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CPC Friendship Class Meets Ministry Needs
 by Lynn Norfleet

Ministries for adults with special needs are especially difficult to find. Just 
ask Tal and Heidi Kaufmann, who stepped into leadership roles with CPC’s 
Friendship Ministry in September 2021. The Kaufmanns had been attending 

Friendship activities since 2012 with their son, Ben, who has autism. 
 

“We actually found the Friendship group online while we were still living 
in California,” Heidi explained. “When we came here, we found that CPC 
offered Ben and us a way to be able to attend church with the sometimes 

challenging issues that Ben has, and we were hooked!”
She continued, “There are a lot of families like us who want to connect with a 
church but often cannot. The fact that this ministry has been operating at CPC 

for 40 years is just amazing!”
 

A typical Thursday night Friendship class opens with a time of announce-
ments and birthday celebrations, followed by singing and a brief message 

from one of CPC’s pastors. “We then break into small groups where we 
discuss the lesson and share news and prayer requests,” Heidi noted. “We 

try to meet each student’s needs as best we can. There’s a saying in the 
disability community: “always assume competence,” and it really holds true. 

Coming up with an idea for a ministry 
event that would allow women to connect 
and grow without committing to a weeks-
long study turned out to be, well, as easy 
as pie. Throughout 2022, Women’s Minis-
try hosted six “Podcast & Pie” sessions, in 
which women listened to a podcast on a 
theological topic and then came together 
to discuss it over pie and coffee.

While some Podcast & Pie nights have 
been designed specifically for moms with 
young children, most are developed for 
women of all ages and stages of life. Top-
ics have ranged from God’s sovereignty, 
to embracing limits, to the importance of 
community in reaching neighbors.

“Our goal of reaching women not other-
wise able to attend a women’s ministry 
event throughout the year is happening,” 
said Allie Vining, Women’s Ministry 
Co-Coordinator. “Women are loving the 
opportunity to meet women they might 
not normally cross paths with, and I think 
everyone is enjoying the topics. It’s been 
so fun to gather together, eat pie, and talk 
about how our faith plays out in our real 
lives.”   



The gospel is delivered to Friendship students visually, verbally, and 
through coloring pages and word puzzles - whatever works. Students 
also love special events, including Bingo, Karaoke nights, ice cream or 
pizza parties, cookouts, and their annual Thanksgiving banquet and 
Birthday Party for Jesus. “This month, we will have our first ever Chris-
tian music video night,” Heidi said.
 
In addition to Thursday nights, the Friendship Ministry also includes a 
weekly Sunday School class, taught by Ruth Ellen Jones, which meets 
during the 9:00am service. For both of these regular offerings, CPC 
receives a lot of positive feedback from both students and their families. 
“Students are always excited to come,” Heidi related. “They love to 
spend time with their friends in an atmosphere where they know they’re 
loved and accepted, and their faith is reflected in their prayers and 
genuine love and concern for one another.”

One of the newest faces among CPC staff, 
Katie Tracy’s job description is developing 
along with the renovations at The Commons. 
As Commons Coordinator, Katie is meeting 
with ministry leaders and attending events to 
see how the space is currently being used; and 
working with the building team to discuss how 
the building will best serve church members 
and the community.

Once renovations are completed, Katie will 
coordinate and train volunteers for various 
roles and look for additional ways to create 
connections through ongoing programs. “I 
have always loved working with people and 
organizing events, and am excited to be doing 
it in this amazing space,” she related.

Katie and her husband, Adam, have been a 
part of CPC for eight years, including Lifelines, 
Bible studies, discipleship groups, and VBS. 
Their three children Isaac, 13, Daniel, 11, and 
Audrey, 6, have especially enjoyed being 
involved in Children’s and Next Generation 
ministries. “While the youth ministries drew us 
here, we now see the breadth and effective-
ness of ministries to all ages and feel blessed 
to be a part of this church family,” she added.      
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