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  The waiting game is not one we like. It has been ingrained within us to have almost immediate access to 

all things. When we click on that Netflix icon, we expect the list to immediately appear. After clicking 

purchase on Amazon we expect two-day delivery. More often than not, we are denied that instant 

access. Whether by storm or slow internet speeds, we are left to wait. The same goes for our prayers. 

We want God to act like Amazon, bringing delivery in two days or less. Or more often than not like the 

pizza place, “delivery in 30 minutes or less”.  

What does is it like to finally hold what has so long seemed denied? How does it feel when God finally 

answers prayers passionately offered up for so long? When we wait on God, He brings what He 

determines is best, in his perfect timing. Not every prayer brings our desired outcome, but God promises 

his presence and sufficiency at every point or our wait. God knows whether or not we will see our hard-

fought battles won in this life or in the next. Even when it feels like our prayers and needs go unmet, 

unanswered, He is faithful.  

After years of waiting the time had finally come for God to bring to fruition his promise of a son to 

Abraham and Sarah. Isaac was born according to God’s timing. Abraham was 100 years old when he 

circumcised his son into the covenant naming him Isaac or “laughter”. Abraham and Sarah who had 

initially laughed at the thought of having children in their old age now laughed with joy at the fulfillment 

of the promise.  

There still remained an issue. There were now two sons. The New Testament builds on and expands from 

the Old Testament the challenging relationship of Ishmael and Isaac as an important analogy in the letter 

from Paul to the Galatians.  

Most early believers came from a Jewish background until Paul went to the Gentiles. Those early 

Christians struggled with legalism and tried to please God by keeping the Old Testament Law. As Gentile 

believers joined the Church, they were pressured to practice Judaism, keeping the Old Testament laws 

such as circumcision. Paul knew these Jewish Christians were familiar with the Old Testament history, 

including the account of Abraham’s two sons. Paul used this familiar event to teach an important lesson 

and refute false teaching. 

Paul pointed to Abraham and events in Genesis as illustrations to explain this truth. Ishmael mocked 

Isaac, the heir of the covenant. Galatians 4:29 tells us “ at that time he who was born according to the 

flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now.” This analogy points to the 

conflict between the old covenant, the law given to Moses and the new covenant in Christ. Paul pled 

with the believers to reject slavery to sin and the law and find freedom in Christ, the promised One. 

Paul’s words affirm that all scripture speaks of salvation by God’s Grace through faith in Christ alone, 

never by our works (Gal 3:14).  

Ishmael was born to Hagar, a slave woman. This birth was the result of sin, human will, and self-attempt 

to earn God’s promised inheritance. Paul taught that Ishmael represents those who cannot share in the 

spiritual inheritance of God’s promise. Trusting in human effort leaves people enslaved to the law, their 

own efforts and sin, just as Hagar had been a slave. 



Isaac was born to Sarah, a free woman and Abraham’s wife. The birth represented God’s gift of faith that 

led Abraham and Sarah to actively pursue God’s promise. They received Isaac, God’s promise, by grace, 

not works. God was faithful despite their sin. Paul taught that Isaac represents those who receive the 

spiritual inheritance of God’s promise through faith, not works. Faith that Jesus brings salvation through 

his life, death, and resurrection frees believers from sin’s control and penalty (Gal 4:21-23, 28-31). 

Through Christ believers are set free to joyfully obey God out of love for in and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 

“After these things God tested Abraham.” Chapter two leave little to the imagination. The son of promise 

has been born and God immediately “tested” Abraham. Literally it means “to prove by trial.” Why would 

God’s test involve human sacrifice, leaving the readers to wrestle with the horror of the request? This 

test would take Abraham to the breaking point- offering up his only son.  

God did not test Abraham to gain additional information He someone how lacked about his faith. God 

tested Abraham so Abraham would know what God already knew—that Abraham was willing to offer 

God what he loved most. As humans, our love for God must exceed all other loves. God never tempts 

anyone to do evil. This test revealed Abraham’s deep faith, love, and hope more than any previous 

experience.  

God’s requests to Abraham was that he offer up Isaac as a “burnt offering,” an atoning sacrifice for sin. 

This horror points the reader forward to something that Abraham did not know. Many years later, the 

Father, offered up his one and only Son as an atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world. Isaiah 53:10 says, 

“yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life for 

sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will Prosper in his hand.” For 

Jesus there was no ram in the thicket to spare him from the death he didn’t deserve. He was the willing 

substitute offered by the Father for us.  

Abraham did not question the command he received from God. This begs the question; What did 

Abaham know about God and what did he know about Isaac? Abraham knew that the eternal God could 

be trusted. Hebrews 11:17-19 tells us that “[Abraham] considered that God was able to even to raise him 

from the dead.” Abraham also knew that Isaac represented God’s hope for the world. God had 

miraculously provided Isaac by His power alone. Abraham knew that it was Isaac who would be the son 

of promise, “your only son.” 

Abraham immediately and deliberately obeyed God’s command. Genesis 22:3 shows no hesitation in the 

actions of Abraham. He traveled for three days with no indication of second thought or compromise. 

Abraham trusted God has he moved forward in costly obedience. Abraham was so confidence in the 

provision of the LORD that he told his men that “I and the boy will go over there and worship and come 

again to you.” We are not promised the same outcome as Abraham in our obedience. We are never 

promised social status, financial gain, or even life when we fully commit to following Christ at all cost.  

For 2000 years believers have obediently and boldly proclaimed the truth of Christ at the cost of their 

own lives. They do so not because of the treasures of this life but rather the promised inheritance on 

account of Christ. Abraham could not have offered Isaac to God if he had refused to participate. He gave 

up his son willingly for the LORD. In a similar was we are called to love God above all else and trust in his 

provision.  



Abraham experienced God’s provision that day in an extremely personal way, buy his statement also 

foreshadows God’s provision far beyond that day—“the LORD will provide.” God would one day provide 

a substitute for our deserving death in the form of his Son Jesus. Abraham’s obedience stands as an 

example of unwavering faith that all believers can find confidence in.  

 

Questions 
 

1. Did you have the opportunity to share the Gospel this week? Did you pray for an unbeliever in 

your life this week? Write down the name of an unbeliever you are praying for and keep it in 

your Bible for prayer time during daily devotion. 

 

 

2. Read Galatians 4:21-31. What distinction is there between the two sons? (Example: What does 

Ishmael represent? Isaac?) What can we learn from this about works verse grace?  

 

 

 

3. What did Abraham know about God and Isaac when God gave His command in 22:2? (See 

21:12 and Hebrews 11:17-19? 

 

 

 

4. What do you learn about the purpose and nature of God’s tests from Abraham’s story? 

 

 

 

5. What evidence do you see of Abraham’s commitment to and belief in God? 

 

 

 

6. Thinking about Abraham’s faith, what is keeping you from believing and acting on the 

promises of God? 

 



 

7. How does Isaac illustrate Christ’s love, trust, and obedience for His Father?  

 

 

 

8. What did God want from Abraham? What is God wanting from you? Where do you sense God 

testing you? What are you learning from it? 

 

 

 

 

9. Read 22:15-24. Why did God swear by Himself to bless Abraham? What two-part promise did 

God make to Abraham? 

 

 

 

 

10. What was one thing that stands out to you about this story? What is something you may not 

have noticed before now? 

 

 

 


