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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR REBECCA 

 

Dear Church Family, 

My heart is full of joy as I reflect on the celebration of Christ’s birth we have just experienced together.  

Times of fellowship are precious, and they seem especially so in the years following the disruption of the 

pandemic.  Our Christmas Eve service, Christmas morning service, and Christmas dinner at Craig and Kay 

Keith’s home (see below) all felt like being with a loving family.  I also want to thank you for the 

generous gift you gave our family for Christmas.  It was a lovely surprise!  

As we embark on a new year, I’ve already noticed the days growing longing.  We do not need to be 

discouraged about taking down colorful decorations, leaning into healthier food choices, and cleaning our 

houses.  This quieter time of the year is good too.  It enables us to rest, to read, and to think about what has 

happened in the past year as well as what God might be inviting us to be and do in the next.   

http://www.fbcmanvt.org/


 

Martha Thompson, Natalie Sommons, Kay Keith, Craig Keith, Matthew Sommons, Boris Nde Rifle Fogan,  
Ray Koch, Judy Koch (Pastor Rebecca behind the camera) 
 
 
 
                         
 

THE INTERFAITH COUNCIL of the NORTHSHIRE 

 

Our congregation was able to help in many ways with the holiday project sponsored by the Interfaith Council by 

contributing children's clothing, making donations to the food part of the project, and members packing and 

delivering boxes. 

The Interfaith Council is organizing a Martin Luther King service to be held at the Dorset church on Monday 

January 16th, 2023 at 7:00 PM. The speaker will be Reverend Canon Walter Brownridge, formerly a lawyer who 

became a minister working in South Africa. He emigrated to the USA and worked at several prestigious colleges 

and universities at schools of theology. His essay/sermon is titled “On the Occasion of the Arrival of the First 

Enslaved Africans to British North America”. 

 

~submitted by Martha Thompson 

 

 
 

I’ve already started planning the next sermon series in response to one of our deacon’s suggestion that 

she’d like to know more about Jeremiah.  He’s a prophet who encourages the people to draw near to God 

and hold onto hope through challenging times.  Our diaconate discussed what time of year is most 

appropriate for this series and decided winter into spring seems fitting.  We hope that you will find it to be 

fitting for your journey of faith.  

In closing, I’d like to share a little gem from Jeremiah’s writing that might prompt a conversation with 

God. 

“Call unto me and I will answer you, 

and tell you great and mighty things which you do not know.” 

Jeremiah 33:3 

Love in Christ, 

Pastor Rebecca 

 
                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                      



 

 
 

PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

-We received a $578 refund from Church Mutual for our attention to safety features. The funds were 

placed in a new high yielding account for the creation of a roof fund.  

-The new Bonnet Street railing will be installed by Joe Mylott. Jim Lincoln volunteered to help Joe if 

need be.  

-Front door stainless steel kick plates are ready for installation. We need to match the door sweeps. 

Doorknobs in the southern front entrance need repair. Jeremy volunteered to take a look.  

-Bylaw Review -We will present a change of bylaws at the Annual Meeting that affect the Prudential 

Committee. 

-Awaiting an invoice from Wood & Signs for “No Snow Against Building” on the north side 

-Voted to hire Todd Brown to install smoke alarms/emergency lights. Lisa received an estimate not to 

exceed $2200. - Work expected to start next week 

-We need a list of people who have a key to the church. 

-Progress has been made to replace chair and curtain fabric.  

-Mice have made their way back to the kitchen. Orkin has been notified and action has been taken. 

-Things that we continue to work on:  Insulating boiler pipes and water pipes - Painting of outside 

windows - Kitchen Drain (the issue has to be rectified.)- Vestry windows (pivot bars)  

- Sanctuary windows -Shoveling of snow on second door-Roof  

Who is shoveling the snow at the church? Please come forward! :) 

-Jeremy will do the Annual report - Lorraine and Lisa will assemble the report. All reports need to be to 

Jeremy NO LATER THAN JANUARY 15TH! 

 

Dottie Sundquist, Secretary 

 

Christmas Elves 

A HUGE thank you to Joe and Lindy Mylott for installing our new railing on the Bonnet Street 

entrance. It has taken a long time getting it for many, many reasons. Here it is! It looks beautiful! 

Thank you to Monarch Auto Body for creating it and Joe and Lindy for installing. It will certainly 

make that entrance much safer! 

The Prudential Committee 

 

                                                                                                                              

 
 

 

         THANK YOU, 
      JOE AND LINDY! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you or your committee is responsible for a report, please submit it to Jeremy by January 15, 
2023. An electronic file (or body of an email) is strongly encouraged. 
 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

The Christian Education Committee enjoyed hosting the annual Christmas Coffee House on December 

10th. (See picture on page 7.) Thank you to Judy McGraw for organizing the gift game, and to all who 

brought delicious cookies, tea, and hot chocolate to enjoy. We had a nice time listening to people share 

their musical talents, favorite songs, and stories.  We also have an update on the Christmas Child boxes 

we collected and shipped this year: all the boxes went to children in Nigeria. We pray these were a 

blessing to the children and their families. Thank you to all who filled the boxes and supported the cost 

of the shipping.  

 

Looking ahead to January, we will host a showing of Episode 7 of The Chosen on January 14. A 

potluck dinner will be held in the vestry at 5:00 with the showing at 6, followed by a discussion.  

 

Save the date for our Winter Game Night on January 28 at 7:00. Please bring a snack, dessert, or drink 

to share, along with a game you would like to play. We hope to see you there! 

 

For His Glory, 

Annie Crumb 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 NOTIFICATION 
The members of the First Baptist Church of Manchester Center, Vermont are hereby notified to 
meet in their house of worship at Manchester Center on Sunday, February 5, 2023, following 
worship for the following purposes: 
 
     1.) To hear the reports of the Officers and Committees for the past year and act thereon. 
     2.) To elect Officers and Committees for the coming year. 
     3.) To hear a recommendation of a change in the By-Laws and to act thereon. 
     4.) To discuss any other business proper to come before the Annual Meeting. 
 
Cara Davenport, Church Clerk 
 
 
 
 



 

 

REPORT OF THE DIACONATE 

 
At the last meeting deacons discussed scheduling for the month of January. Cara Davenport and Lindy 

Mylott will serve communion and work on fellowship time.  

It is a pleasure to announce that Craig Keith will deliver the sermon on January 8th while Pastor 

Rebecca is away.  

The book of Jeremiah will be the basis for sermons during the winter.  

The nominating committee reports that Craig Keith, Ken and Theresa Taylor will be joining the 

diaconate and Jim Holden has agreed to serve another term. Jenny Russell will be acting as a 

community liaison. 

The next meeting will be at 4:30 PM on Tuesday, January 17th, 2023. 

Martha Thompson, Secretary 

 
 

MISSION COMMITTEE UPDATE  

 

The Mission Committee met on December 7th.  We received a letter from Jeni Pedzinski thanking us for 

supporting her both financially and in prayer for the past several years.  Her time working with the New 

Life Center Foundation in Thailand has come to a close, and the new position God has provided for her 

is in Pennsylvania.  She’ll be managing the guest house where people who are global servants, or 

raising funds to become global servants, can stay when they are in the area connecting with people at 

the International Ministries headquarters.  In this capacity, she can provide soul friendship, listening, 

and encouragement to them.  She will also have the opportunity to do some international traveling to 

meet with ministry partners. Since she no longer requires the same level of financial support she did 

when she served in Thailand, she gave instructions for concluding our giving to her.   

The Mission Committee decided to transfer our monthly giving of $50 to the Seek the Son Ministry, 

led by Ken and Theresa Taylor.  It is an outreach and encouragement ministry to people with 

disabilities.  Lord willing, we will be able to learn more about it in February and have the opportunity 

to give a special offering to help them update their website.  

In December, FBC Missions funds were used to support First Step Pregnancy Care Center ($300) and 

TL Africa ($50). We received this thank you letter ~ 

I am writing this note to express my gratitude to the Lord for our (me and Salome) relationship 

with you, your family and the congregation of First Baptist Church of Manchester. 

When we visited Vermont last Spring, we enjoyed our stay with your family and our fellowship 

with FBC of Manchester. 

I am specifically writing to thank you for the monthly support that the church has been giving to 

my family, and the transformational tea project of Kinihira that the church has supported and 

which is doing well. 

Attached to this letter you will find some photos of the tea plantation as well as a short 

financial report. We plan to disburse the money accrued in January 2023 and we will share with 

the congregation photos of the students who will benefit from the funds. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

With love in Christ, 

Faustin Ntamushobora 

 

In January, the special mission offering will go to Retired Ministers and Missionaries (RMMO).  There 

will be a mission moment and short video about the offering during the service on January 8th, and 

there are special envelopes available to contribute to the RMMO all month.  

Thank you for your generosity and heart for missions! 

 

~Rebecca Sommons on behalf of the Mission Committee 



 

 
MARY & MARTHA FELLOWSHIP 

 

The members of the Mary Martha fellowship voted on the incoming slate of officers for 2023. They are: 

President - Lisa Towslee 

Vice President - Lisa Hess 

Treasurer - Judy Koch 

Secretary - Martha Thompson 

Devotions - Barbara West 

Sunshine chair - Linda Hulett 

Kitchen chair - Lindy Mylott 

White cross - Lorraine Wilkins 

Flowers - Martha Thompson 

 

Cookie Sale - The fellowship was thrilled with the success of the cookie sale! Seventy-five pounds of cookies 

were sold and $1059 was realized. Thank you to Dottie Sunquist, Judy Koch, Ashley Hess, Lindy Mylott, 

Barbara West and Glenna Taxter. 

We are still planning a pork roast dinner in February.  

The January meeting will be held on the 3rd Sunday 8:30 AM January 15th at the Manchester Firehouse as a 

change of pace. All are welcome! 

MarthaThompson, Secretary 

 
Prayer Request Email: fbchurchatprayer@gmail.com 
The First Baptist Church Prayer Team consists of 24 members.  

Team members are asked to pray for each prayer request as they are sent out to them.  

The requests remain on the list for a 30-day period.  

 

Through the church website, we receive requests from all over the world. 

During the year of 2022, the number of prayer requests received through our church web site was 85. 

The number received by email was 76 for a total of 161 requests.  

If you're interested in joining the team, please speak with Pastor Rebecca 

  

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 

in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

 

 
The members of The First Baptist Church at Manchester Center, VT are hereby 
notified to meet in person at their house of worship in Manchester Center, VT or by 
Zoom following worship on January 15, 2023 for the following purposes: 
 
1. To hear report from Roof Committee and their recommendation concerning a 
Structural Engineer and act thereon: 
 
2. To hear, discuss, and act upon any other business proper to come before the 
congregation. 
 
Church Clerk 
Cara Davenport 
 



 

 

 
                                                   CHRISTMAS COFFEEHOUSE December 10, 2022  

 
 

 
                                          

 
OUR CHURCH IS PRIVILEGED TO BE ABLE TO OFFER  
OUR  FACILITY TO THE FOLLOWING AA GROUPS EACH WEEK.  
Breakfast with Your Higher Power Group: Mon-Fri from 7:30-8:30 am (open group) 

Equinox Group: Mon – Fri from Noon to 1:00 (open group)  

Primary Purpose Group: Sunday 7:30 -8:30 pm (closed group) 

 

 

 

 

   IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION  

   Pastor Rebecca’s e-mail address: rebeccasommons@gmail.com  

Pastor Rebecca’s cell phone: (802) 688-3024  

Church office Phone: (802) 362-1555  

 
 
 
Pastor Rebecca continues to remain open and eager to meet with church family. These get-togethers 

have taken a different look as they have moved away from set office hours. She has, instead, met on an 

as needed basis. She is happy to meet with you in person, over the phone, or through zoom. When the 

weather is good, she has often met people outside and talked while taking a walk and she is happy to 

continue that during the winter. She is open to any ideas you may have.  

Pastor Rebecca’s phone number and email are included here. Feel free to reach out to her anytime 

throughout the week.  

(802) 688-3024    rebeccasommons@gmail.com   
 
 
 



 

 
CALENDAR OF CHURCH EVENTS FOR JANUARY 
 

1    Worship Service with Communion 

3    Uplift Support group at the church 

5    Interfaith Council Meeting at Zion at 11:45 am 

5    Choir Practice at 7pm at the church 

8    Church Service with RMMO mission moment 

      Craig Keith will deliver morning message 

10  Prayer Group and Book Discussion for ch. 5-6 in Help is Here at 7 pm via zoom 

12  Mission Meeting at 4 pm at the church 

12  Prudential Meeting at 5 pm at the church and via zoom 

12  Choir Practice at 7pm at the church 

14  Potluck and showing of The Chosen Episode 7 beginning at 5 pm at the church 

15  Mary and Martha Meeting at the Firehouse at 8:30 am 

15  Worship Service ~ beginning a new series on Jeremiah 

15  Annual Reports Due (sent to Jeremy Crumb's email) 

16  MLK Service at Dorset Church at 7 pm 

17  Deacon Meeting at the church 4:30 pm 

18  Seeking God Together Meeting via zoom at 11 am 

18  Christian Education Committee Meeting via zoom at 7 pm 

19  Choir Practice at 7pm at the church 

24  Uplift Support group at the church 

26  Choir Practice at 7pm at the church 

28  All Church Game Night at the church at 7 pm 

29  Worship Service 
 

FLOWERS                                                                                                             

January 1:  Poinsettias                                                                               

January 8:  Poinsettias                                                                              

January 15: Dan & Denise Thompson in Memory of Dad, Moe Thompson                                                          

January 22: Martha Thompson in memory of Rev. Charles Waugaman 

January 29:  Lindy Mylott 
 


