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I absolutely love action movies. One of my favorites is the 300. Short story is that the Spartans are few 

but yet they kick some major bad guy tail as they wipe out armies vastly larger than their measly 300. 

They are passionate about battle, incredibly strategic, and have no fear making them force to be 

reckoned with on the battle field. As wave after wave of army’s attack, they find victory. In the final scene 

the Spartans are defeated at the hands of Xerxes and his men. However, the Spartans are remembered 

for their bravery, strength, and ability in battle.  

Genesis 14 plays sort of like an action movie. Five kings and their armies against four. The five kings seem 

to have upper hand but suddenly two kings flee (King of Sodom and Gomorrah), leaving the enemy with 

the power. They take all the possessions of the two cities, Lot, all his possessions, and leave. One man 

escaped and runs to Abram. Abram hearing of Lot’s capture recruits 318 men and go in pursuit. The 

battle ends with Abram’s men over taking the fleeing armies and bringing back all the possessions and 

Lot with them. Talk about beast mode.  

What is striking about this story is what follows. As Abram returns the King of Sodom comes out to meet 

him along with the King of Salem, Melchizedek.  His seat of power was none other than Salem or as we 

know it Jerusalem. Melchizedek was a Canaanite king descended who comes out to refresh and bless 

Abram the chosen father of the coming nation of Israel.  

We cannot miss that he was not just the king of Salem but also a priest. After this encounter with Abram 

Melchizedek seemingly disappears from the narrative until David became King of Israel and made 

Jerusalem the royal city. In doing so he makes his house, the successor to Melchizedek’s earlier dynasty 

of priest-kings. David writes in Psalm 110:1 and 4: “The LORD says to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand, until 

I make your enemies your footstool.’ The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are a priest 

forever after the order of Melchizedek.’”  

While celebrating his own ascendancy to the throne, David’s ultimate application of Melchizedek extends 

beyond himself. Psalm 110 declared that God was going to do something new by bringing into history a 

priest-king like Melchizedek that would, unlike the temporal previous reigns, last “forever”.  

Hebrews goes into even greater detail about the mysterious priest-king of Genesis 14. The author in 

Hebrews 7 notes that Melchizedek foreshadows Christ’s character. Melchizedek bore the title of king, 

which is mentioned four time in verses 1, 2. Jesus is the ultimate “King of kings and Lord of lords.”(Rev 

19:16). Melchizedek means “king of righteousness” or “my king is righteous” while “king of Salem” 

means “king of peace”. Both of these qualities were prophesied about the coming messiah in Isaiah 9:6-7 

where his fourth title is “Prince of peace” and he is said to rule with “righteousness”. The New Testament 

identifies Jesus specifically as “Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). He is the King of Righteousness. 

Likewise, “For [Jesus] himself is our peace” (Eph 2:14). Jesus brings righteousness and peace together in 

his person. 

We could go on an on about how Melchizedek foreshadows Christ. Why Melchizedek and not the order 

of Aaron? Two different lines. Melchizedek “belonged to another tribe (Canaanite most likely) from 

which no one has ever served at the altar” (v13). Jesus is a direct descendant from the tribe of Judah in 



which “Moses said nothing about priests.” The Levites were the tribe dedicated as priests. Jesus linage in 

that of Melchizedek is based not on legal requirements based on his heritage but rather on the power of 

God. His appointment much like that of Melchizedek was not done so by humans but rather by God 

Himself. Jesus could not have been from the order of Aaron because as scripture says, that linage was 

“prevented by death from continuing in office, but [Jesus] holds his priesthood permanently because he 

continues forever” (23-24).  

Read Hebrews 7 in preparation for our discussion questions for the week. We should note however that 

Sodom’s king and Melchizedek deal differently with Abram. Melchizedek comes with refreshment and 

blessing while Sodom’s king demands payment. Melchizedek is the recipient of a tithe from Abram. The 

King of Sodom offered a crude deal to the one deserving of all the spoils of war. Abram rightly refused 

the deal in a declaration of dependence upon God. He accepted only the portion due His Amorite allies. 

By refusing this world’s riches, Abram declared God was sufficient to meet all his needs.  

Let’s not miss Abram’s response to Melchizedek. He offers up freely a tithe to the one who has blessed 

him. Abram recognizes something different about this king. He is worthy of offering. Melchizedek’s 

blessing is a reminder to Abram that God’s blessing, his promises, have brought him safely through 

battle. If that is true, then Abram can fully rely on the continued preservation and revelation of God’s 

promises. Abram’s actions point us forward to a coming priest-king who will be deserving not only of our 

tithe but of our very lives in devotion to the furtherance of the kingdom.  

Abram gave up his rights. He first gave Lot the choice of land. He then rescued Lot from a mess of his 

own making and refused bounty from the King of Sodom. He voluntarily honored Melchizedek with a 

generous tithe. What did Abram lose? Nothing. Abram gained trust that God would be with him, meet 

his needs, and fulfill every promise. How true that these promises of God never leaving us nor forsaking 

us stand true today. No matter our circumstances we can stand and sing “it is well, with my soul” 

because of the better priest-king. 

 

Questions 
1. Have you invited anyone to church this week? Did you have the opportunity to share the 

Gospel this week? Have you made an effort to be around non-believers?  

 

 

2. How does Abram’s actions speak to his faith in God in chapter 14:1-16? How do his actions 

differ from that of the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah?  

 

 

3. Who is Melchizedek and why are two positions he held significant?  

 



4. How is Melchizedek’s response to Abram’s victory differ from that of the King of Sodom? How 

does Abram respond to each? 

 

 

 

 

5. Read Hebrews 7 for the next questions Psalm 110: How is Jesus greater than Melchizedek? Fill 

in the Chart after reading the passages. 

Melchizedek Jesus 

King of Salem Romans 5:1, Is. 9:6-7, Heb 1:8-9 
 

king of righteousness, king of peace  
 

Priest of Most high God See Isaiah 9:6 
 

Superior of Abram  
 

Blesses Abram  
 

No father or mother or genealogy  
 

No beginning or end  
 

Priest forever  
 

Line of messiah (Psalm 110:4  
 

 

6. What is the significance and importance of Jesus being a Priest from the order of Melchizedek 

rather than the order of Aaron? See Heb 7:11-28 

 

 

 

7. What do you learn about Jesus’ uniqueness and his unique role from this biblical text? 

 

 

8. What is one take away or question you might have from this week’s lesson?  
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