
NCCSG Week 3   The Fall of Mankind   Genesis 3  
 

Something we can all agree on is that there is something wrong with humanity and the world. Why do I 

never measure up? Why do I experience grief and loss? Why is there murder, sexual exploitation, racism, 

and terrorism in the world? The list could go on and on. Yet, culture still boasts about how humanity is 

still basically good. An honest look at myself and the world around me tells me otherwise. Genesis 3 

unveils humanities problem—sin.  

As Genesis 1-2 conclude we see God’s joyful declaration that all He had created was “very good.” Adam 

and Eve enjoyed unhindered fellowship with God in a beautiful, sustained paradise. Creation fulfilled 

God’s intended purpose, authority, and blessing. But this time (verse and chapter wise) is short lived. By 

the time chapter 3 concludes we see sin, death, and exile—separation between humanity and God. 

While bad news, yes, hope is not lost. Nothing hinders the sovereign plan of God.  

As chapter 3 begins we are introduced to the “serpent” who is a craft wild animal who engages Eve in 

conversation. This serpent is identified as Satan in later narrative in scripture. Satan, as the serpent, does 

everything he can to cast doubt on God, his real enemy. The serpent deceived Eve with twisted truth. He 

leads her to question God who designed and gave her life and purpose. As a master of deception, most 

of Satan’s lies contain enough truth to hook us. Satan openly accused God of withholding good things 

from His children. Satan’s intent was deception to bring about disobedience to God. 

Satan knew God had not prohibited Adam and Eve from all the trees in the garden yet he cleverly 

disguises the lie as a question. “Did God really say, ‘You must not east from any tree in the garden?’” Eve 

added to God’s loving restriction in verse 3 to say that God would not let them even touch the fruit from 

the tree in the middle of the garden.  

In verse 4-5, the serpent called God a liar, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it 

your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” He accused God denying 

them the ability to be like Him by knowing good and evil. The serpent pretended he cared more than 

God did about their welfare and personal fulfillment.  

Eve’s temptation teaches us important lessons. Eve knew God personally as her Creator, the One who 

walked with her in the garden. Surely Eve did not stop loving God, but she let Satan cast enough doubt 

on what she knew that her view and understanding of God shifted and became distorted. Temptation 

itself is not sin. The devil asked Jesus similar questions when he tempted Him in the wilderness 

(Matthew 4:8-10).  Jesus stood firm on what was true about His Father. He did not yield to the full force 

of Satan’s temptation. While the Bible warns us about temptation, it also promises the Holy Spirit’s 

power to overcome sin.  

Satan’s ploys have not changed Since Eve and the garden. He constantly asks us the same questions. “Is 

God really good?”, “Will he really provide?”, “Is God holding out on you, giving you less than you 

deserve?”. Temptation to sin escalates when our view of God shifts.  

Eve should have rejected Satan’s words and turned to God and Adam for help. Instead Eve listened to the 

serpent, looked at the fruit and its “good for food”, and “Pleasing to the eye”. She then chose to ignore 

the goodness of God, believing the lies of Satan, then taking and eating of the fruit. Finally she shared 



the fruit with her husband. Adam and Eve devalued their relationship with God, then disobeyed His 

word. They understood God’s word and yet chose to sin. Sin involves choosing temporary, counterfeit 

pleasure instead of the lasting reality offered by God. 

There are consequences for our sin. As sin entered the world it immediately destroyed the original peace 

and harmony of God’s creation, setting forth a devastating chain reaction. Adam and Eve heard the Lord 

God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, so they hid. The face-to-face, communion with God that 

they had enjoyed was now shattered. They foolishly tried to hide from the God who sees all and knows 

all. Even as they hid, God asked Adam a question, “Where are you?” God does not abandon us in our 

fallen state.  

God offers Adam an opportunity to confess and repent in verse 11. They answered God’s questions with 

blame failing to take responsibility. Adam blamed Eve and God, who gave her to him. Eve blames the 

serpent, who deceived her. Neither takes responsibility for their wrong. Rather than owning what they 

had done, they justified themselves and shifted blame. Sin destroys a proper sense of self and others, 

and it elevates self-righteousness, self-promotion, and self-protection. 

 God passes judgement in 3:14-15. God cursed the serpent for deceiving Eve. God foretells the seed of 

the serpent will harm the seed of the woman. The woman’s seed- the promised redeemer- will crush the 

head, life, and power of the serpent. This promise in verse 15 is known as the protoevangelium, or the 

first gospel.  

Because of sin, Eve would suffer great pain in childbirth. God also said Eve would desire control over her 

husband, but he would rule over her. Their relationship would be damaged. Adam was told that work 

would involve pain and struggle. Finally, they were removed from the Garden, thus from the presence of 

God.  

But God offers hope despite their sin. Not only do we have the promised one to come but God offers up 

the first sacrifice for the “covering” of their sin. God clothes dam and eve with animal skins. God’s 

provision assumes the first recorded physical death to provide a covering for Adam and Eve. They wore 

symbolic reminders that sin caused physical death and the death of right relationships with God and 

other creatures. God’s requirement of a blood sacrifice reveals both the sacredness of life and the 

costliness of sin.  

Sin never gets the final word. God has the final word. This chapter ends with, and the Bible expands on 

the story of God’s love, grace, mercy and hope overcoming sin. Sin offends God, destroys all and is 

inescapable without a Savior. Only Jesus can restore what sin cost and lost. 

 

 

 

 

 



QUESTIONS 
1. Have you shared the Gospel this week or engaged in spiritual conversation? 

 

 

 

2. What do you notice about the conversation between the serpent and Eve? How does it differ 

between the original command of God? (See Genesis 2:15-17) 

 

 

3. In what ways do these subtle changes to God’s word reflect a distorted picture of God’s 

character in Genesis 3:1-5? How do temptation cause people question God’s character? 

 

 

4. How does sin break down relationships, both vertically between God and humanity, and 

horizontally between Adam and Eve? How did Adam and Eve rationalize or justify their sin? 

 

 

5. What is God’s response to Adam and Eve’s sin? 

 

 

6. Describe the punishments for each of parties involved in the first sin. 

 

 

7. What promise did God make in the midst of their punishment? What is the significance of this 

promise? (See Isaiah 25:6-12; 53:4-5; Romans 16:19-20; 2 Peter 3:9) 

 

 

8. What actions did God take after passing judgement upon Adam and Eve? (20-24) How do they 

speak to God’s character? 

 

 



9. What is one thing that stood out to you this week as you read Genesis chapter 3? 

 


