LESSONS FROM:

GOD’S JUDGMENT AGAINST THE FAMILY OF AHAB

REVIEW

Deuteronomy 13:1-11 If a prophet... appears among you ...and he says, “Let us follow other gods” (gods you
have not known) “and let us worship them,” 3you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The
LorD your God is testing you to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul. #1t is
the LorD your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and
hold fast to him. ®> That prophet or dreamer must be put to death, because he preached rebellion against the
LorD your God, who brought you out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery; he has tried to turn
you from the way the LoRD your God commanded you to follow. You must purge the evil from among you. ®If
your very own brother, or your son or daughter, or the wife you love, or your closest friend secretly entices you,
saying, “Let us go and worship other gods” (gods that neither you nor your fathers have known, 7 gods of the
peoples around you, whether near or far, from one end of the land to the other), 8 do not yield to him or listen
to him. Show him no pity. Do not spare him or shield him. ?You must certainly put him to death. Your hand must
be the first in putting him to death, and then the hands of all the people. 1°Stone him to death, because he tried
to turn you away from the LorD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. ! Then all
Israel will hear and be afraid, and no one among you will do such an evil thing again.

AHAB'’S FAMILY KILLED

2 Kings 10:1-17 Now there were in Samaria seventy sons of the house of Ahab. So Jehu wrote letters and sent
them to Samaria: to the officials of Jezreel, to the elders and to the guardians of Ahab’s children. He said, 2 “As
soon as this letter reaches you, since your master’s sons are with you and you have chariots and horses, a
fortified city and weapons, 3 choose the best and most worthy of your master’s sons and set him on his father’s
throne. Then fight for your master’s house.” 4 But they were terrified and said, “If two kings could not resist him,
how can we?” °So the palace administrator, the city governor, the elders and the guardians sent this message
to Jehu: “We are your servants and we will do anything you say. We will not appoint anyone as king; you do
whatever you think best.”

1.) What was Jehu’s initial tactic?

®Then Jehu wrote them a second letter, saying, “If you are on my side and will obey me, take the heads of your
master’s sons and come to me in Jezreel by this time tomorrow.” Now the royal princes, seventy of them, were
with the leading men of the city, who were rearing them. When the letter arrived, these men took the princes
and slaughtered all seventy of them. They put their heads in baskets and sent them to Jehu in Jezreel. 8 When
the messenger arrived, he told Jehu, “They have brought the heads of the princes.” Then Jehu ordered, “Put



them in two piles at the entrance of the city gate until morning.” °® The next morning Jehu went out. He stood
before all the people and said, “You are innocent. It was | who conspired against my master and killed him, but
who killed all these? 1°Know then, that not a word the LorD has spoken against the house of Ahab will fail. The
Lorp has done what he promised through his servant Elijah.” 1 So Jehu killed everyone in Jezreel who remained
of the house of Ahab, as well as all his chief men, his close friends and his priests, leaving him no survivor.

e In Hebrew Jehu’s request for “the heads of the princes” could be understood to mean “the foremost of
the princes.” It was deliberately ambiguous so as to bring them in and implicate them in his coup.
e Jehus also goes a little overboard, killing also the associates of Ahab. His overzealousness continues...

12 Jehu then set out and went toward Samaria. At Beth Eked of the Shepherds, 13 he met some relatives of
Ahaziah king of Judah and asked, “Who are you?” They said, “We are relatives of Ahaziah, and we have come
down to greet the families of the king and of the queen mother.” 14 “Take them alive!” he ordered. So they took
them alive and slaughtered them by the well of Beth Eked —forty-two men. He left no survivor.

15 After he left there, he came upon Jehonadab son of Recab, who was on his way to meet him. Jehu greeted
him and said, “Are you in accord with me, as | am with you?” “l am,” Jehonadab answered. “If so,” said Jehu,
“give me your hand.” So he did, and Jehu helped him up into the chariot. ' Jehu said, “Come with me and see
my zeal for the LorD.” Then he had him ride along in his chariot. ” When Jehu came to Samaria, he killed all who
were left there of Ahab’s family; he destroyed them, according to the word of the LorD spoken to Elijah.

e The Lord would hold Jehu and his descendants accountable for his actions.

Hosea 1:4-5 Then the LoRD said to Hosea, “Call him Jezreel, because | will soon punish the house of Jehu
for the massacre at Jezreel, and | will put an end to the kingdom of Israel. In that day | will break Israel’s
bow in the Valley of Jezreel.”

JEHU SLAUGHTERS THE PROPHETS OF BAAL

2 Kings 10:18-36 Then Jehu brought all the people together and said to them, “Ahab served Baal a little; Jehu
will serve him much. ®* Now summon all the prophets of Baal, all his ministers and all his priests. See that no
one is missing, because | am going to hold a great sacrifice for Baal. Anyone who fails to come will no longer
live.” But Jehu was acting deceptively in order to destroy the ministers of Baal.

20 Jehu said, “Call an assembly in honor of Baal.” So they proclaimed it. 22 Then he sent word throughout Israel,
and all the ministers of Baal came; not one stayed away. They crowded into the temple of Baal until it was full
from one end to the other. 22 And Jehu said to the keeper of the wardrobe, “Bring robes for all the ministers of
Baal.” So he brought out robes for them. 22 Then Jehu and Jehonadab son of Recab went into the temple of Baal.
Jehu said to the ministers of Baal, “Look around and see that no servants of the LORD are here with you—only
ministers of Baal.” 2* So they went in to make sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now Jehu had posted eighty men

outside with this warning: “If one of you lets any of the men | am placing in your hands escape, it will be your
life for his life.”

25 As soon as Jehu had finished making the burnt offering, he ordered the guards and officers: “Go in and kill
them; let no one escape.” So they cut them down with the sword. The guards and officers threw the bodies out
and then entered the inner shrine of the temple of Baal. 26 They brought the sacred stone out of the temple of
Baal and burned it. ’ They demolished the sacred stone of Baal and tore down the temple of Baal, and people
have used it for a latrine to this day. 22 So Jehu destroyed Baal worship in Israel. 22 However, he did not turn



away from the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit—the worship of the golden
calves at Bethel and Dan.

30The Lorb said to Jehu, “Because you have done well in accomplishing what is right in my eyes and have done
to the house of Ahab all | had in mind to do, your descendants will sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth
generation.” 31 Yet Jehu was not careful to keep the law of the Lorp, the God of Israel, with all his heart. He did
not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam, which he had caused Israel to commit.

321n those days the LorRD began to reduce the size of Israel. Hazael overpowered the Israelites throughout their
territory 33 east of the Jordan in all the land of Gilead (the region of Gad, Reuben and Manasseh), from Aroer by
the Arnon Gorge through Gilead to Bashan.

34 As for the other events of Jehu’s reign, all he did, and all his achievements, are they not written in the book of
the annals of the kings of Israel? 3> Jehu rested with his fathers and was buried in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son
succeeded him as king. 3¢ The time that Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria was twenty-eight years.

1.) How did the Lord rate Jehu’s actions?

2.) As a theocracy, the nation of Israel was under a different set of laws than we are today (e.g. rebellion
against God was punishable by death). However, what underlying principles and lessons still apply to us
in the New Testament?

Romans 16:17-18 | urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put
obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them.
18 For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and
flattery they deceive the minds of naive people.

1 Corinthians 5:11 | am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a
brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler.
With such a man do not even eat.

ATHALIA, QUEEN OF JUDAH

e Note that Athalia Athaliah was the daughter of King Ahab and Queen Jezebel of Israel. She had married
Jehoram, king of Judah and was thereby an extension of his dynasty and its promotion of Baal worship.

2 Kings 11:1-21 When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she proceeded to destroy the
whole royal family. 2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram and sister of Ahaziah, took Joash son of
Ahaziah and stole him away from among the royal princes, who were about to be murdered. She put him and
his nurse in a bedroom to hide him from Athaliah; so he was not killed. 3 He remained hidden with his nurse at
the temple of the LorD for six years while Athaliah ruled the land.

41n the seventh year Jehoiada sent for the commanders of units of a hundred, the Carites and the guards and
had them brought to him at the temple of the LorD. He made a covenant with them and put them under oath
at the temple of the LorD. Then he showed them the king’s son. ®> He commanded them, saying, “This is what
you are to do: You who are in the three companies that are going on duty on the Sabbath—a third of you
guarding the royal palace, © a third at the Sur Gate, and a third at the gate behind the guard, who take turns
guarding the temple— 7and you who are in the other two companies that normally go off Sabbath duty are all
to guard the temple for the king. & Station yourselves around the king, each man with his weapon in his hand.
Anyone who approaches your ranks must be put to death. Stay close to the king wherever he goes.”



°The commanders of units of a hundred did just as Jehoiada the priest ordered. Each one took his men—those
who were going on duty on the Sabbath and those who were going off duty—and came to Jehoiada the priest.
¥ Then he gave the commanders the spears and shields that had belonged to King David and that were in the
temple of the Lorp. ** The guards, each with his weapon in his hand, stationed themselves around the king—
near the altar and the temple, from the south side to the north side of the temple. '? Jehoiada brought out the
king’s son and put the crown on him; he presented him with a copy of the covenant and proclaimed him king.
They anointed him, and the people clapped their hands and shouted, “Long live the king!”

13When Athaliah heard the noise made by the guards and the people, she went to the people at the temple of
the Lorp. ** She looked and there was the king, standing by the pillar, as the custom was. The officers and the
trumpeters were beside the king, and all the people of the land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets. Then
Athaliah tore her robes and called out, “Treason! Treason!” 1° Jehoiada the priest ordered the commanders of
units of a hundred, who were in charge of the troops: “Bring her out between the ranks and put to the sword
anyone who follows her.” For the priest had said, “She must not be put to death in the temple of the Lorp.” *©
So they seized her as she reached the place where the horses enter the palace grounds, and there she was put
to death.

17 Jehoiada then made a covenant between the LorD and the king and people that they would be the LorD’s
people. He also made a covenant between the king and the people. 18 All the people of the land went to the
temple of Baal and tore it down. They smashed the altars and idols to pieces and killed Mattan the priest of Baal
in front of the altars. Then Jehoiada the priest posted guards at the temple of the Lorp. *° He took with him the
commanders of hundreds, the Carites, the guards and all the people of the land, and together they brought the
king down from the temple of the LOrRD and went into the palace, entering by way of the gate of the guards. The
king then took his place on the royal throne, 2% and all the people of the land rejoiced. And the city was quiet,
because Athaliah had been slain with the sword at the palace. ?! Joash was seven years old when he began to
reign.

1.) If Athaliah would have succeeded in wiping out the Davidic line, how would that impact our salvation?

2 Samuel 7:12-16 “When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, | will raise up your
offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and | will establish his kingdom. 3 He is
the one who will build a house for my Name, and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14|
will be his father, and he will be my son. ...Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before
me; your throne will be established forever.”

2.) What does the fact that Joash could be hidden for six years in the temple tell you about Athaliah’s worship
life?

3.) Explain the process Jehoiada used to anoint Joash king.

4.) A boy of seven years could not reign effectively. Joash served as the regent while Jehoiada guided the day
by day decisions. How did Jehoiada and Joash begin their reign?

PRAYER



