
NCCSG    Week 8   Genesis 15-17:16 
 

Has anyone ever made a promise to you that took a while to fulfill? How did you feel while waiting for 

the fulfillment of that promise? How did you act towards that person while waiting for the promise to be 

fulfilled? my guess would be that you were anxious. You might even have asked that person multiple 

times when they were going to fulfill that promise. Think about a kid going to Disney World. leading up 

to the trip they asked when are we going? is it time to go yet? how many more days? This is part of the 

natural reaction to promises being made. While we want to believe, there’s still that part of us that is 

skeptical. We may even take matters into our own hands. Just like the kid going to Disney World, they 

may begin to pack their bags a month before they leave, just to let the parents know that they are ready. 

Even after all the promises that God had made to Abram, there were still questions to be answered. So, 

God is going to remind Abram of all those promises and reiterate that he will keep them. In chapter 15 

we God tell Abram “I am your shield”. In terms of the unknown, we tend to be afraid. Believing truth 

about God overcomes human fear. God said to Abraham and to us: do not be afraid; I will protect you... I 

am your security. You may be called to pass through fire or water but God will shield you from all real 

harm. Just as a note, if you jump into the fire, you will get burnt. Here we are talking about eternal harm. 

we are talking about a God who protects those whom he has chosen. 

Not only is God his shield, but he is his great reward. Abram refused great financial reward from the king 

of Sodom. God revealed to Abram that he has chosen the very best reward. God's presence and pleasure 

gave deeper joy and satisfaction than any earthly possession. Paul said to know Christ made everything 

he once valued seemed like rubbish (Phil 3:8). To know God and to be in his presence is infinitely more 

valuable than any treasure we could possess. 

In verse 2, Abram asks a very honest question that reveals his doubt and discouragement. 10 years had 

passed since God promised a son, but Abram and Sarai were still childless. He had God's promises, but it 

seemed too late to hope for an heir other than his servant Eliezer. Abraham knew the fulfillment of God's 

promises depended on offspring. Abram’s impatience was an understandable human response. How 

now could God fulfill his promise? Had Abraham misunderstood God? 

God designed human minds with good reasoning skills, a reflection of his image. Abram’s impatience 

increasingly drew him to a human reasoning and common cultural solutions. He began interpreting 

God's promises through his current, less-than-promising circumstances. Because God had not given 

Abram and Sarai children, he determined his servant Eliezer should become his heir, a common cultural 

practice for a childless man. 

God clarified Abram’s confusion. Once again, the Lord came to Abram. Abram’s heir would not be Eliezer, 

but his own son, yet to be born. God's word clarifies confusion believers face in this world. God's truth 

provides perspective and hope when we are confused and discouraged. Tangible answers may not come 

immediately, but God can be trusted when we are confused and down. 

Consider the tender way God moved Abram from doubt to belief. God took him outside and had him 

look at the night sky filled with too many stars to count and told him “A son who is your own flesh and 

blood” would become a nation as numerous as the stars. Verse six records Abrams response: “and he 



believed the LORD and he counted it to him as righteousness.” By his grace God transferred his perfect 

righteousness onto Abram as he believed God would fulfill his promise. 

The best of human effort is flawed, unable to meet God's holy standards. Only God's righteousness can 

satisfy God's holy standard. By grace through faith, God credits believers with righteousness they cannot 

produce on their own. This is the heart of the gospel message that gives hope to sinful people. Abram 

could not understand everything God's promise meant, but he was fully persuaded that God had the 

power to do what he had promised. 

The conversation moved from God’s promise all of a sudden to his promise of the land. Given all the 

promises, Abram asked for confirmation. God gave him a bonding covenant that included a ceremony, a 

prophecy, and a sign. God transacted a formal contract, or covenant, with Abram. the technical term in 

Hebrew is “to cut” a covenant. In ancient times, people usually confirmed business transactions and 

national treaties with solemn ceremonies. The parties brought animals to slaughter and cut them into 

halves. The animal halves lay opposite each other with a path in the center. The contracting parties 

walked together as they repeated the covenant terms to represent their unity of mind. The shed blood 

of the animal sacrifices demonstrated their depth of commitment and the consequences they wished 

upon themselves if they broke the covenant. 

Abraham provided his faith in a practical way when he prepared the sacrificial animals. He waited for 

God all day, protecting the slaughtered animals from birds of prey. God's response came, but not in a 

way Abram expected. At sunset, God called Abram to fall into a deep sleep as he delivered a dramatic 

prophecy of Abram’s descendants. God told Abram that his descendants would one day possess the land 

of the Amorites after spending 400 years as sojourners.  

Normally, the contracting parties walked together between the animal halves to confirm the covenant. In 

this case, while Abram slept, God acted alone. God swore by himself to fulfill the covenant. God's 

covenant with Abram was unconditional, not dependent on human contribution. God and God alone 

would keep every promise for the honor of his name. 

Like the child who tried to force the trip to Disney by packing their bags early, Sarai became impatient  

and tried to force the promise by human intervention. God intended to fulfill his promise to Abram only 

through Sarai to prove his almighty power.  Sarai, frustrated by within baren, proposed a plan to give her 

servant Hagar to Abram to have a child. Abraham wrongly assumed Eliezer would be his heir before God 

clarified his understanding. Now he misinterpreted God's promise by assuming that because a child had 

not been born to Sarai, he should agree to her offer to take her servant Hagar.  

This wrong decision immediately brought pain to the entire household. The son born to Hagar 

represents human self-effort outside of God's covenant of grace. This compromise with God's intended 

way produced bitterness and multiplied conflict within the family. But God and his goodness and grace 

showed mercy on Hagar and on Abram and Sarai. 

Abram would be given a new name. Abram became Abraham Because of God's faithfulness to fulfill his 

Covenant. Abraham would be the “father of many nations”. As a sign of the covenant, God prescribed 

male circumcision for Abraham and his male descendants. Participation in circumcision affirmed each 

man's acceptance of God's covenant personally and as a representative for his family. The command fit 

the culture context understood in this day. Throughout the Old Testament times, male patriarchs were 



responsible to lead their clans or family units. Therefore, circumcision did not exclude women from the 

covenant but confirmed God's blessing for the whole family unit through the male patriarch. Through 

this son, God's Old Testament covenant people indicated their submission to walk before him in newness 

of life. 

Circumcision served as an outward sign of the old covenant and the Abrahamic promise. It distinguished 

Abraham’s male descendants from other people as set apart for God. It confirmed the covenant blessing 

for the whole family unit through the male patriarchy. It served as a seal of obedience within the 

community that identified with God. It symbolized the cutting off of the old life of self-effort, failure, and 

sin. It was also a representation of faith to a greater hope of a physical descendant of Abraham that 

would one day be Savior. 

 

QUESTIONS 
1. Did you share the gospel this week? Have you been praying for opportunities to share? What 

is the biggest obstacle you have in sharing your faith.  

 

 

2. What did Abram believe in 15:6? What is the connection between belief and righteousness for 

Abram? 

 

 

3. Read Romans 4 in light of Genesis 15:6. What does Paul’s discussion of Gen 15:6 add to our 

understanding of the relationship between believing God and righteousness? 

 

a. Romans 4:4-5→  

 

 

b. Romans 4:10→  

 

 

c. Romans 4:20-24→  

 

 

 



4. Read 15:10-21. What stands out to you about God’s covenant? How does it differ from human 

covenants? How do God’s actions speak to his character?  

 

 

 

5. What are the promises and prophecies made in the Covenant? 

 

 

 

6. In what ways did Sarai and Abram sin in chapter 16? What were the immediate and long-term 

results of trying to gain something good through sin?  

 

 

 

7. What can you learn from this passage about waiting for God to fulfill his promises? 

 

 

 

8. Read 17:1. What does it mean to be blameless? How could anyone accomplish God’s 

command to be blameless (See Matthew 5:43-48; Phil 2:13, 3:12; Col 1:26-29 for insight) 

 

 

 

9. What does the sign of circumcision mean? How does it relate to faith (read Romans 4:11)? 

 

 

 

10. What is one take away from this week’s reading? How has this passage helped you to better 

understand the character of God? 

 


