
M U R F R E E S B O R O  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  ( P C A )  . 

September 13, 2026

Honor God. 
Welcome All. 

Embody Christ’s Reign.



Welcome
Whether this is your first time at Trinity or you 
have been coming for a while, we are so glad you 
are here. Trinity Presbyterian Church is a church 
fil led with sinners who have been saved and are 
being made new by the grace of  Jesus Christ. We 
believe that every human being, including you, has 
been created by God to glorify him and enjoy him 
forever - and that purpose finds its fulfil lment in 
worship. Whether you are a committed Christian or 
just exploring the Christian faith, we invite you to 
join us in worshipping God this morning.

You should see a Connect Card in one of  the seat 
backs in front of  you. We would love for you to fil l 
out a card so we can get to know you better and 
give you more information about Trinity. You can 
drop your Connect Card in the offering plate when 
it comes by about 30 minutes into the service, or you 
can fil l  it out online by scanning the QR code.

We have provided some answers to questions about 
Children’s Ministry and Christian Education in the 
right column, but you can also feel free to ask the 
person sitting next to you or one of  the Deacons in 
the lobby (you’ll recognize them by their name tags) 
if  you have any further questions. If  you think of  
some questions later, feel free to email our church 
administrator Bob Alley at admin@trinitymboro.com.

We pray you are encouraged by the Gospel of  Jesus 
as you worship with us this morning!

With Joy,

Mitchell Carter, Senior Pastor

   What to expect this morning at Trinity Presbyterian Church

Children at Trinity

Children of  all ages are welcome 
in our worship service. We believe 
that Jesus welcomes even the little 
children to come to him. Though 
their worship and engagement will 
look different as they grow, we are 
glad for them to begin learning now.

We also recognize that there may be 
times when they need a break from 
the larger gathering. For that we have 
the following options:

Nursery
Birth - Pre K

Overflow Room
A room with video feed of  the 
service for anyone who might need a 
break from the larger gathering.

Nursing Mother’s Room
Just outside the sanctuary double 
doors, immediately to your left.

Christian Education (CE)
(not meeting today)

Children (Infant - 6th grade) meet 
from 11:10 a.m. - 12:10 p.m. Infant-
4th grade meet in the Children’s 
Hallway and 5th-6th grades meet in 
Room 201 in the Youth Wing.

Youth (7th-12th grade) meet in 
the Youth Wing from 11:20 a.m. - 
12:10 p.m. and are taught by Pastor 
Ryan Hudson.

Adults (older than high school) 
meet in the sanctuary from 11:20 
a.m. - 12:10 p.m. and are taught by 
Pastor Mitchell Carter or one of  our 
ruling elders.
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Order for the Worship of God

September 13, 2026 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who 
struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need a Savior; to all who are strangers and want 
fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness; and to all who will come, this church opens 
wide her doors and offers a welcome in the name of  the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements	

*Call to Worship..........................................................................................................................Rev. Mitchell Carter

Blessed is the Kingdom of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. 

Amen!

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his 
presence with singing!

Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us; and we are his; we are his 
people, and the sheep of  his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his 
name!

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, his faithfulness to all 
generations.	

	 Psalm 100

*Prayer of  Adoration

 Entering God’s Presence 

 * The Congregation stands   	 Regular text = Pastor;  Bold text = Congregation 
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*Hymn of  Adoration............................................................................. “All Creatures of  Our God and King”	
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Confession of  Sin................................................................................................................. Rev. Jacob Virtue

Let us now confess our sins together: 

Our God and Creator, we come before you and confess that we have sinned in all 
kinds of  ways against you and our neighbors. We have not only sinned in obvious 
and outward ways, but we have also sinned by internal pride and distrust, impatience 
and hatred, greed and jealousy, lust and selfish ambition, as well as many other evils. 
You know our sins, O Lord, and that we deserve condemnation for every one of  
them. 

Yet, you are merciful to those who repent and trust in your Son. Forgive us because 
of  the righteousness of  Jesus. And, by the power of  your Holy Spirit, help us walk 
in newness of  life, to the honor and glory of  your name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Silent Confession

Song of  Confession.................................................................................................“Create in Me a Clean Heart”
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*Assurance of  Pardon & Comfort

Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us.	 From Romans 5:1, 5

Therefore, if  anyone is in Christ, new creation! The old has passed away, behold, the 
new has come! 	 From 2 Corinthians 5:17

*Extending God’s Welcome of  Peace

The peace of  Christ be with you!

And also with you! 

At this time we greet those around us by saying “The peace of  Christ be with you.” This reminds us that the 
peace and forgiveness we have been freely given by Jesus also enable us to extend peace and forgiveness to others.



5

*Song of  Renewal..................................................................................................................... “His Mercy Is More”
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 Committing to God’s Kingdom 

*Confession of  Faith	

Christian, what is your only comfort in life and death?

That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and in death, to 
my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious 
blood, and has set me free from all the power of  the devil. He also preserves me in 
such a way that without the will of  my heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my 
head; indeed, all things must work together for my salvation. Therefore, by his Holy 
Spirit he also assures me of  eternal life and makes me heartily willing and ready 
from now on to live for him.

	 Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 1 
	

Scripture Reading......................................................................................................................... Paul Shearer 

Old Testament Reading - Psalm 103:1-13
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
    and all that is within me,
    bless his holy name!
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,
    and forget not all his benefits,
3 who forgives all your iniquity,
    who heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the pit,
    who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
5 who satisfies you with good
    so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
6 The Lord works righteousness
    and justice for all who are oppressed.
7 He made known his ways to Moses,
    his acts to the people of  Israel.
8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 He will not always chide,
    nor will he keep his anger forever.
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10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,
    nor repay us according to our iniquities.
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
    so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
12 as far as the east is from the west,
    so far does he remove our transgressions from us.
13 As a father shows compassion to his children,
    so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him.

This is the Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!

New Testament Reading -  John 1:19-23, 29-34

19 And this is the testimony of  John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not 
the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are 
you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need 
to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself ?” 23 He said, “I am 
the voice of  one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of  the Lord,’ as the 
prophet Isaiah said.”
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of  God, 
who takes away the sin of  the world! 30 This is he of  whom I said, ‘After me comes a man 
who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself  did not know him, but for 
this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John 
bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 
33 I myself  did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 
34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of  God.”

This is the glorious gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Glory be to you, Lord Christ!

Kingdom Moment....................................................Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) at MTSU	 
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Prayer of  Intercession (followed by a time of  silent prayer).......................................Rev. Mitchell Carter

Common Prayer

Let us now join our voices together praying: 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of  our Savior Jesus Christ and 
proclaim to all people the good news of  his salvation, that the whole world may 
perceive the glory of  his marvelous works, for his name’s sake we pray. Amen.
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Kingdom Giving & Song of  Meditation...........................................................“Jesus, Strong and Kind”

*Doxology
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 Listening to God’s Word 

“Wisdom for the Foolish” 

Rev. Jacob Virtue

Luke 12:13-34

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of  his 
possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of  a rich man 
produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my 
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is 
required of  you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the 
one who lays up treasure for himself  and is not rich toward God.”

22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your 
life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more 
than food, and the body more than clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither 
sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. 
Of  how much more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of  you by being 
anxious can add a single hour to his span of  life? 26 If  then you are not able to do 
as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, 
how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of  these. 28 But if  God so clothes the grass, which 
is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more 
will he clothe you, O you of  little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to eat 
and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the nations of  the world seek 
after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, seek his 
kingdom, and these things will be added to you.

32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with 
moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, 
where no thief  approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also.
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 Feasting at God’s Table 

Holy Communion

Trinity Presbyterian Church welcomes all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their sins and trust 
in Jesus for salvation, and who are members in good standing of  a congregation that proclaims the gospel, to 
receive Holy Communion with us. Baptized covenant children who have not made profession of  faith before 
the elders should abstain from communion until they are received as communing members by the Session. 
TPC serves wine and grape juice for communion. The clear cups contain wine and the purple cups contain 
grape juice. The communion bread in the purple cups is gluten free. Please hold your cups and we will take 
them all together.

The Great Thanksgiving	
The Lord be with you. 
And with  your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to our Lord God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed good, right, and our delight that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of  heaven we praise and magnify your glorious Name, 
evermore praising You and singing. . . 
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Prayer of  Consecration

Words of  Institution

Response of  the People

Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us!

Hallelujah!

Let us proclaim the mystery of  the faith:    

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Hallelujah!

And now Our Holy Master, that with boldness and without condemnation, we dare to call 
upon You, the Heavenly God, as our Father, and to say. . .

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

The holy gifts of  God for the holy people of  God. Take them in  remembrance that Christ 
died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith and with thanksgiving. Let us partake 
of  the feast!
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Song of  Communion.......................................................................... “My Worth Is Not in What I Own”
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 Going Out With God’s Blessing 
*Song of  Sending..........................................................................................................“Be Thou My Vision”
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*Sending

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of  him who called you out of  darkness into his 
marvelous light. 	 1 Peter 2:9	

With the Lord’s help we will do this.

*Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

Numbers 6:24-26

Amen!	

*Postlude
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Upcoming Events
RUF Sunday & Lunch | Today
Today is RUF Sunday, celebrating our partnership with Reformed University Fellowship (RUF) at MTSU. 
Rev. Jacob Virtue will preach during our service, and following the worship service, we will have a church-
wide potluck. We invite everyone to stay to eat and fellowship with us. Don’t worry if  you didn’t bring 
food. We have plenty for everyone. If  you’d like to learn more about RUF at MTSU, visit their website at 
www.ruf.org/ministry/middle-tennessee-state-university. Jacob has also put together a list of  ways you can 
volunteer to come alongside RUF at the table in the narthex. Please stop by!

Women’s Fall Bible Studies 
Please join us this fall as we gather to study the book of  1 John together! Whether you’re new to Bible 
study or have participated for years, we’d love to have you. The teaching will be provided by Paige Brown 
via livestream video, with Michelle Rollman leading our discussion each week. The Monday evening group 
will meet at the Pasarilla home from 6:00-8:00 p.m., September 14 - November 9. The Thursday morning 
group will meet at TPC from 9:45-11:30 a.m., September 17 - November 12, with child care available by 
registration. If  you’re willing to help with Bible Study set-up, we’d be grateful for your help - just let us 
know when you sign up. Sign-up sheets are available in the lobby, or you can register online through the 
eNews link or the TPC website. We hope you’ll join us as we study, connect, and grow together!

Midweek Gathering Starts Back | this Wednesday, September 16 | 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Our Midweek Gathering includes a meal (provided by the church, no cost to you) from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
followed by classes for all ages from 6:30-8:00 p.m.. This is a great time to grow in relationships and 
knowledge as disciples of  Jesus. Whether you can come every week or only sometimes, we would love to 
have you join us at the Midweek Gathering. For more information, including the content of  the classes, go 
to www.trinitymboro.com/midweek-gathering

“Living in God’s Story” New Adult Class at Midweek Gathering | Begins September 16
Do you wish you had a better grasp on the story of  the Bible? Do you wish you knew where exactly 
Nehemiah fits in, why the Ark of  the Covenant seems to matter so much, or why there is no sea in the 
New Creation? Do you wish you knew how to read and apply the Bible to your life better? If  so, please 
join us for the new adult class at the Midweek Gathering, “Living in God’s Story.” We will study the 
storyline of  the Bible together, not just the events but the themes that God introduces at the beginning, 
traces through the story, and brings to fulfillment in Jesus. Even if  you can’t make every week, sign up 
in the lobby or at this link to get weekly notes and updates. 

This Week at Trinity
Sunday, September 13	 RUF Lunch | following worship
Monday, September 14	 Women’s Evening Bible Study | 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, September 15	 Men’s Fellowship & Study | 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, September 16 	 Midweek Gathering | 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
	 TYG Large Group | 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 17	 Men’s Morning Bible Study | 7:00 - 8:00 a.m.
	 Women’s Morning Bible Study : 9:45 - 11:30 a.m.
	 ELC | 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.	
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Trinity Choir | Lessons & Carols Kickoff  | September 26 | 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Please join us for our first rehearsal of  the season. We’ll have breakfast and fellowship and start learning 
the music. We need more voices, so please join us! Lessons and Carols will be on December 13 at 6 p.m. 
Regular rehearsals will be on Sunday afternoons beginning 10/4. Youth and adults welcome. Contact 
Kimberly Robertson at music@trinitymboro.com with questions. Follow the link in the E-news or on the 
Music page of  the website to sign up for the kickoff  event. If  you are unable to attend the kickoff  but plan 
to sing with the choir for Lessons and Carols, please email Kimberly to sign up. 

TYG Canoe Trip | September 26 | 9:00am - 5:00 p.m.
Join TYG on September 26 for an all-day canoeing adventure on the Caney Fork River! We will depart 
Trinity at 9:00 a.m. and return at 5:00 p.m. Registration fee is $75. Cost includes canoe rental and gear 
rental, snacks and lunch on the river, and transportation. Look for the link in e-News or find the QR code 
in the Youth Wing to register.
We don’t want anyone to miss this, so please don’t let cost be an issue! Let Pastor Ryan (ryan@trinitymboro.
com) or Intern Phinehas (phinehas@trinitymboro.com) know if  you need help covering the cost for your 
student(s).
Upcoming Preaching Schedule 
Today we will hear from Luke 12:13-34. In the coming weeks we will hear from Hebrews 4:1-13 (Sept. 
20), Hebrews 4:14-5:10 (Sept. 27), and Hebrews 5:11-6:12 (Oct. 4). Reading the Scripture passage 
before you hear it preached is a great way to prepare your mind and heart to receive God’s word each 
week.

Service Opportunities

ESL Ministry at Trinity (ELC)
Ever wonder what ELC is all about? English Language Class is an opportunity to form relationships 
within our community by teaching English to non-native speakers. If  you are interested in helping, contact 
Melodie at elc@trinitymboro.com, or come out to see what we do on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 

Midweek Children’s Ministry volunteers needed!
Volunteers for nursery and class assistants are needed. Even if  you can’t do every week, that is ok! Please 
email Sherry at children@trinitymboro.com for more information!

Nursery Volunteers | Fall 2026
Volunteers for nursery and class assistants are needed. Even if  you can’t do every week, that is ok! Please 
email Sherry at children@trinitymboro.com for more information!
New RUF Intern | Fall 2026
The new RUF intern, Abigail Moore, has arrived in Murfreesboro to work alongside Jacob Virtue in 
ministering to MTSU students. Send her an email to welcome her to Murfreesboro abigail.moore@ruf.org. 
Abigail is 89% of  the way toward her goal! Praise God and thank you for your support! To help her give 
using the link givetoruf.org/donate/abigail.moore

Safety Team Volunteers Needed
Would you like to serve on Trinity’s Safety Team? Contact Chris Nowlin for additional information. (615) 
513-9778
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Church Leadership

TPC Family, please know that if  you are in need of  physical or financial help, let our deacons know by reaching 
out to them personally or by emailing the chair of  the Diaconate, Paul Vitolins, at deacons@trinitymboro.com. 
And if  you are in need of  counsel or prayer, please let our elders know by reaching out personally or emailing 
Mitchell, who is the moderator of  the Session, at mitchell@trinitymboro.com. 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Mitchell Carter (mitchell@trinitymboro.com)

Assistant Pastor: Rev. Ryan Hudson (ryan@trinitymboro.com)

Director of  Children’s Ministries: Sherry Nowlin (children@trinitymboro.com)

Director of  Music Ministries: Kimberly Robertson (music@trinitymboro.com)

A/V Coordinator: David White (tech@trinitymboro.com)

Nursery Coordinator: Kelley Pellegrin (nursery@trinitymboro.com)

Administrative Assistant: Bob Alley (admin@trinitymboro.com)

Pastoral Intern: Phinehas Rollman (phinehas@trinitymboro.com)

	                          Elders 

Mitchell Carter, Moderator	 Ron Phillips †   

Jim Harris, Clerk	 Peter Robertson                                   

Eric Klumpe † 	 Paul Shearer, Treasurer  

Kevin Krahenbuhl	 Kim Sokoya                              

Rick Malone	 Randy Thompson †

Phil Newman	 Pleun Troost                         

Paul Pasarilla 	 Ben Whisenant	         

† Not currently on the Session

Deacons

Paul Vitolins, Chair	 Chris Nowlin

Dean Cardel	 Jason Pellegrin

Josh Dunn	 Allen Pfingsten †

Joe Ehleben	 Brent Pierce

Monty Lee	 John Pipes

Charles McGaughy	 Dan Widener  

† Not currently on the Diaconate

		


