
Ash Wednesday 

 February 22, 2023 

 

PRELUDE      “Lead Me, Lord”                         Barb West 

 

WELCOME      Rev. Rebecca Sommons 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP       Rev. Jordon (Skip) Dickinson  

“O Lord, Support Us” 

O Lord, support us all the day long, 

Until the shadows lengthen, and the evening comes 

And the busy world is hushed 

And the fever of life is over 

And our work is done. 

Then, Lord, in your mercy grant us a safe lodging, 

And a holy rest, and peace at the last; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

~ attributed to John Henry Newmann 

 

HYMN  “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  (#628, blue) 
 

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 

Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light; 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 

When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near, 

When my life is almost gone, 

Hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall; 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
 

When the darkness appears and the night draws near, 

And the day is past and gone, 

At the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand; 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home 
 

Words and Music by Thomas A. Dorsey, 1932 | Public Domain 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION                Craig Keith 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

 And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

Amen 
 

PSALM 139:1-4, 16-18, 23-24       Ken Taylor           

Please join in reading the bold lines. 
 

Lord, you know everything there is to know about me. 

You perceive every movement of my heart and soul, 

You understand my every thought before it even enters my mind. 

You are so intimately aware of me, Lord. 

You read my heart like an open book. 

And you know all the words I’m about to speak 

before I even start a sentence! 

You know every step I will take before my journey even begins. 

You saw who you created me to be before I became me! 

Before I’d ever seen the light of day, the number of days 

you planned for me were already recorded in your book. 

How precious and wonderful to consider that you cherish me 

constantly in you every thought! 

God, I invite your searching gaze into my heart. 

Examine me through and through; 

find out everything that may be hidden within me. 

Put me to the test and sift through all my anxious cares. 

See if there is any path of pain I’m walking on, 

and lead me back to your glorious, everlasting ways 

-the path that brings me back to you.” 

 

(The Passion Translation) 



HYMN  “All the Way My Savior Leads Me” (#559, Blue) 
 

All the way my Savior leads me; what have I to ask beside? 

Can I doubt his tender mercy, who through life has been my Guide? 

Heavenly peace, divinest comfort, here by faith in him to dwell! 

For I know whate’er befall me, Jesus doeth all things well 

For I know whate’er befall me, Jesus doeth all things well 
 

All the way my Savior leads me, cheers each winding path I tread, 

Gives me grace for every trial, feeds me with the living bread 

Though my weary steps may falter, and my soul a-thirst may be 

Gushing from the Rock before me, Lo! A spring of joy I see 

Gushing from the rock before me, Lo! A spring of joy I see 
 

All the way my Savior leads me; oh the fullness of his love! 

Perfect rest to me is promised in my Father’s house above 

When my spirit, clothed immortal, wings its flight to realms of day 

This my song through endless ages: Jesus led me all the way 

This my song through endless ages: Jesus led me all the way 
 

Words ~ Fanny Crosby, Music ~ Robert Lowry, 1875 | Public Domain 

 

SCRIPTURE     Jeremiah 23:1-6 (NIV)     Rev. Dr. Theresa Taylor 

“Woe to the shepherds  

who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!”  

declares the Lord.  
2 Therefore this is what the Lord, the God of Israel,  

says to the shepherds who tend my people:  

“Because you have scattered my flock  

and driven them away  

and have not bestowed care on them, 

 I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done,”  

declares the Lord.  
3 “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock  

out of all the countries where I have driven them  

and will bring them back to their pasture,  

where they will be fruitful and increase in number.  
4 I will place shepherds over them who will tend them,  

and they will no longer be afraid or terrified,  

nor will any be missing,”  

declares the Lord. 
 

(continued on the next page) 

5 “The days are coming,”  

declares the Lord, 

    “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 

a King who will reign wisely 

    and do what is just and right in the land. 
6 In his days Judah will be saved 

    and Israel will live in safety. 

This is the name by which he will be called: 

    The Lord Our Righteous Savior. 
 

HOMILY “Shepherd of Our Hearts”  Rev. Rebecca Sommons 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Have mercy on us, O God,  

according to your steadfast love. 

May your grace cover us,  

washing us from our sin 

 and brokenness. 

Help us to see the ways we have departed  

from your holy intention for our lives, 

 in our thinking, our attitudes,  

our actions, and our complacency. 

 

Time for Silent Prayer 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

If we confess our sins, 

 he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 

and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Lord, renew us through your Holy Spirit,  

giving us the strength to live in the fullness  

of all you have planned for us. 

Restore to us the joy of living  

in the freedom of your salvation. 

We claim the promise of no condemnation,  

because we are in Christ. 

May our lives reflect our gratitude  

and bring you glory.   

Amen. 



 

 

 

CHORAL SONG      “Speak to Me in Ashes” 

 

RITUAL OF THE ASHES   Minister Jane LoBrutto 

 

We place ashes on our foreheads to remember  

that from dust we came and to dust we will return. 

The blackness of the ash signifies the grief of living in this world 

where things are not as God intended them to be, including our hearts. 

Life is messy, but Jesus steps into the mess and offers us his cleansing, 

his forgiveness, his grace and mercy, his hope, and energy  

for following him into new places and creating with him. 

This Lent, we can choose to empty ourselves  

in the way the Holy Spirit invites us 

in anticipation of receiving his fullness. 

May we rest in the confidence that  

Christ always leads us home  

both here on earth  

and to our heavenly home one day. 

 

BENEDICTION              Linell Pike 
 

 

Almighty God, 

Unto whom all hearts are open, 

All desires known, 

And from whom no secrets are hid, 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

By the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

That we may perfectly love you, 

And worthily magnify your holy Name. 
 

~ Gregorian Sacramentary (6th century) 

 

POSTLUDE                      “Take Time to Be Holy”            Barb West 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


