
NCC Small Group   Week 4   Genesis 5-9:18 
 

Chapters 4-5 bring about the blessing of “be fruitful and multiply” from Genesis 1-2. Humanity is multiplying over the 

face of the earth and yet sin is still ever present. We see this in the story of Cain and Able (Gen 4). Cain failed to rule over 

his sin and thus kills Able. His punishment is found at the end of chapter four along with a promise from God that no one 

would kill Cain for consequence of death from the Lord himself.  

We see hope in the midst of a sinful world when the author tells us “at that time people became to call upon the name 

of the LORD” (4:26). This can be seen through the genealogy found in chapter 5. Enoch walked with God and then on day 

God simply took him. As the genealogy comes to a close, we see that Lamech father's Noah and says “out of the ground 

that the Lord has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of our hands.” Noah stands 

out from the beginning.  Genesis 5 simultaneously records the thread of faith and the reality of death in the generations 

from Adam to Noah.  

In genesis 6 the glaring disparity between the minority of people who honored God and the majority who rejected him 

escalates. Human wickedness multiplied along with the earth's population. The rise of evil not only impacted people but 

grieved God. 

The first part of chapter 6 is very interesting. These strange and mysterious verses raise questions. The entire Bible is 

equally true, but not equally clear. Various theories attempt to explain the sons of God, daughters of humans and the 

Nephilim. No explanation completely resolves all the questions or issues that are raised. For more information about this 

particular story, I will share some links below. 

We really want to focus on verse five and following. God's grief over the multiplication of evil among humanity reveals 

his complete separation from sin. Sin infected every human born after Adam. The rest of mankind so yielded to sin that 

“every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time” (6:5). When God acts in judgment, he 

does not violate his heart of compassion and love for mankind. This passage offers a unique look at our great God, who 

“regretted that he had made human beings on earth and his heart was deeply troubled”(6:6). 

This does not mean that God was having second thoughts or changed his mind. Numbers 23:19 tells us that “God is not 

human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he should change his mind.” God had been patient and kind and 

extended grace to humanity. only when every human being was overtaken by evil, and wickedness did his full judgment 

fall. But God shines light into the darkness. 

As God announced his intention to break the corruption and violence on earth, a beam of light breaks through. “But 

Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord” (6:8). Noah was not perfect or sinless, but faithful. Noah was declared a 

righteous man by God, not by his own merit, but because of God's grace. Noah was found to be blameless among the 

people in his time. Noah walked faithfully with God. God was going to use Noah as a type of Redeemer for all of 

mankind. He was going to use Noah in an astounding way. 

God gave Noah detailed instructions for the design of the ark. He described the materials and the measurements needed 

to accomplish everything. Noah in faith did exactly as God commanded. Second Peter 2:5 calls Noah a “preacher of 

righteousness.” Noah's daily work and words gave witness to his faith in God and a warning of his impeding destruction. 

God did not hide his intentions from Noah. Chapter 6 verse 13 says “and God said to Noah, ‘I have determined to make 

an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth.’”.  

God demonstrates his love for Noah as he promised a covenant with him and safe deliverance of his family in the ark. 

God instructed Noah to bring into the ark two of every living creature and food for the people and animals. God's plan to 

save Noah and his family, and all of humanity through Noah, demonstrates God's faithful provision and Noah's obedient 

cooperation. “Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.” 



The flood stands as a monumental event in human history, given more words in scripture than creation or the fall. 

Chapter 7 highlights this story. The Lord himself shuts the door of the ark, sealing Noah and his family in safety. This was 

judgement for all those left outside. For 40 days and 40 nights God unleashed an incredible amount of water. All 

creation, including plants and animals suffered the tragic effects of man's original and escalating sin. Verse 23 records 

that God “blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and 

birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in the 

ark.” 

God's judgement rained down on humanity and yet God did not forget his promise. “But God remembered Noah and all 

the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters 

subsided.” (8:1) the statement” God remembered” emphasizes the faithfulness and everlasting care of God. God took 

action to fulfill his promise to Noah. 

God preserved a remnant of his image bearing people and the animals. After months of safety in the ark, Noah and his 

family came out, followed by God's creatures, one after another. God had delivered them safely and blessed them 

greatly. Noah had shown God-given faith that produced dependence on God and obedience. 

Noah's first act out of the ark was that of worship. Noah built an altar that declared that the earth and everything in it 

belonged to the Lord. Noah offered the first recorded offering since Cain and Abel. He sacrificed some of the clean 

animals and clean birds from the ark as burnt offerings. Noah did not express his worship in a convenient or self-

determined way but followed God's prescribed plan. God had instructed Noah to gather both “clean” and “unclean” 

animals to enter the ark, with more clean animals than the single pairs of other species (7:2-3).  

The necessity of substitutionary blood sacrifice foreshadows the ultimate sacrifice of Christ Jesus on the cross. The 

pleasing aroma of Noah's sacrifice is reflected in greater example in Christ. Ephesians 5:2 Presents Christ as a “fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God.” Here in genesis chapter 8, we see God's common grace on display. The flood warns of 

God's just judgement which is required because God cannot overlook the offense of sin. Although all people deserve 

judgment, we live and breathe because of God's love, grace, mercy, and faithfulness to keep his promises. 

Following the judgment of the flood, God blessed humanity with five commands. First, he told Noah and his family to be 

fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. Two times he repeated this command to them emphasizing his priority and plan 

for marriage, family, and society. Second, they were to rule over the animal world. The relationship between animals and 

humanity had been broken in the fall and moving forward this would be a difficult command but nonetheless we were 

commanded to rule over them. Third God gives humanity permission to eat meat. Animals now are a source of food. 

Even though man was allowed to eat animals, man was to refrain from eating blood. In scripture blood represents life, 

the gift of God and requires proper respect. Lastly God institutes capital punishment. God upheld the sacredness of 

human life made in his image. God declared justice against murder by establishing human government when he 

announced “by humans shall their blood be shed.” 

God's covenant here in Chapter 9 it's made with all creation. God will never again destroy the earth and all life with a 

flood. This unconditional covenant does not depend on people's obedience for the fulfillment. God will fulfill the 

covenant because he is faithful to his word. As a symbol of his covenant to future generations God says “I have set my 

bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. when I bring clouds over the earth 

and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of 

all flesh… This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” (Gen 

9:13-17).  

We can think of this bow as the warrior laying down his weapon of destruction. God had used the flood to an act 

judgment upon all creation. Now he is resting his bow until the final judgment. God patiently offers grace and mercy until 

his final day of judgement comes. On that day, his judgment will fall on those who have lived in opposition to him and his 

commands. We know ultimately that only through faith in Christ Jesus can we stand justified before God. We rest on the 

work of Christ rather than our own. 



Questions 
1. Have you shared the Gospel or had a spiritual conversation this week? Have you invited anyone to church this 

week? 

 

 

2. What stands out to you about Enoch? (See Hebrews 11:5-6 and Jude 1:14-15)  

 

 

 

3. Read Genesis 6: Describe the world at the time. What is God’s response? What does this say about God’s 

Character? 

 

 

 

4. How did Noah find favor in the eyes of the Lord? (Refer to Hebrews 11:7 as well) What was Noah’s response to 

God’s command in 6:13-21?  

 

 

 

5. Read Genesis 6:11-8:19; What are two or three details from these verse about the flood and Noah’s 

experience that stand out to you as significant. Why do these things stand out? 

 

 

 

 

6. Recognizing that the day is coming when the world and all that are in it will once again fall under God’s 

judgement, what can we learn from this story about; 

 

a. The nature of God’s final judgement→  

b. Who and what will be destroyed by that judgement. →  

c. Who will be persevered in it? →  

d. What can we expect after judgement? →  

 

 

 



 

7. Read Genesis 8:15-22; What instructions and promises did God give? What was Noah’s response to these 

promises? 

 

 

 

 

8. Read 9:1-7; What commands did God give to Noah? How do these compare with His commands in Eden? 

(Genesis 1:28-30) 

 

 

 

 

 

9. What are the details of God’s covenant with Noah and his descendants, including us? What is the sign of the 

covenant and what does it signify?  

 

 

 

 

10. What is one take-away from this week’s passage that stood out to you? 


