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Men’s Community Groups 
The groups below are open to all men looking for 

devotion, prayer, and fellowship.  To register, visit 

laurelridgechurch.org/community-groups, click the 

Sign Up button and fill in the form, or contact the 

group leaders directly.  

 

Tuesday Evenings 

Time:  6:00 PM 

Place:  Room 301 at church or 
online via Zoom 

Host:  Dennis Ouka 
  (925) 584-6618  
  denouka@sbcglobal.net  
   
 
 

 
Thursday Mornings 

Time: 6:30 AM 

Place: Room 301 at church or 
 online via YouVersion app 

Host: Dan Mathisen 
 (209) 612-5028  
 mathisen.dan@gmail.com 
 

 

 Who will rise up for me against the wicked? Who will stand for me against the workers of 

iniquity?  –Psalm 94:16  

Represent Christ, Fight Evil 
by Keith Cook 

 

Wickedness is increasing rapidly in America 

and other nations. Our children are being 

exposed in public 

schools and libraries 

to drag queen story 

hours, teachers and 

other adults who 

“identify” as any of 

more than 100 

fictitious genders 

other than male and 

female, racist indoctrination, and books that 

affirm homosexual behavior.  

Criminals, even those arrested for violent 

crimes, are being released from prison, in some 

cases almost as soon as they are booked. Here in 

East County, thieves smirk as they stroll into our 

stores, help themselves to merchandise and drive 

off without a care in the world. Others steal our 

cars, or the catalytic converters in them, or smash 

and grab anything of value.  

The number of countries where Christians are 

suffering persecution has risen from 108 in 2014 

to 145 in 2018, according to Pew Research. 

Meanwhile, the percentage of Americans who say 

they are Christians has dropped from 77 percent 

in 2012 to 65 percent in 2019. What on earth is 

happening?    —cont’d on page 3 
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by Dan Mathisen 

Staying in the Word in our sometimes hectic 

lives is so important. Staying plugged in with 

other men allows us to grow spiritually and be 

stronger leaders for those we may influence— 

family friends, co-workers and others. 

One way we can do that is to study the 

Bible with others.  The YouVersion app lets us 

study individually and discuss together.     

To join the current  study via YouVersion, 

click this link: https://tinyurl.com/y55zyras 

The link opens the YouVersion Invitation 

page for the current study and shows who is 

participating in the study: 

Click the Accept Invitation button, then 

sign in or, if you don’t have an account, sign up 

and then sign in.  Give it a try!   †  

Reading on YouVersion 

Sunday, December 25 , from 1:30 to 3:30 PM at 

the corner of A and 6th Streets in Antioch. Also on 

January 22, February 26, and March 26 (the fourth 

Sunday of each month).  

Join with other believers in providing a meal 

and sharing God’s love with the homeless and  

other people in need. 

Donations of food, soft drinks and other items, 

and volunteers to help set up, serve and share are 

welcome.  Contact Bob Andrade at randradeteam 

@gmail.com for more information or to sign up. † 

 

 

Our next men’s breakfast is set for 

Saturday, February 4, 8-10 AM at Laurel Ridge 

Church.  Join us for fellowship, encourage-

ment and a delicious breakfast.  

The guest speaker will be our own David 

Gehrer, who will speak on the Serenity Prayer. 

Sign up for the men’s breakfast on the 

Sunday service communication card or on the 

church website or mobile app.   

We need a few good men to cook the meal 

and set up tables.  If you’d like to volunteer, 

contact Dan Mathisen at (209) 612-5028 or at 

mathisen.dan@gmail.com. †   

 The prophet Jeremiah in Lamentations 3:30.  

Jesus said God‘s people should turn the 

other cheek to those who strike them. Who 

else said that?  
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The rise in persecution of Christians (Mat 

24:9), increasing wickedness we see in our 

state, nation and world (Mat 24:12), and the 

falling away of Christians from faith (Mat 

24:10), are three of the signs Jesus predicted 

would occur in the last days.  

It’s easy to feel discouraged and depressed 

when we compare the America of today to the 

America of our youth. Remember that God 

knows what’s going on and is in control of all 

things. He is allowing sinful behavior for a 

time but “My spirit shall not always strive 

with man” (Genesis 6:3). God will do 

whatever is necessary to achieve his purposes 

and protect and provide for us, until he brings 

us home to be with him. The Lord told Joshua, 

“be strong and courageous” (Jos 1:6). That’s 

his desire for us, too.  

Most of us prefer to avoid confrontation. 

Voicing an opinion—any opinion—in 2022 

can expose one to smears, canceling, doxing, 

harassment, threats, suspension, even loss of a 

job. Many Christians throughout history paid 

a high price for publicly condemning evil. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German pastor, 

publicly opposed the Nazi regime and was 

executed. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees and 

they crucified him. It’s natural to hesitate at 

the cost of speaking against evil, but the cost 

to our children, grandchildren, and nation of 

passivity and silence will be higher if we 

don’t.  

We want to attract people to Jesus. Jesus 

commanded us to share the gospel (Mat 28:19) 

and to be his salt and light (Mat 5:13-14) in 

this dark world. Will the people who hear our 

testimony about Christ desire to know him 

when they see us keep to ourselves while evil 

abounds in our culture and institutions? Will 

they admire our passivity, or will they view us 

and, by extension, Jesus, as irrelevant?  

Represent Christ, Fight Evil —cont’d from page 1 
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What then should we do? Jesus told his 

disciples, whom he was sending out to 

spread the gospel, “Behold, I send you forth 

as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye 

therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as 

doves” (Mat 10:16). We likewise, as we 

interact with others, should never engage in 

violence, vandalism or invective, but we 

should do what we can do as representa-

tives of the Lord and as citizens of our 

nation. Pray daily for God to turn the hearts 

and minds of all Americans and all 

people—including all Christians—away 

from sin and toward Jesus. Ask God to give 

you clear direction on the issues of the day. 

Read your Bible daily to become better 

informed on God’s desires, and for his word 

to to work in your heart. Ask God also for 

the courage and determination to vote for 

and support the political candidates, 

legislation and issues that uphold His 

righteousness, and to stand against those 

that promote evil. Sign and hand out 

petitions. Call or email your elected officials 

to voice your support or displeasure with 

legislation. Run for your local school board, 

or at least attend and be willing to speak at 

school board meetings. None of the above 

are unbiblical for a Christ-follower to do. 

Avoid pointless debates, but be unafraid to 

voice your opinion calmly and politely in 

online or face-to-face conversations.  

Jesus commands us to be about his 

business until the time of his return (Mat 

24:42-51). Invest yourself in your Father’s 

work. Rely on his strength and guidance. Be 

strong and courageous. “The night is almost 

gone; the day of salvation will soon be 

here” (Rom 13:12).  †  
 


