The real problem beneath every compromise is the deceitful heart

- God's Word can sustain a servant even when the servant feels close to collapse

- **Christ as the Fulfillment**
- Jeremiah foreshadows the Man of Sorrows
- Hated by his own, rejected by leaders, mocked publicly, burdened with God's Word

- Jesus goes farther: He bears not only the reproach of truth but the judgment due to
covenant breakers

- Jesus is the faithful prophet who drinks the cup of wrath in the place of His people

- **Closing Call**
- Obedience costing you does not mean you are outside God's will
- Faithfulness bringing sorrow does not mean abandonment
- Truth making you lonely means walking a road the prophets knew well

- The callis to endure, keep eating the Word, entrust your cause to God, and let truth burn
hotter than the fear of man



