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   A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR REBECCA  

    

Dear Church Family, 

We are getting another dusting of snow as I write this letter.  Snow is lovely all on its own as it coats the 

trees and settles over the resting earth.  Yet, I have noticed another level of beauty as photographers 

Brian and Lara Lotze have shared their closeups of individual snowflakes.  Brain and Lara live in Alaska, 

and they take inspiration from its arctic wonders.   

                                                                                       Lotze Art and Design 
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If you look closely, you can see a colorful flower at the center of this snowflake.  It reminds me that the 

snows of winter prepare the earth for the glorious beauty of spring, according to God ~ the Master 

Gardener’s design.  Perhaps you feel like you are in a waiting time of less activity.  This doesn’t mean 

that God is any less present, or that you are any less beautiful in God’s eyes.  There is beauty and joy to 

be found in each day, and in each of us, because of God’s loving design.  Keep looking for it.  And when 

you find it ~ respond by giving thanks and sharing it.  

 

… “Praise the Lord! How good it is to sing his praises! How delightful, and how right! 

He sends the snow in all its lovely whiteness, scatters the frost upon the ground.” 

Psalm 147:1, 16 (TLB) 

 

With joy and hope, 

Pastor Rebecca  

 

 

 
DIACONATE 

 

The Diaconate met on Tuesday January 17th, 2003.  

The Fellowship Fund currently stands at a total of $1645.83. 

 

The church’s annual meeting will be on Sunday, February 5th and the Deaconate will be hosting the 

luncheon immediately following the morning service. The menu will be three kinds of soup, bread, fruit, 

cookies and brownies. Accommodations are being made for vegetarians and for those who are gluten 

intolerant. 

The business meeting will be called to order following the luncheon. 

 

The Diaconate will next meet on February 7th, 2023 to begin planning the schedule and activities for Lent 

and the Holy Week. 

Martha Thompson, Secretary 

 

 

 

 
 

INTERFAITH COUNCIL of the NORTHSHIRE 

 

Members of our congregation participated in the Martin Luther King worship service held on January 

16th, 2023 at the Dorset church. Pastor Rebecca took the offering and many read quotes from Martin 

Luther King, Jr. throughout the service.  

 

Passover is celebrated by our Jewish brothers and sisters on April 5th, 2003. The Israel congregation of 

Manchester is planning to invite the community to a seder to celebrate Passover. The date and further 

information will be announced. 

 

 The Interfaith Holiday Project helped make Christmas for 86 families this year and an even larger 

number were assisted by the community food shelf. 

~Martha Thompson 

 

 



 

 

MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

 

Thank you to each one of you who have given to the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering in 

January.  You have been such a thoughtful church in the way you keep in touch with former ministers 

and hold them in prayer.  I also appreciate you keeping our former missionary, Jeni Pedzinski, in prayer 

as she spends time with her father, Tim and the rest of her family in Michigan in the wake of his recent 

stroke.  It is a wonderful expression of God’s love to remember people.   

We are looking forward to hearing from Ken and Theresa Taylor for this month’s Mission Moment on 

February 12th.  If you would like to get a head start in learning about their ministry, you can check out 

their website https://www.seektheson.org/  One of the things they would like to do is improve the way 

the website works, and they are praying about connecting with someone who can help them do that.  If 

you know someone who might be a good fit for this job, please let them know.  We will be dedicating a 

portion of the money given to FBC Missions in February for this purpose.   

Please also keep in mind that one of the outreach opportunities for our church family is inviting people 

you know to come to enjoy a potluck meal with us and watch and discuss The Chosen with us.  It could 

be a great way for them to be introduced to Jesus. Our next potluck is at 5:30 pm on Saturday, February 

25th. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Rebecca for the Mission Committee 

 

                                                    
MARY MARTHA FELLOWSHIP   

   

On Sunday, January 15th, 2023, the Mary and Martha Fellowship met at the Fire Department and enjoyed 

their delicious breakfast while conducting their meeting. It was a special treat and fun to mingle with the 

community.  

 

The fellowship decided to make donations to both the Arlington and Pawlet Community Food Shelves 

and to our own church fuel fund.  

 

 A take-out pork roast dinner is planned for Thursday, February 9th, 2003. You will find details below. 

The next Mary and Martha fellowship meeting will be Sunday, February 12th, 2023. 

Martha Thompson, Secretary 

 

 

THE PORK ROAST DINNER 

 

The Mary Martha fellowship is planning a takeout Pork Roast Dinner to be served on Thursday, February 

9th, 2023 from 5:00 o'clock until 6:30 pm.  

The menu includes roasted pork loin, mashed potatoes, gravy, stuffing, french green beans, a roll, 

applesauce and a brownie for dessert. The requested donation is $14.00 per dinner. 

Reservations may be made by calling Martha Thompson at 802-362-3473.  
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PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE 

 

The Prudential Committee held its monthly meeting on January 12th in the vestry and on Zoom. 

 

I finally have found a structural engineer that is willing to work with us. His fee is $4,000. We have 

asked for a congregational meeting on January 15th to ask the church members to approve this fee. If 

approved, Bob Neeld will do a site visit on Thursday, January 19th. All members of the Roof Committee 

were invited to attend this visit. Findings will be reported to the congregation at our Annual Meeting. 

 

 We are currently still in the process of installing the emergency lights and fire/CO2 detectors. They 

should be completed soon. 

 

The sign for the outside of the north kitchen wall will be done next week. Ashley will pick it up. 

 

As with most things we have tried to get done in the last few years, getting someone who does 

upholstering has become a challenge. Jim Lincoln has a friend who may be able to help. Rebecca will 

contact him. 

 

I wrote a proposal for Bylaw revisions that have impacted the Prudential Committee’s responsibilities 

throughout the year as discussed at our last meeting. Ashley will present at the Annual Meeting. 

 

There are still a variety of projects that are pending: 

       * Insulating boiler pipes and water pipes  

       * Painting of outside windows (kitchen & Bonnet Street window in stairway to 

    basement) 

* Threshold for front door  

* Vestry windows (pivot bars)  

* Sanctuary windows  

* Shoveling of snow on the second door  

* Kick Plates for front doors. Jim Lincoln offered to do this. 

                           * Paint the outside wall by Bonnet Street Entrance when weather permits.  

      * Touch up of walls where smoke alarms/Emergency Lights went in  

The next meeting will be on February 9th at 5PM in the Vestry and on Zoom. 

Lorraine Wilkins, Prudential Committee, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

ABC/VNH ANNUAL GATHERING – MARCH 17-18, 2023 

 
The Annual ABC/VNH Gathering will take place at the Fireside Inn & Suites in West Lebanon, NH. This 

year’s theme is The Church – the Hope of the World.  

You will find more information on the bulletin board in the vestry. There are also forms available in the 

vestry if you would like to go and represent our church. 

 
 

 



 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

The Christian Education Committee hosted two events in January. On January 14, a group met for a 

potluck supper and viewing of episode seven of The Chosen. On January 28, a group met in the vestry to 

enjoy a night of fellowship, games, and snacks.  

 

Looking ahead, episode eight of The Chosen is scheduled for February 25. Please note there is a time 

change from previous events. The potluck meal will begin at 5:30, and the viewing and discussion of The 

Chosen episode will start at 6:30.  

 

Exciting news for this summer!  First Baptist Church will be teaming up with Zion Episcopal Church and 

First Congregational Church to offer a Vacation Bible School to area children aged 4 to 12 this summer 

from July 17-21. Each day will run from 9:00 to 12:30, and lunch will be served. The theme will be 

Babylon and Daniel, with music, games, themed snacks, Bible lessons, and time outside.  

 

For His Glory, 

Annie Crumb 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                            

 

Barb West’s January birthday provided the members and friends of FBC the opportunity to express their 

appreciation and thanks! The joy and smiles she has showered on us over the years have been one of 

God’s great blessings to us! 

Also, a thank you to Jim who has been a vital part of our church since he became a member 58 years ago 

and is Barb’s loyal and loving supporter!  

 

 

 

 



 

ANNUAL REPORT, BYLAWS, and REVISIONS 

 

The 2022 Annual Report, current Bylaws, and proposed revisions to the Bylaws, are now available for 

review. They are in the Sanctuary on the stage. Please pick your copy up when you are able. This will 

give you a chance to read it over before our Annual Meeting this next Sunday, February 5th. 

~Lorraine Wilkins 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                          
OUR CHURCH IS PRIVILEGED TO BE ABLE TO OFFER  

OUR  FACILITY TO THE FOLLOWING AA GROUPS EACH WEEK.  

Breakfast with Your Higher Power Group: Mon-Fri from 7:30-8:30 am (open group)  
Equinox Group: Mon – Fri from Noon to 1:00 (open group) 
Primary Purpose Group: Sunday 7:30 -8:30 pm (closed group)   

 

 

 IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION  

Pastor Rebecca is always delighted to connect with you. She would be happy to meet you at her office at church, 

come to your house, have you over to hers, talk with you on the phone, create a special zoom appointment, or meet 

you for a walk.  Pastor Rebecca’s phone number and email are included here. Feel free to reach out to her anytime 

throughout the week. 

(802) 688-3024    rebeccasommons@gmail.com  

 

 

CALENDAR OF CURCH EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY 
 

1   Seeking God Together 11 am via zoom 
2   Interfaith Council Meeting at 11:45 
2   Choir Practice at 7 pm at the church 
5   Worship Service with Communion followed by lunch and the Annual Meeting 

6    Uplift Support Group at 3 in the vestry 
7   Deacon Meeting at 4:30 pm at the church  
7   Prayer Group and Book Discussion (ch. 9-11) at 7 pm via zoom 
9   Mary and Martha Take-out Dinner 

9   Prudential Meeting at 5 pm at church and on zoom 
9   Choir Practice at the church at 7 pm 
12  Worship Service with Mission Moment 
15  Seeking God Together Meeting at 11 am 
15  Christian Education Committee Meeting at 7 pm via zoom 
16  Choir Practice at church at 7 pm 

20  Uplift Support Group at 3 in the vestry 
21  Prayer Group and Book Discussion (ch. 12-13) at 7 pm via zoom 
22  Ash Wednesday Service at the church at 5:30 pm 

23  Choir Practice at church 7 pm 
25  Potluck and showing of The Chosen Season 1 Episode 8 at 5:30 pm 

          FLOWERS                                                                                                                                               
        Feb. 5: Ray and Judy Koch in Loving Memory of Jason Brosemer                                                         

       Feb. 12: Barb & Jim West in Loving Memory of Barb’s father, Mark George                                             

       Feb. 19: Dottie Sundquist in Loving Memory of Dottie’s niece, Jenica Junnila                                                                 

       Feb. 26: Cara Davenport                                                               
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