
NCC Small Groups Week 1: Creation: Genesis 1-2 
 

God’s Creation declares his Glory with indisputable evidence that he is Lord of all. We see in the 

beginning God’s character on display in creation. God is Creator and Sustainer of all that exists. Through 

Genesis, we learn God is good, and everything he creates is good. 

Both Genesis 1 and 2 give the account of creation. Both chapters feature the same event, but with a 

different approach. Genesis 1 presents the glory and majesty of God as Creator of the whole world. God, 

who is transcendent- infinitely higher in all his ways- forms and fills the earth by the power of His Word. 

Genesis 3 presents the intimacy of creation as God draws near to personally fashion man and woman in 

His image.  

How do we approach the opening of Scripture. We might be inclined to approach creation with 

questions of “how”, “why”, “where” or “when”. The Bible does not primarily speak into these questions. 

Rather, the Bible speaks to questions of “who” and “so what.”  Who is responsible for the world? And 

why does it matter? Genesis 1:1 tells us that God alone is responsible for the world all found within.  

In Genesis 1:1 Moses uses the Hebrew word for “create” bara. This verb is used three times in the 

creation account of chapter 1. This word can mean to “create something from nothing” or it can refer to 

“reforming existing materials.” It signifies, in either case, God’s divine creation as something new. The  

Latin phrase ex nihilo, meaning “out of nothing,” is often attributed to God’s act of creation. Beyond the 

Genesis account, the whole counsel of Scripture confirms the concept of God creating out of Nothing. 

John 1:3 affirms, “Through Him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 

made.” Psalm 33:9 declares, “For he spoke, and it came to be he commanded, and it stood firm.” Both 

of these passages further expand our view and understanding of God and his creation. 

Again, we can get lost in the questions surrounding the timing of creation and details in each intricate 

moment. It has been often proposed that long periods of time occurred between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. 

The truth of the matter is that no human being was present when God created the world. We should 

approach theories and questions about creation with humility and grace. Faithful believers who accept 

the authority of the Bible disagree about the details and timeline of creation. With this in mind we must 

form our opinions and responses to others with humility that helps us focus on the most important 

aspects of creation, our personal and powerful Creator God. 

Creation took place over the course of six “days”. We know from Genesis 1:3 that God worked to form 

what was formless and to fill what was empty. The first day, at the sound of the voice of God, light 

separated from darkness. He called the light “day” and the darkness “night”. God brought light to His 

Creation. Light brings revelation, the ability to know and be known. Light takes over darkness.   

The second day creation included another act of separation, as God increasingly brought order out of 

the formless. God separated the water below from the water above to form earth’s atmosphere, a 

“vault” or canopy above the earth. He stretched out the sky, the domain of space so vast that it reaches 

the remain of the unknown. The sky above reminds us of how small we are before our great God. Psalm 

108:4 declares “For Great is your love, higher than the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the skies.”  



The third day brings a setting of boundaries between the waters under the sky to form the seas, rivers, 

lakes, and oceans. Dry land appeared creating an environment ready for vegetation. From this point 

forward signs of life would emerge. That same day, from the soil sprung seed-bearing plants capable of 

reproduction of colorful flowers, ripe fruits, and vegetables.  As in the third day, the new Heavens and 

the new earth will yield fruits created by God. Revelation 22:1-2 Says that “the angel showed me the 

river of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb. Through the middle of the 

street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its 

fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.”  

The fourth day signifies a transition. God now filled the heavens and earth he had formed with life, 

moving creatures and the cadence of time. This day God fastens the lights in the sky, the sun and moon, 

to mark the season, days, and years. These, save when God deemed it necessary, have risen and fallen 

on cue for the entirety of creation showing the ever-present power and might of our creator. Unlike the 

current heavens and earth. Revelation teaches us that one day the moon and sun will no longer have 

need to shine. On that day the glory of the Lord gives light. Imagine no more night. Always light because 

of the ever-present God among his people. 

The fifth day God fills the waters and sky with life. For the first time since verse 1, Scripture employs the 

term “created”, bara. We are not told how, but God formed creatures suited to every environment from 

the depths of the oceans to the skies above. We see the awe-inspiring magnitude of our creator when 

we look how each and every creature can live in their given location. Creativity and sustainability put on 

display for all to see.  

Each day God saw his work and pronounced it “good”. On this particular day God created sentient life 

cable of feeling and perceiving. At this the “blessed” them saying “be fruitful and multiply and fill the 

waters in the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth.” God blessed them to continue making life. 

The giver of life deems it good that life multiply further.  

One the sixth day of creation, God filled the land. He brought forth living creatures on the land and 

brought forth the pinnacle of his creation Man. We will deal with this creation more in our next reading. 

At the end of his creating of the land creatures we see yet again that it is good.  

Seven times throughout the creation account, God declares his creation “good”. Creation is not good 

only because it is practically useful to us. Creation is good because God made it and declared it good in 

and of itself. The goodness of creation reveals God’s nature. He alone is fully good and, therefore, can 

create only what is good. Even after the Fall and subsequent pervasion of sin, God upholds the value of 

creation. In Genesis 9, after the flood, God established a covenant with Noah, Noah’s descendants, 

every living creature and even the earth itself. Similarly, in Romans 8, God expresses the value of 

creation when he includes all of creation good as well.  

With this we should be thankful for God’s creation and give him the praise for it. As believers we should 

delight in what has been created. This means that we should also demonstrate responsibility toward 

creation. No one should love God’s creation more than those whom he has saved.  

 

 



Questions for Genesis 1-2 
 

1. Have you had the chance to share the Gospel or invite someone to church this week? 

 

2. What do these verses reveal about God and creation? 

 

 

 

3. How does this passage point us toward Christ? 

 

 

 

4. What phrases do you see repeated in Genesis 1-2? 

 

 

 

5. What did God create on the first through the third days? 

 

 

 

6. How did God fill the earth on the fourth through Sixth days? 

 

 

 

7. What conclusions do you make from the repeated phrase “and God saw that it was good”? 

 

 

 

8. What makes it hard to believe (for you or for culture) that creation was created in the way it was 

in scripture?  

 



 

9. How does creation in Genesis 1-2 compare with New Heavens and new Earth from Revelation 

21-22? What are some things that stand out from both passages?  

 

 

 

10. What are some other passages you can think of that present the glory of creation? 

 

 

 

11. What is one thing from this passage that stood out or you had never noticed before reading this 

week? 

 


