
NCC Small Groups Week 2: Genesis 1:26-2:25 “Humanity” 
 

 On the sixth day of creation, God filled the created world with animals. God planned his creative 

work carefully, like expecting parents prepare their nurseries for their coming children. Everything was 

right for God to bring forth the pinnacle of His creation. God announced “Let us make mankind in our 

image, in our likeness…” We get a glimpse into a divine conversation of the Triune God at work in prefect 

creation. While the Trinity is not fully explained, it will be progressively revealed throughout scripture. 

 God personally created people in His image. God personally creates mankind, both male and 

female, in his image. “In our image, in our likeness” is an intentional pairing of phrases to emphasize the 

unique relationship of God and humanity. The purpose and identity of mankind centers on God and 

being made in his likeness. There is a stark contrast between the rest of creation and mankind. Every 

person identified as belonging to God our creator (Ephesians 1-2). They are created in the image of God 

to glorify him and intended to relate to God and all of creation in peace. Mankind is designed as a co-

regent with God over His creation. 

 As God is sustaining all creation and providing for all their needs, God still sets forth and defines 

his purposes for it. The animals are to be fruitful and multiply “according to their kind.” Likewise, God 

gives commands that will extend far beyond Adam and Eve. This is known as the Cultural Mandate. God 

calls people to meaningful relationship and work. “Be fruitful and multiply” tells man to steward their 

relationships in marriage, family, and society, devoted to God and to one another.  “Fill, subdue and rule” 

means that humanity was to take responsibility to represent God and to work with others as caretakers 

of God’s creation. God entrusts people with the capacity and desire for meaningful work.  

 God is a personal God who created according to His character. God’s creation of Adam reveals 

sacred, mysterious, and intimate truths. He breathes the sacred breath of His own life into the nostrils of 

Adam. By God’s breaths Adam became a living being, made in God’s image. This scene captures the 

intimate, personal relationship between God and man distinguishing them from all other creatures. God 

sharing life, his “breath of life” tethers people to God for identity.  

 God provides for Adam a garden paradise filled with all that he needs to live. It is abundant and 

purposefully made just for him to work. It signifies purpose for the man and the provision of God. At the 

center of the Garden two trees are planted. The tree of life symbolized the eternal life God gives to 

human beings. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil represents the one prohibition God has given 

Adam, testing his trust in God and willingness to live by His word. (More on this next week). 

 Before God created Eve, he prepared Adam. God gave him meaningful work to develop his 

abilities. He was to cultivate the garden and take care of the animals. As Adam works the garden and 

begins naming the animals he recognizes that none of the animals could meet his need for human 

companionship or suitable helper. So God met Adam’s need for companionship and fulfillment. Like 

Adam he intimately created Eve from the rib of Adam. This signifies her sharing in the same nature of 

body, soul, and spirit as Adam. Eve bore God’s image and breath of life, just like Adam.  

 Creation was not complete until God created woman to steward the earth alongside the man. 

God designed the differences between men and women to complement each other while reflecting the 



image of God. This established in greater detail through marriage. Genesis 2:24-25 shares with us the 

stabilization of this created order by establishing marriage and the family unit. God designed the 

covenant relationship of marriage, the spiritual and physical bond whereby man and woman become 

one flesh. God’s love for humanity incorporates marriage. In deep and symbolic ways, marriage 

illustrates the love of Christ Jesus for His Bride, His people, His Church. Marriage between one woman 

and one man, is the foundational block of societal order. God’s design works for our good, and his 

purposes for the created order. 

  

QUESTIONS 
1. Have you had a change to share the Gospel or have a spiritual conversation this week? 

 

2. What distinguishes humanity from the rest of creation? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does it mean to “be created” in the image of God?  

 

 

 

 

4. What did you learn about the identity and purpose of humanity from our passage? 

 

 

 

5. What does it mean that “God rested”? How do work and rest go together? 

 

 

 

6. Read 2:4-25: What stands out to you most about the garden of Eden? Why? 

 



 

 

7. What were the commands given to Adam and Eve? Why were they given? 

 

 

 

8. What conclusions can you draw about God’s purposes for marriage from our passage?  

 

 

 

9. What is one thing that really stood out to you this week as you read Genesis 1:26-2:25? 

 

 

 

 


