
Small Group Guide: THE TEN COMMANDMENTS - Name In Vain 

Opening Question  What’s one “rule” your family had growing up that you didn’t fully understand until 
later—or maybe still don’t understand? 

Opening Prayer  God, thank You for bringing us together. Help us understand Your Word with humility 
and honesty. As we talk about what it means to honor Your name, show us where we need to surrender 
more fully to You. Guide our conversation and help us encourage one another toward a deeper 
relationship with You. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Key Takeaways from the Sermon 
The Ten Commandments were given in the context of relationship. 
Pastor Dan reminded us that God gave Israel the commandments after He rescued them from 
slavery, not as a way to earn His love, but as a confirmation of the relationship He had already 
established.


Obedience flows from recognition of who God is. 
The first commandment teaches that God must be first and central. Recognition comes before 
obedience; otherwise, faith can turn into mere religion. 

God does not want to be managed or reduced to an idol. 
The second commandment shows that God cannot be contained, controlled, or shaped into 
something convenient for us. 

The third commandment is deeper than avoiding certain words. 
While we should speak God’s name with reverence, Pastor Dan explained that “Do not misuse the 
name of the Lord” means we must not attach God’s name to things God has nothing to do with. 

Misusing God’s name can happen through religious systems. 
We misuse God’s name when we use spiritual language, traditions, or selective Scripture to justify 
our own preferences, sin, or agenda. 

Jesus confronted people who used religion to avoid obedience. 
In the temple courts and in the practice of “Corban,” Jesus challenged religious leaders who used 
God’s name while ignoring God’s heart and commands. 

Forgiveness is not a loophole for continued sin. 
1 John 1:9 is a promise of forgiveness for those who confess and turn from sin, not a system to 
excuse repeatedly choosing sin. 

Full surrender leads to a real relationship with God. 
When people create religious workarounds, they can miss the fullness of what God wants to do in 
their lives.




Discussion Questions 
1. Read Exodus 20:7. 

How did Pastor Dan’s explanation of the third commandment expand the meaning beyond simply 
“don’t say certain words”? 

2. Read Exodus 20:1-3. 
Why is it important that God identifies Himself as the One who rescued Israel before giving the 
commandments? What does this teach us about obedience and relationship? 

3. Read Luke 19:45-46. 
Jesus said the temple was meant to be “a house of prayer,” but it had become “a den of robbers.” 
What does this passage reveal about God’s concern for sincere worship? 

4. Read Mark 7:9-13. 
Jesus criticized the religious leaders for setting aside God’s commands in order to keep their own 
tradition. What are some ways religious habits or traditions can become harmful if they replace 
obedience to God? 

5. Read 1 John 1:9. 
What is the difference between confessing sin with a desire to turn from it and using forgiveness as 
an excuse to continue in sin? 

6. Pastor Dan said, “Do not attach God’s name to something God has nothing to do with.” What 
are some examples of how people might spiritualize personal preferences, decisions, or agendas? 

7. Why do you think it can be tempting to create a “religious system” that makes us feel better 
instead of fully surrendering to God? 

8. What does full surrender to God look like in everyday life—at home, at work, in relationships, or in 
decision-making?


Practical Applications (Choose one or two.) 
9. Pause before saying, “God told me…” 

Be careful not to attach God’s name to personal opinions, preferences, or desires unless they are 
truly rooted in Scripture and prayerful discernment. 

10. Evaluate one spiritual habit or tradition. 
Ask, “Is this helping me obey God and love others, or has it become a routine that replaces real 
surrender?” 

11. Practice genuine confession. 
When convicted of sin, confess it honestly to God and take one practical step toward turning away 
from it. 

12. Seek God’s will before justifying your own. 
In a decision this week, ask, “Am I seeking what God wants, or am I looking for spiritual language 
to support what I already want?” 

13. Invite God to search your heart. 
Spend a few minutes in prayer this week asking God to reveal any area where you may be resisting 
full surrender.




Memory Verse for This Week 
Exodus 20:7

“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who 
misuses his name.” 

Closing Prayer  Father, thank You for loving us and calling us into relationship with You. Help us honor 
Your name not only with our words, but also with our choices, motives, and obedience. Keep us from 
using religion to avoid surrender. Teach us to follow You sincerely and fully, so our lives point others to 
Jesus. In His name, amen.


