
ADVENT AT WILDWOOD 2022



The Lily is a symbol of 
purity, humility and the sign 

of Christ’s second coming

Eastern Cross – This is the 
“official” cross of the

Eastern Orthodox Church.

Celtic Cross – 
Originating from the 

Celts of Ireland, the Circle 
symbolizes eternity.

Ark: This is a common 
symbol of the Church, since, 
like the Ark of Noah, all can 
find life in the safety of the 

Church.

This is one of the most 
ancient symbols for Christ. 

Crown of Thorns –
 Jesus is the King of kings 

and Lord of lords.

Passion Christ Cross

Decorating | Chrismons

Why do we decorate Christmas trees to celebrate Jesus’ birth? Because 
Christmas is all about Jesus, decorating a tree presents the opportunity to 
extend God’s love to others. This year at Wildwood UMC, we will hang 
Chrismons on the main tree during the Hanging of the Greens Service. 
 
What is a Chrismon? 

The word “Chrismon” is a combination of the words “Christ” and 
“monogram”. The word Chrismon has been adopted to refer to special 
Christmas tree ornaments that have been developed to display symbols 
of Christ. The designs of the Chrismons has over the years been extended 
to represent symbols of Christianity. All the ornaments are done in white 
and gold.

In 1957, Chrismon ornaments were made and displayed on a Christmas tree 
at the Lutheran Church of the Ascension in Danville, Virginia. Through this 
church patterns were made available, and the idea of having a Chrismon tree 
has spread. Over the years more ornaments have been developed so that now 
a Chrismon may be a monogram, a sign, a symbol, a type, or a combination 
of such figures. The only requirement is that it refer primarily to Christ and 
God.

Creating a Chrismon during advent season this year can connect you to a 
part of history that is not created as often today. Before you start creating, 
take some time to learn about the different symbols to help you find the 
chrismon that you would like to create. Once you complete your own chris-
mon find a special place on your tree to hang the ornament. 

What materials can be used for making Chrismons?
Any material can be used to make a Chrimsons Ornament. The only 
guideline is that they be made in gold and white. 
The most important aspect of a Chrismon Ornament is its ability to share 
Christ’s story.

Star of David

WEEK 1
Come home for HOPE

November 27th



FAMILY ACTIVITY - 
Create Your Own Chrismon

Items needed: 
Glue -- such as Elmer’s glue.  Hot glue from a glue gun works well, too.
Styrofoam sheets and balls of various sizes.
Gold colored beads and gold ribbon of various sizes and styles.
Gold colored glitter and sequins.
Gold and white colored wire.
Ornament hooks so you can hang the decorations. 
Chrismon patterns - www.wildwood-umc.org/advent-devotional

Additional Materials:

Instead of using Styrofoam sheets, consider using 10 mm foam board, 
used for making posters, as it may be more durable and is easier to cut.
Collect clear and white plastic can covers from shortening containers and 
other similar cans.  
You can also use poster board, or felt as your base for the chrismon.

Use your imagination!  There is no “right” way to do this!  What is most 
important in making these is the gathering of your friends, or family so 
that they can learn the meaning of the symbols as they are being made!  

Grab a crayon, marker, or colored pencil and decorate the Eastern Cross 
on the next page. 



Cookies and Cocoa
 
Questions to talk about as you bake

1. What are you most looking forward to this Advent? 

2. Think about the hands of the carpenter who made that manger. 
    
     What do you think he would say if he knew that God’s son slept in it?    
    
     How do you think he would feel?

Best Sugar Cookie Recipe
 Yield: 36 cookies
 Prep Time: 30 mins Total Time: 38 mins

 INGREDIENTS
  
 1 Cup unsalted butter
 1 Cup granulated white sugar
 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
 1/2 teaspoon almond extract
 1 egg
 2 teaspoons baking powder
 1/2 teaspoon salt
 3 cups all purpose flour

 INSTRUCTIONS
 
 PREHEAT oven to 350° F.
 In the bowl of your mixer, CREAM butter and sugar until smooth, at least  
 3 minutes
 BEAT in extracts and egg. (PLEASE NOTE there is 1 egg in this recipe.)
 In a separate bowl, COMBINE baking powder and salt with flour and add  
 a little at a time to the wet ingredients.

 IMPORTANT NOTE: If the dough looks crumbly keep mixing for 
 30 seconds to 1 minute longer. The dough should be pulling away from the   
 sides of the mixer.
 If the dough still looks too dry or stiff for your mixer, turn out the dough  
 onto a countertop surface, flour surface as needed. Wet your hands and 
 finish off kneading the dough by hand.

 DO NOT CHILL THE DOUGH. Divide into workable batches (2-3 
 chunks), roll out onto a floured surface, and cut. You want these cookies to 
 be on the thicker side (closer to 1/4 inch rather than 1/8).
 
 Bake at 350 for 6-8 minutes. Let cool on the cookie sheet until firm 
 enough to transfer to a cooling rack.

 

Small Batch Royal Icing Recipe
 Yield: 2 cups frosting
 Prep Time: 10 mins Total Time: 10 mins
  This icing dries very stiff and can be used for gingerbread houses and  
   decorated cookies.

 INGREDIENTS
  
 2 Cups powdered sugar
 2 Tablespoons meringue powder
 1/4 Cup warm water plus more for thinning to flood consistency
 1/2 teaspoon clear vanilla or almond extract
 
INSTRUCTIONS
 
 In the bowl of an electric mixer combine powdered sugar and meringue  
 powder.
 Add the water and extract slowly. Beat at medium-high speed until stiff 
 peaks form (about 5-7 minutes).

WEEK 2
Come home for LOVE

December 4th 



Questions to talk about as you enjoy your 
hot cocoa

 ** Grab your phone or tablet and find the answers to these 
Advent questions. 

1. In the 1992 movie “The Muppet Christmas Carol”, which muppet acts  
    as narrator?

2. What name is given to a male turkey?

3. How many gifts in total were given in the song “12 days of Christmas”?

4. How many ‘las’ are afterthe ‘fa’ in “Deck the Halls?”

5. What is the chemical formula for snow?

6. Who starred as Scott Calvin, the man who stood in for Father 
     Christmas in the 1994 movie “The Santa Clause”?

7. From which country do Poinsettias originate?

8. Which Biblical town translates as “House of Bread” in Hebrew?

9. Which Apollo mission spent Christmas Day 1968 circling the moon?

10. From what material were the first artificial Christmas trees made 
from in Germany?

Hot Cocoa Recipes
 
 INGREDIENTS
  
 2 cups nonfat dry milk powder
 3/4 cup sugar
 1/2 cup cocoa
 1/2 cup powdered creamer
 1/8 tsp salt

 INSTRUCTIONS
 
  1. Combine all ingredients and mix well. Store
       in a tightly covered container.
 
 2. To make hot chocolate: Stir 1/4 cup mix
       with 3/4 cup boiling water. Enjoy!

How To Make Hot
Chocolate On The Stovetop

 1. In a large stock pot, add the sweetened condensed milk, cocoa powder,    
     vanilla extract, salt and milk. Whisk well.

 2. Heat over medium heat, stirring occasionally, until the hot chocolate  
     reaches 160 degrees (anything above 185 degrees will cause the 
     chocolate and sugars to burn).

 3. Remove from the heat and serve.



Festive Sweaters, Socks or other Attire

 REFLECTION 

Getting dressed up in festive attire is fun and helps people get into the 
Christmas spirit. Depending on what you create it can bring a laugh or two 
out of someone you love or a stranger needing a smile.

What joys do you experience when coming home for Christmas?

Enjoy these jokes as another way to bring a smile or a shake of the head to 
those around you. 
Answers can be found online at www.wildwood-umc.org/advent-devotional

1. What’s the difference between the Christmas alphabet and the ordinary 
     alphabet?

2. How do Christmas trees get ready for a night out?

3. What did the doctor tell the gingerbread man when he complained of a  
     sore knee. 

4. How did Mary and Joseph know that Jesus was 8lb 2oz when he was   
    born?

5. What do you call an old snowman?

6. What did the third wise salesman say after his friends had already 
    presented gold and frankincense?

Family Activity

Head to your local resale shop or store to gather a few supplies.

You will need an old sweater and some Christmas decorations. Spend 
some time designing a festive sweater to wear during the Advent sea-
son. 
You can even wear it to church December 11th. 
*Need more ideas, head over to Pinterest.

7. What do donkeys send out near Christmas?

8. How does Christmas Day end?

9. Why is it getting harder to buy Advent calendars?

10. What did the stamp say to the Christmas card?

WEEK 3
Come home for JOY

December 11th



Creativity 

 Being creativity comes in all forms, weather it is throught crafts, baking or   
 music, it is the time we have with the ones we love. Set some time aside this 
 Advent season to be creative and reflect on the peace about you. 

 Questions to talk about as you create your 
 own gingerbread house/village

1. Sometimes a gingerbread house build does not go the way we want it to 
    go, how can you find peace in times that bring stuggles?

2. What was the longest journey you’ve ever made? What was the hardest
     journey you’ve ever made?

Family Activites

1. Take a walk or drive around your neighborhood together in the dark. 
    Which Christmas lights do you like best? 
    
    Which ones remind you of Jesus? 
    
    Talk about how your family might shine your light of love in your    
    neighborhood.

2. Choose your favorite name for Jesus. Using a narrow strip of 
    cardstock, design your own bookmark with this name on to use in  
    your Bible or to give to a friend.

Gingerbread House Recipe
 Yield: 2 houses
 Prep Time: 30 mins Resting Time: 30 mins

 INGREDIENTS
  
 8 cups All Purpose Flour
 1 1/4 cup Butter or Crisco
 1 1/2 cups Dark or Light Brown Sugar - packed
 2 cups Dark or Light Corn Syrup
 2 tsp Cinnamon
 1 tsp Ginger
 1/2 tsp Clove
 1/2 tsp Salt

 INSTRUCTIONS
 
 1. Microwave the crisco and corn syrup until melted.

 2. Put melted mixture into the mixing bowl. Add brown sugar. Mix until  
     smooth. Add spices (cinnamon, ginger, clove, salt). Mix.

 3. Slowly add flour and mix. Form into a ball and cover with plastic wrap.  
     Allow the dough to rest for 30 minutes before using.

 4. Roll dough to 1/4 inch thick and cut as needed. Bake at 350 until edges 
     start to brown and the center is golden (about 12 minutes).

  Notes
     *This is a recipe for structure so the dough may be hard to handle. We 
       microwaved ours for 15-20 seconds as needed before rolling the dough 
       out. This also helped smooth any cracks in the dough.

WEEK 4
Come home for Peace

 December 18th
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S U N M O N T U E W E D T H U F R I S A T

December 2022 
Make a chrismon

ornament for your tree
Donate unwanted toys 
and books to a local 

donation center

Make a list of what you 
are thankful for this 

past year. 
Read outloud with 
family or friends

Perform a random act 
of Christmas kindnes

      Cookies & Crafts 
0-3rd grade @Wildwood 

UMC 9-11am
Head to the 

Magnolia Christmas 
Parade @5pm

Drive or walk around to 
see Christmas lights 

with a cup of hot cocoa 
and snack

Get outside and go for a 
stroll or advent 
scavenger hunt

Join us at 
Wildwood UMC for 

Christmas Eve service
3pm, 5pm, 7pm

Call a friend or 
neighbor and invite 

them to come to church 
with you on 

New Years Day

Make a list of 3 things 
you want to do different 

in the New Year

Invite someone to 
church for Christmas 

Eve

Make a gift for 
someone else to enjoy

Have a game night in 
your PJs

Build a snowman out of 
cotton balls

Make popcorn and have 
a movie night at home

Take a photo in front of 
a Christmas tree

Make a stranger
smile today

Invent and cook a new
meal

Write something nice 
about each family 

member on a slip of 
paper and place it under 

their pillow

Take a treat to your
local police or fire 

station

Shop for the Angel 
Tree outside the church 
office. Bring gift back 

by Dec. 18th

Create your own 
Nativity scene

Mail a letter to 
someone you don’t 

see often
AND | OR

Write a note to your
teacher

Write a letter to Santa, 
and make reindeer food

Make snowflakes out of 
paper

Have a coloring contest

Read the 
Nativity story 

Read your favorite 
Christmas stroy

Pay for the order of the 
person behind you at 

drive-thru

One service for 
Christmas Day, come 
dressed comfortable 
& worship Jesus our 

Savior @ 10am

Come worship at 
Wildwood UMC for 

church @10am
Enjoy good food and 

jazz music

Make Christmas cards 
to share with others

4th Sunday in Advent
Be creative this week, 
through baking, crafts, 
music, or any other way 

you might find 
creativity

3rd Sunday in Advent
Head to church @ 
Wildwood UMC 
dressed in your 

festive attire

2nd Sunday in Advent
Make some cookies and 
enjoy them with a nice 

cup of cocoa

Decorate a gingerbread 
house, share on social 

media or send photo to,
jessica@wildwood-umc.org

1st Sunday in Advent
Head to Wildwood UMC 

for the Hanging of the 
Greens Service 6pm  

Reception 5pm

Find a chore to do for
someone else



Gingerbread House Building

 There are several ways your family can build a gingerbread house, 
nativity, or villiage.

1. Use the recipe provided to make your own dough. Use the cookie 
    cutter provided to make your gingerbread people. A pattern for 
    gingerbread house can be found on online at 

www.wildwood-umc.org/advent-devotional

2. Use poptarts to create a gingerbread house.

3. Use graham crackers to create a gingerbread villiage. 





Questions to reflect about over lunch | dinner

1. When you think about Jesus being the light of the world, what picture do   
     you have in your mind? 
   When Jesus grew up, he told people to ‘let their light shine.’ (Matthew 5:16)

Who do you know who shines the light of love in your life? 

How do they do that?

2. Share stories of the day each of your family members were born, or the   
    day they joined your family. 
   

     Where did that take place? 
    

    What happened?

3. Mary had to be very brave when the angel came and at the time of Jesus’s  
    birth. When was a time you had to be brave? 

   What, or who, helped you be brave?

 
  Active Questions 

 Listening to God isn’t easy! 
 1. When do you find it easiest to listen to God? 

     Where do you find it easiest to listen to God? 
    

   Listen to a favorite Christmas song or carol together.
    Listen to the words. 

    How does it make you feel about God?

  2. What does it mean to be “HOME”? 

   

     How would you describe your home to others? 

3. Draw a picture of you favorite memory of being home for Christmas.

 Christmas Eve
“You’re Home”





1. Jesus was God’s gift to the whole world. 
    What was your favorite gift you received this year? 

   
     What was the favorite gift you gave?  

2.  What would you do if you and your whole family were snowed in for an  
      entire month?

3. What is your favorite thing about the person sitting next to you?

4. Spend Christmas at the beach or in the mountains, what would you  
    choose?

5. What is on the top of your Christmas Tree, angel, star, or other?

6. What is your favorite outdoor past-time?

7. What is your favorite part in the story of Christmas?

Family Table Conversations 

Christmas Day
Around the Table
December 25th



 
REFLECTION 
 

1. What were some of your favorite things about Advent this year? 
    
     
     What things did you do that you want to remember? 
    

     Which parts of this story did you like the best?

2. How do you hope your relationship with Christ changes this year?

3. How do you plan to become more involed in Wildwood UMC?

4. Are you plugging into a small group? 
   No, then this is your year you have time to plug into a small group for 2023. 
   Yes, then make plans to invite someone new to your small group. 

NewYear’s Day
New Year’s Resolutions & Revolutions 

January 1st



Pastors’ Advent Study
The 4 Sundays of Advent at 10 am Sunday mornings
       November 27th                                      December 11th
       December 4th                                        December 18th

Hanging of the Greens Service
November 27 | 6:00pm (service)
Advent is the 40-day season of preparation prior to Christmas. Join 
us, for a special time as we begin the season with wonderful 
choral music, hymns, and solos interspersed with readings that 
help us understand Advent in new and meaningful ways. Come at 
5:00pm for a special reception hosted in your honor by the 
Wildwood staff. 

Crafts and Cookies
December 3 | 9:00am - 11:00am
Call all kids 3rd grade and under to come out for a morning of fun. 
We will be decorating cookies and creating crafts for those in our 
life we want to share a bit of joy with. 
Siblings are welcome to attend. 
Questions, jessica@wildwood-umc.org

Ornament Exchange 
December 6 | 6:30pm
Women of Wildwood, please save the date for our ornament ex-
change! Dinner and childcare are provided.
Please bring a wrapped ornament (not over $10). 
Register @ www.wildwood-umc.org

Blue Christmas Eve Service                         Christmas Eve Service
December 21, 6 pm.           3:00, 5:00, and 7:00pm

Join us each Sunday @ 8:45 or 11:15am for worship.
Small Groups 10:00 - 11:00am

UPCOMING ADVENT EVENTS at WILDWOOD UMC

Rev. Rhett Ansley - Lead Pastor
Rev. Deanna Young - Executive Pastor

Amy Boriack - Congregational Care Pastor
Janet Stilwell Connections Pastor.


