
NCCSG    Week 6    Genesis 11:10-12:20 
 

Engage with me for a second; Is following God a risk? Is going with the crowd safe? These two questions 

represent an ongoing challenge in the believer’s life. Our mixed-up world simultaneously commends 

conformity and rewards rebellion. Playing it safe and fitting in seems appealing. Trends can dictate what 

we should read, how we should dress, what is acceptable and what is not. On the other hand, obeying 

God often feels risky. Christians think and live so differently from the world that the New Testament 

refers to believers as aliens, foreigners, strangers, and exiles (1 Peter 2:11). Giving up what this world 

holds dear appears costly; valuing what God rewards involves sacrifice. if following God risks this world's 

favor and comforts, is it worth it to you? How do you evaluate the risks and rewards? 

God told Abraham to leave everything familiar. Holding only God's promise of future blessing, Abram 

packed up and left a comfortable life in a thriving city. He placed his confidence in the character and 

promises of God, not the clarity of the path before him. Is following God a risk? Certainly, Abraham 

risked loss by this world standards. He gave up personal control in favor of trusting God. He risked so 

much that others would think him foolish. Abram risked what this world labeled as gain for the sake of 

obeying God. God calls and gods his people into a new life of faith. Because God is God, following him is 

safe. The martyr missionary Jim Elliott said it well: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain 

that which he cannot lose.” 

Chapter 11 lists selected family members from Noah's son Shem through Abraham. This genealogy offers 

an interesting parallel to Adam's recorded in genesis 5. Both lists repeat the phrases “became the father 

of” and “Other sons and daughters.” justice 11 also records lifespans but omits the phrase “and then he 

died.” by this point in history, death seems expected and came more quickly. the offspring God promised 

to conquer sin had not yet been born.  

Scripture reveals some intimate facts about Abrams closest relatives. Terah, Abraham’s father, lived east 

of the Euphrates River in Ur, a country in Mesopotamia ruled by the Chaldeans. He served other gods 

and worshipped the sun and moon (Joshua 24:2. 14-15). He led his family from Ur, toward Canaan, 

settling in Harran. With him he also took Sarai, Abram’s wife, and half-sister (different mothers). Despite 

a family history of idolatry, when God called Abram to leave all he had known, he obeyed. 

Hebrews 11:8 describes Abram’s first steps of trust in God: “By faith Abraham, when called to go to a 

place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where 

he was going.” Stephen confirms in Acts 7:2-4 that Abram was called while he was still living in Ur. God 

calls out to Abram, Drawing him to himself. He is not calling Abram to follow rules. He's not calling to 

bargain for his favor. God is calling Abram to place his faith in the promises he will make. 

Abram faced the cost of God's call as he heard, “go from your country, your people and your father's 

household…” This represented no small sacrifice. He was asked to leave all that he had known to follow a 

God his father, and mostly like he, had never known to “Go…to the land I will show you.” Abram 

responded in faith. Through God's grace and with every command, he gives the desire and will to trust 

him. Philippians 213 explains, “For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good 

purpose.”  



God intervened against evil in Noah's day, calling and delivering Noah and his future descendants from 

the judgment of the flood. God dispersed the rebellious people at the tower of Babel, upholding his plan 

for humanity to fill the earth. The world again seemed filled with wickedness in the days of Abram. This 

time God called Abram. The promise God made to Abram represents his planned way of deliverance for 

Abraham and his descendants. God's covenant promise, like the ark, delivers all who enter into his 

promises through faith. 

God's plan for Abram depended solely on God, not Abram. God announced what he would do, not what 

Abram must do. This is sufficiency and faithfulness of God provides the foundation for faith that Abram 

and all people after him follow. God's promises to Abram changed the course of individuals, families, 

communities, nations, and the world. Abram received amazing, unconditional, and lasting promises of 

land, people, and blessings from God. Let’s take a look at the Promises. 

I will make you into a great nation-- God promised descendants and a legacy to the currently childless 

Abram. Abram’s nation (Israel) would be great because of their unique relationship with God. I Will bless 

you-- God promised himself to Abram the goodness of God would bless Abram personally.  I will make 

your name great--Abram later known as Abraham, is also called the father of many nations, a prophet, 

mighty Prince, God's friend, father of those who believe in the man of faith.  

I will make you a blessing-- God's blessing came with the responsibility to share his goodness, to bless 

others. I will bless those who bless you--Abram's people would be so identified with God that for 

anyone to be kind, good or generous to them would be to act in kindness, goodness, or generosity 

toward God. I will cure whoever curses you--likewise, to curse Abram’s people was akin to cursing God. 

Throughout history, this prophetic promise proves true. Whenever nations afflict the Jews, they 

invariably suffer. I will make all the peoples on earth be blessed through you-- God called Abraham out 

of the nations that had gone their own way in evil and idolatry. Through Abrams nation all can know 

these gifts: God’s word, Jesus Christ, God’s Will.  

So how did Abram respond? With obedience! Abram left Harran with Sarai, Lot, and their Acquired 

possessions and went to Canaan. Scripture gives the practical, visible results of God's effective call. “So 

Abram went, as the Lord had told him…” The land was filled with wickedness but, Abram was to enter 

Canaan with God and his family to claim the land. The story of Abram foreshadows his later nation Israel 

and their conquest of Canaan, the land promised by God.  

At Shechem “the LORD appeared to Abram.” Verse 7 repeats this amazing fact twice. God personally 

confirms His promises to Abram to strengthen his active but imperfect faith. God knows and guides His 

children in grace and mercy. God understands human weakness. He calls His people to trust Him, not 

their own understanding. God would give Abram offspring as well as the land into which he journeyed. 

Abram responded in awe and worship, building an altar of praise and sacrifice to God.  

A famine in Canaan tested Abram’s willingness to trust God. God allows for growing faith to be tested. 

He wants you to succeed and to experience His faithful provision in personal and meaningful ways. Your 

faith muscle develops by trusting God in real life situations This famine, ultimately under God’s sovereign 

control, offered Abram a choice. Would he depend on God or rely on a human solution. 

The severe shortage of food in Canaan led Abram to seek refuge in Egypt. As he entered Egypt, he feared 

they would kill him to take Sarai. Abram put his own welfare above loving protection of his wife. He lied, 



claiming Sarai was his sister, not his wife. Perhaps he justified the lie that contained a half-truth. Lies 

often multiply to maintain effectiveness. He prepared by first asking Sarai to join in the deception and 

then lied to the Egyptians. Sarai was taken into Pharaoh’s harem. Sin deceived Abram to think he would 

be safter outside God’s promised place of blessing rather than within His revealed will. His lies would 

lead to a tide of unexpected trouble.  

Abram’s lie caused suffering. God intervened in grace and mercy to protect Abram and Sarai. God 

inflicted Pharaoh’s household with serious diseases as a result of Abram’s deception. The Egyptian ruler 

justly rebuked Abram – “What have you done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 

Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife; take her, 

and go.” “Wife” is repeated four times in these verses. Pharaoh understood the honor and protection 

due a wife better than Abram, who belonged to the One who created marriage.  

God protected Abram and Sarai from death or other loss when their lies were discovered. For a foreigner 

to deceive and cause suffering to Egypt’s leader could be considered an act of war. God caused Pharaoh 

to send them away with all their goods. These “possessions” likely included the Egyptian slave girl Hagar. 

The abundance of possessions contributed to Abram’s decision to split with Lot near Sodom.  

God called Abram and promised blessing beyond his imagination. Abram believed God’s promises and 

acted on them by faith. He found that although faith and dependence on God is risky and challenging, 

belief in God reveals the only complete security that can be known. 

 

QUESTIONS 
 

1. Have you shared the Gospel or had a spiritual conversation this week? Have you made an 

effort to invite a friend, neighbor, or co-worker to church? 

 

2. Read Joshua 24:2-3: In light of Genesis 11:27-12:1, What do we learn about Abram’s family? 

What does this history teach us about God? 

 

 

 

3. Read Hebrew 11:8-9. Think about Abram’s family before God’s call. What does Hebrews 11:8-9 

in context with Joshua 24:2-3 and Genesis 11-12 teach us about God’s role in producing faith? 

How do you see this played out in Abram’s life? 

 

 

 



4. Compare God’s call and command to Abram with His promises to Abram in 12:1-3. What 

makes it difficult to trust in God’s promises sometimes? 

 

 

 

5. Read 12:4-9: What do you notice about Abram’s obedience to God? How do Abram’s actions 

demonstrate his faith in God? What are some ways you have demonstrated obedience to God 

in your life?  

 

 

 

 

 

6. Read Genesis 12:10-20: What decisions did Abram and Sarai make regarding Egypt? Why? 

 

 

 

 

7. What do Abram’s actions teach us about humanity and faith? Has there been a time in which 

you have tried to do things your own way apart from trusting God? How did it Go? 

 

 

 

 

8. How does Abram’s sin affect others? What can we learn about our sin from this story? How do 

you let worldly situations affect your trust in God’s promises? 

 

 

 

 

9. What is one take away from this week’s reading?  


