
NCCSG    Week 9   Genesis 18:16-19:38 
 

In Genesis 18:1-15, Abraham showed hospitality to three heavenly visitors who delivered a timely 

message regarding Isaac’s birth. As Abraham walked with his guests while they prepared to leave, they 

stopped and looked down on the city of Sodom. Verse 17 offers a glimpse into God’s heart toward 

Abraham. God did not want to hide his plans to destroy Sodom from Abraham, the man he had chosen 

for a great destiny. The situation offered Abraham an opportunity to grow in his knowledge or 

righteousness and in reverence for God. Each phrase in verses 18-19 explain God’s relationship with 

Abraham.  

God desired to reveal his plans to Abraham having set him apart for the blessing of the nations. God 

speaks openly about the grievous evil rising from Sodom and Gomorrah. “I will go down and see.” God 

knows everything. Just as with the Tower of Babel, God “came down” to the place and people awaiting 

judgement. God’s personal involvement in executing judgment helps us to understand the gravity of sin.  

There are three key principles found here in this passage. First, God does not tolerate sin. Adam and 

Eve’s sin shattered God’s creation, brining pervasive damage and death. The escalating evil in Sodom did 

not escape God’s attention. “The outcry… is great.” God hears both the boasts of evildoers and the cries 

of the victims. He cannot ignore that his creation is being held captive by sin’s degradation. God hears 

the pain caused by evil and judges with perfect wisdom and justice. Even when his judgement is delayed, 

it remains certain. 

Second, God tests faith and unbelief. He tested Abraham by sharing his plan. Abraham responded with 

reverence and intercession, ultimately trusting the greater knowledge of God. God also gave the people 

of Sodom an opportunity to repent when the angels visited their city. However, they were so spiritually 

blind that not even physical blindness convinced them to repent (19:11). Final judgement became 

inevitable. 

Finally, God’s mercy and patience are great. He created, loves, and longs to redeem humanity. He judges 

with perfect knowledge, declaring, “If not, I will know (18:21). When the angels turned toward Sodom, 

the LORD remained with Abraham. God’s compassion for people and desire that people repent remain 

clear. He promised Abrahm that for the sake of 50 or even as few as 10 righteous people, He would Spare 

Sodom. 

God did not rebuke Abraham for asking questions. Though Abraham certainly felt concern for his 

nephew Lot, he expressed compassion for the entire city. Sometimes people question God without any 

desire to surrender to Him. But often, like Abraham, believers bring honest questions to God and ask 

Him for wisdom and faith they lack. God is strong enough for your questions. Seek to know His heart and 

trust His ways.  

Abraham asked God to spare the city if 50 people were found righteous. Abraham appeals  to the 

righteous, holy, and compassionate character of God: “Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 

Abraham’s questions reveal that God can be trusted. He can be trusted completely with what you cannot 

understand. He can be trusted to always do what is right. Abraham did not delight in God’s impending 



judgement, but trusted in His righteousness. He knew that God “ does not take pleasure in the death of 

the wicked” (Ezekiel 18:23). 

As the angels approached Sodom, they found lot seated at the city gates. Lot had clearly been integrated 

into city life and have even been elevated to a noteworthy position in their social structure. Lot warmly 

invites them to his home to spend the night so that they could then “go on [their] way early in the 

morning.” The angels wanted to spend the night in the city square, but Lot prevailed and even showed 

urgency in an attempt to protect his guests from the evil environment of the city.  

Lot’s wariness of evil and sense of righteousness indicated his internal struggle living in a wicked Sodom. 

2 Peter 2 tells us that the outright wickedness of Sodom warred against Lots sense of right and wrong. 

Three times in two verses Peter writes of Lot’s righteousness.  

Lot struggled inwardly and outwardly as the evil in the city greatly jeopardized his own family. The 

lifestyle of sexual immorality filled the culture of Sodom giving evidence of the moral degradation of the 

society. The men of the city surround Lot’s home demanding to have sex with the guests. Lot attempts to 

ward off the men by offering up his two virgin daughters. We read this and shudder at the very thought 

of what he is offering and yet Lot received mercy and was counted righteous by God’s grace alone 

despite his reckless and sinful offer. The angels saved Lot, striking the violent men with blindness.  

The angels then warned Lot to get his family out of Sodom, as the city was soon to be destroyed. Lot 

believed the warning and ran to the men who were pledged to marry his daughters. As he spoke to them 

they thought he was kidding. Lot had lost spiritual influence within his own family. The text does not tell 

us whether or not Lot or the people knew the two visitors were angels but 2 Peter 2 describes the foolish 

boldness of people who rebel against God. “This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire 

of the flesh and despise authority. Bold and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap abuse on celestial 

beings; yet even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not heap abuse on such 

beings when bringing judgement on them from the Lord.” 

Even though Lot spiritually struggled against the outright evil in Sodom, staying in the corrupt city 

compromised Lot and his family. You could even say that Lot represents believers who experience the 

eternal loss of a wasted life, though they are child of God. While it is easy to criticize Lot for his folly, all 

believers face the similar challenges challenges. Like Lot, widespread cultural acceptance of sin grieves 

anyone who love the LORD. We live in a world that celebrates sin and personal freedom. God’s ways are 

portrayed as “old-fashioned” and out of touch with culture.  

One should question whether or not we recognize when the world’s influence jeopardizes our spiritual 

vitality. Sometimes God calls believers to intentionally live in a hostile environment for the sake of the 

Gospel. But more often than not, we live with one foot in the world and allow the world to steal God’s 

best from us. We are not called to love and share in the world’s practices, rather we are called to 

proclaim boldly the good news of the Gospel.  

As Lot flees, he and his family are commanded to flee to the mountains and “not turn back or stop 

anywhere”. In fear or maybe even some sense of despair over losing Sodom, Lot pleads with God to 

allow him to shelter in Zoar. God grants his request and withhold the judgement until Lot is safely in Zoar.  



As God’s judgement is poured out on Sodom, Lot’s wife casts her eye back at Sodom and became a pillar 

of Salt. Her death is a tragic consequence of the influence of sin. Her desire of the city was greater than 

her desire to escape sin’s grip on her.  

Scripture tells us that “God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows” (Gal. 6:7) Tragically Lot’s 

story ends with consequences. Lot’s daughters corrupted by the depraved standards of Sodom, justified 

their desire for children, they intentionally get their father drunk and become pregnant. The 

immortalized their sin in the names of their sons; Moab means “from father” and Ammon means “son of 

my people.” Lots descendants would be among the many enemies of Israel. Yet God in his grace, 

triumphed over sin. Ruth, a Moabite, became one of God’s own people by faith entering into the linage 

of Jesus. God’s just judgement of sin is certain, but all can seek His mercy in Christ. 

 

 

Questions  
1. Have you made an effort to share the Gospel this week and be around unbelievers? Name 

someone for whom you are praying to believe the Gospel. If you can’t name someone, be 

purposeful making relationships with someone outside the church. 

 

 

2. Read Genesis 18:16-19:38. Why would Abraham appeal for Sodom to be spared? What do you 

learn from Abraham’s prayers and God’s responses (18:23-33)?  

 

 

 

 

3. How should Abraham’s petition before God influence the way in which we go before God in 

prayer?  

 

 

 

4. Read Genesis 19:1-14. What evidence do you find that Lot was deeply influenced by his culture 

and surroundings instead of deeply influencing his culture?  

 

 

 

 



5. Because of the fall (Genesis 3) every person experiences the impact of sin and wickedness and 

we know God will rightly judge every sin. What challenges or comforts do you find in these 

two truths personally or as they relate to our society today?   

 

 

 

 

6. Read Genesis 19:15-29. How does Scripture describe Lot’s family’s departure from Sodom and 

Gomorrah? Why would Lot hesitate to leave?  

 

 

 

 

 

7. What do you learn about judgment from the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah?  

 

 

 

 

8. In 2 Peter 2:5-11, we learn Lot is considered righteous. How does God’s treatment of Lot in 

Genesis 19 give you hope? What warnings do you see in God’s judgment of Lot’s wife?  

 

 

 

 

9. Read Genesis 19:30-38. How do we see the influence of living in Sodom in Lot’s daughters’ 

plans and actions? What kinds of justification do people make for their choices today?  

 

 

 

 

10. Which nations descended from Lot? What relationship did they have to God’s plan for Israel? 

(See Numbers 25:1; Ruth 1:4; 4:13-17; Jeremiah 48:46-47; Ezekiel 25:3-6; Matthew 1:5-6) 

 


