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Today in the dental lab, Jessica is taking twenty minutes 
to repair some denture par�als for a pa�ent.  As Myra 
waits, reclined and comfortable in the dental chair, she is 
happy to tell the story of God’s work in her life, via a 
translator.

Myra has had stomach issues since she was a child, 
growing up in Guatamala.  She remembers missionaries 
visi�ng and she asked God to make it possible to some-
day go to the USA and get care.  She le� it in God’s 
hands and years later, she ended up in Oklahoma.  An 
office that connected people with medical problems to 

God Moved Myra 
From Guatamala 
to Oklahoma for 
Healthcare

Alcohol, drugs, domestic disturbances, abuse, and 
being cared for at times with known pedophiles 
characterized the home life Janice* desperately 
wanted to escape.  Sadly, she says, “as a child I don’t 
remember feeling loved or safe and I had no idea 
who I was.”  

Her parents divorced.  Later, her mom committed 
suicide.  So when a young man named Jordan* with a 
questionable past and disdain for religion was intro-
duced to Janice, she 
quickly dove into a 
relationship, desperate 
to feel loved.  

Moving to a new state, 
Janice was able to 
detach from the 
dysfunction she grew 
up with and became 
enmeshed in �nding a 
new identity.  The 
relationship eventually 
became viewed as common law marriage, and it was 
not a happy one.  Though a beautiful baby boy came, 
old habits and bad behaviors abounded.  After sepa-
rating, people began using the word “abusive” to 
describe the relationship which opened Janice’s eyes.

Legal issues, custody battles, and protective orders 
began.  In the pain, Janice started going to Celebrate 
Recovery (CR) and remembers it well.  “I burst into 
tears and sat in the back…I would cry through the 
messages that talked about taking ownership of your 
actions and could hardly make it through small 
group.  I was consumed by shame and guilt...I was 
desperate for hope in a situation that felt hopeless.”

The court process was slow and harsh.  Janice asked 
her brother, “why is this happening to me?”  He didn’t 
have an answer, but he did show her Jesus.  “He 
shared Jesus would bear my burden, walk by my side, 
and be with me in the darkness.  He told me Jesus 
loved me enough to die for me.”  It was then, Janice 
gave her life to God, recalling, “I had �nally come to 
the end of myself.”  

Janice says, “my circumstances didn’t change with my 
new-found faith, but my heart did…God didn’t waste 
an ounce of the pain.  He surrounded me with friends 
and CR.”  Janice began to take ownership of her 
mistakes and learned to set boundaries.  After 7 long 
months, she regained joint custody of her son and 
now looked to God for help navigating everything yet 
to come.  

Today, Janice has a story of triumph.  “By God’s grace 
and His glory, I am free from the shame of my past.  I 
am not a victim, I am a victor.  I am not perfect, but I 
have a safe place to sit in my struggles, and not be 
okay.  I couldn’t �x my life with a few CR meetings and 
one step study.  It had taken me 27 years to establish 
bad habits and get myself into my mess and it would 
take real work to undo habits, heal  hurts, and reveal 
my hang ups.  I had to learn �rst, who my Savior was 
and how much He loved me.  Then I got the chance to 
choose to do the hard stu�.  I couldn’t ignore my 
problems and hope they would get better on their 
own.  I get to live life one step at a time alongside a 
community of believers at CR who accept me as I am.”

CR meets every Monday night, 6:30pm, at HHBC.  
All are welcome to attend.

“My circum-
stances didn’t 
change with my 
new-found 
faith, but my 
heart did.”

CR: Janice’s Life From Torn to Triumph

Carmen, pictured 
with volunteer 
dental hygienist 
Susan Andrews, 
who prays for 
patients at each 
appointment.  
See story page 3.
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“The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon Me, 

because He 
anointed Me to 

preach the 
gospel to the 
poor.  He has 

sent Me to 
proclaim 

release to the 
captives, and 

recovery of 
sight to the 

blind, to set free 
those who are 
oppressed, to 
proclaim the 

favorable year of 
the Lord.”  

Luke 4:18-19

The Gift of Having a Medical Home

A Grateful Heart
Moved to Tears

Medical & Dental 
Volunteer 
Providers needed 
in our newly 
expanded facilities.  
Even a few hours a 
month can make 
big impact for the 
uninsured.  Call 
340-7400 
for volunteer 
information.

free clinics told her about MOJ.  That 
was 11 years ago.  In �me, she has 
moved, choosing where to live based 
on closer proximity to MOJ; the clinic is 
that important to her!

Myra has worked at a restaurant, 
cleaning the kitchen and bussing tables 
for six years.  She is not afraid to work 
hard, but the job just doesn’t provide 
insurance.  Occasionally Myra will 
become discouraged. That’s when she 
pulls out her wheels of health complet-
ed in her annual intake and finds 
mo�va�on and encouragement,

seeing how far she’s come.

As the dental par�als are ready to be fi�ed, 
Myra concludes by saying, “I tell other 
people that need help about MOJ.  I pray for 
this ministry and I thank God for the people 
that donate so I can be a pa�ent here and 
have good healthcare.  It is such a blessing.  
I am thankful how much God has helped me 
through MOJ.”

Left:  Myra getting �tted with partials by 
Dental Director, Jessica Rust.  Myra’s smile 
was back to big and beautiful on her way 
out!

Carmen sits down with wide eyes, eager to share how God 
has used MOJ to impact her life.  Four years ago she was 
attending the HHBC Spanish church on campus and heard 
about Ministries of Jesus.  Without insurance and no medical
home, she was in need of a health check-up and was having 
issues with one of her knees.  Overall she felt she was a 
healthy person, but she wanted the peace of mind an annual 
physical brings.  The knee does need surgery but Carmen 
prefers to wait until COVID dies down.   The sta� have 
assured her that when she is ready, they will help get the 
surgery arranged.

For oral care, Carmen had previously had some dental work 
done but it was very expensive on her limited budget.  When 
she came to MOJ, she was relieved to learn there is a charitable 
dental clinic in the same building.  Today, she received new 
partials and gets her teeth cleaned every 6 months; more of that 
regular care that gives her peace.

Carmen is most overwhelmed by the care and love that comes with 
the services at MOJ.  “You can tell they want to help and they listen 
to you.  They treat you like a valued human being, not a number or 
just another appointment to get through, like you feel at other 
clinics.  Really, the woman that just cleaned my teeth prayed for 
me and for my family and that shows me they truly care.”

When asked what she would say to a donor who has helped 
make the all around care she receives at MOJ possible by 
giving, happy tears begin to well up in her eyes.  She says, 
“I am so grateful.  It is good to be reminded that people 
give to make this happen.  Their donations give me a 
healthier life.  I am so thankful from the bottom of my 
heart.”

Getting to MOJ has been a road of frustration and 
challenges for Karen.  Her husband had passed away 
and while visiting HHBC she heard about MOJ one 
Sunday morning several years ago.  Prior to that, she 
says, “I was one of those people that fell through the 
cracks.  I made too much to qualify for Medicaid and I 
couldn’t a�ord insurance.”  She tried government 
insurance but described it as “awful and expensive.”  
The whole experience of trying to get help left her 

frazzled and in tears.  

Becoming a patient at 
MOJ, she turned a corner 
and put all that behind 
her.  First, she saw a 
counselor for grief and 
was able to walk through 
that time �nding help 
with emotional healing.  
Physically, Karen had 
challenges with extreme 
arthritis in her hands.  
She was working in home 

health and it was becoming increasingly di�cult due 
to the pain.  Her hands were only good for a few hours 
a day without pain and so her work began to su�er, as 
did income.  

Now, she has the care and medication she needs to 
manage the degenerative issues in her hands, as well 
as her knee.  With a smile, she says, “now I feel good 
enough and I’m in the process of �nding another job.  

I want to be a substitute teacher at an elementary school; 
something much easier on my hands but will still bring 
much joy.”  

Karen recalls a time shortly after COVID began when she 
was having some kind of reaction causing her eyes to 
swell and claimed she looked terrible.  She remembers 
wondering what she would have done if she had not 
found MOJ.  In that moment, she was grateful all over 
again MOJ was her new medical home and she knew 
they would help.  

As for dental, at another location Karen has paid $800 
dollars out of pocket for a crown which was crazy expen-
sive on limited income.  Additionally, she had been to a 
free dental event where they pulled two of her good 
teeth which added to the frustration.  Today, she leaves 
MOJ after her dental appointment, thankful she can trust 
the clinic here.  

Without MOJ, Karen is quick to say, “I would have let my 
teeth go and lost more of them.  I would have grown 
depressed.  I would have been going places and paying 
out of pocket and not getting real help or improving.”  
Her smile is huge but her lip begins to quiver slightly as 
she grabs a Kleenex and dobs her eyes.  “To those who 
give, you’ve changed my life.  Thank you.  To see the love 
and kindness of the people here and be the recipient of 
such care is a blessing.”

Left:  Karen, now working towards a new job and healthi-
er future after getting help from MOJ medical and dental.


