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   A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR REBECCA  

 

Dear Church Family, 

I have learned and grown so much in my life of faith in these past six years of serving as your pastor.  

One of the most formative experiences has been participating in Lent, which was new to me, having not 

previously been part of churches that observed it.  Like Advent, it is a kind of pre-season for an important 

event in the story of God.  Advent prepares us for Christmas, and Lent prepares us for Easter.  Advent is 

a time for stillness, waiting, longing for the inbreaking of God’s light.  In the book I am reading, Bitter  

and Sweet: A Journey to Easter, Tsh Oxenreider quotes N.T. Wright saying, “Lent is a time for 

discipline, for confession, for honesty, not because God is mean or fault-finding or finger-pointing but 
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because he wants us to know the joy of being cleaned out, ready for all the good things he now has in 

store.”   

The invitation to participate in Lent is like an extended spring cleaning for the soul.  We let go of things 

that we don’t need to make more room for God’s presence to be more keenly felt.  If we let go of 

physical items in our house, we can find ways to bless others with them.  When we devote extended time 

to prayer, God will bring people and opportunities to mind that we might otherwise miss in our busyness.  

If we choose to fast from something, we can break overdependence on it, and see areas of our life where 

pride and entitlement may be hiding in the comfort of our lives.  Tsh Oxenrider writes, “Only when we 

remember our frailty do we see the blatant ridiculousness of our pride and the deep, deep need for our 

meager fast.” Letting go of our pride, makes room to receive more of God’s grace.  Embracing the 

challenge of Lent reveals our need for the Holy Spirit to help us follow through on our intentions.   

If you would like to let me know what you are choosing to do to enter Lent this year, I would be honored 

to pray for you and your journey to Easter.  I would appreciate your prayers for me as I only post on 

social media on Sundays, check social media one time per day, and engage in a disciplined eating and 

exercise program for six days a week.  Tsh Oxenrider clued me in about the mini-Easters built into Lent 

each Sunday, where we can rest from our discipline and feast on grace.  

But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 

“God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble. 

 

James 4:6  

 

Love in Christ, 

Pastor Rebecca 

 

 

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

Carol Lattuga hosted the Pastoral Relations Committee meeting on February 24th. 

The first order of business was to name Jim Comar the Committee Chairperson!!! 

The issue of retrieving answering machine messages from the Church telephone was discussed.  As a 

result of that conversation, and with the assistance of Maurie Hill, Pastor Rebecca will now receive 

Church phone calls and messages on her personal cell phone. 

Just as a reminder, the present PRC Committee members are Jim Comar, 802 362 1751, Judy Koch. 802 

375 8378, Carol Lattuga, 802 362 3997 and Pastor Rebecca 802 688 3024.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jim Comar         



 

MARY & MARTHA FELLOWSHP 

The Mary Martha Fellowship reports that the Pork Roast Dinner was a success. We made $1044 and fed 

83 customers. 

Our next dinner will probably be the Ham and Strawberry Dinner in June. Finding a date for this dinner 

may be a problem because the strawberries ripen near the end of the month and some of the leaders for 

the dinner are vacationing at this time. 

A notice was received from Peggy Brockett of Lily of the Valley concerning Easter flowers. She advised 

us that orders for flowers or palms need to be received before March 15th as that is when Peggy has to 

have her orders in. There will be a sign-up sheet if in the vestry if you are ordering azaleas, hydrangeas, 

colored lilies or palms for Easter or Palm Sunday in memory or in honor of someone.  

The next Mary Martha Fellowship meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 10th, 2023 at 8:30 am. 

In April we’ll meet on Saturday, April 8th at 8:30 am to prepare Easter bouquets for the Easter floral 

cross. 

Martha Thompson, Secretary 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

 

Members for the mission committee for 2023 to 2024 will be Matthew Sommons, chairperson, Bryan 

Richheimer, treasurer, Linell Pike, secretary, and Bonnie Lincoln in charge of appeals.  

 

A wonderful presentation was given by Ken and Teresa Taylor on February 12 about their mission called 

“Seek the Son” and their help for disabilities locally and across the nation. The missions will be 

sponsoring their calling each month this year. 

 

In January, $988.00 was collected for the Retired Ministers and Missionaries (RMM). We all graciously 

thank you for all this contribution. 

 

It was decided to give donations to “Journey True North” out of Vermont about healing and hope for 

mental illness and psychotherapy counseling. We also gave to a “Children’s Heart Project”.  

 

We are looking forward to including the need in Turkey and Syria from the terrible earthquake in an 

appeal in March. Stay Tuned. Our next meeting is March 9, 2023 at 4 pm.  

God bless you all, 

Linell Pike 

Secretary 

 
 

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

The Christian Education Committee hosted a potluck dinner and showing of episode 8 of the series The 

Chosen on February 25th. The teen and adult Sunday school class continued their study of First Peter, 

and the ways Peter's letter applies to our lives today. This series wrapped up on February 26th. Thanks to 

Jeremy Crumb for preparing and leading this seven week study. Looking ahead, Craig Keith will be 

leading the class with a series on Lent during the Sundays preceding Easter. Thank you, Craig! We hope 

you can join us in class from 9:30 to 10:00 each Sunday morning.  

 

For His Glory, 

Annie Crumb 



 

 
PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE 

 

 Ashley Hess, Maurie Hill, Paul  Bauer,  

Jeremy Crumb, Jim Lincoln, Dottie Sundquist 

 

The Prudential Committee (PC) sends a well deserved and heartfelt thank 

you to Lorraine Wilkins for serving on the PC and devotedly chairing the 

committee.  She guided us well!  

We welcome Jim Lincoln as a new PC member. He brings a much needed body of knowledge and skill 

for construction and repairs. 

Jeremy installed the “Please do not plow snow against building” sign on the north kitchen wall and then 

(?) The snowplow damaged the wall. (Not sure which came first, the damage or the sign,…but it’s a 

talking point!) TPW and the plow company will pay for the repair. 

 

We need to have a ‘SAVE THE HISTORIC CHURCH BUILDING’  fundraiser… 

 

The roof needs major repair. We are researching how to proceed with the help of Manchester 

zoning/Historical Society (what type of roof is accepted), Preservation Trust of VT (fundraising/grants) 

 

The south sanctuary wall is bowing and needs major repair. The bow has been there for years but a new 

crack runs the length of the wall. We are working with an engineer who has instructed us to put up a 

gauge to measure the change in the bow. Thank you, Jeremy, for doing so! 

 

The sanctuary curtains and upholstered chairs are worn and a committee is searching for the appropriate 

replacement fabric. We are checking into upholsterers.  

 

We are purchasing a hair dryer to have on hand in the event of frozen pipes (as was the case earlier this 

month). During extreme cold, one faucet needs to drip ever so slightly to avoid frozen pipes. 

 

The fire alarms/CO2 detectors are installed! One in Vestry, one in sanctuary, one in each 

second floor room. Patience is a virtue. We waited nearly 2 yrs! 

 

Dottie Sundquist 

Next meeting - Zoom/Vestry March 9th at 5pm 

 

 

  DIACONATE 
   

At this month's meeting new members Craig Keith, and Ken and Teresa Taylor we're welcomed. Cara 

Davenport will remain as chair and Martha Thompson as secretary. 

 

Diaconate responsibilities were reviewed and the year’s schedule was drawn up. 

   Plans are being made for Holy Week around the theme “Journey to the Cross”. 

   Pastor Rebecca will be away on March 26th and Dr. Theresa Taylor will be our speaker.  

   The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 7th at 4:30 pm. 

   Martha Thompson, Secretary 



 

                                                                          
INTERFAITH COUNCIL of the NORTHSHIRE NEWS 

The Israel Congregation of Manchester is resuming their community Passover Seder. It will be held on 

Sunday, March 26th, 2023 at 6:00 pm. Our church is invited to participate and those who would like to 

attend may sign up in the vestry. They would like to know before March 15th how many will attend from 

our church. 

Each church is asked to bring a side dish and we've been asked to bring 4 eggplant and cheese casseroles. 

Please call Martha Thompson if you're willing to make a casserole and also if you want to attend and 

have not yet signed up at the church. 

~submitted by Martha Thompson  

 

 

NOTE of APPRECIATION  

Ken and I would like to express our gratitude and thankfulness for your financial and prayer support of 

our ministry, Seek the Son. We are excited for our next chapter, but some of the transitions have been 

challenging. Thanks for supporting us through these challenges. If you want to learn more about the 

ministry please feel free to call at (802)745-8184 or email at theresa@seektheson.org We love sharing the 

latest ways we are bringing the saving power of Jesus Christ to those people affected by disabilities. 

 

Ken & Theresa 

Seek the Son Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION 
Pastor Rebecca’s e-mail address: rebeccasommons@gmail.com  

Pastor Rebecca’s cell phone: (802) 688-3024  

Church office Phone: (802) 362-1555  

Pastor Rebecca is always delighted to connect with you. She would be happy to meet you at her office at 

church, come to your house, have you over to hers, talk with you on the phone, create a special zoom 

appointment, or meet you for a walk.  Pastor Rebecca’s phone number and email are included here. Feel 

free to reach out to her anytime throughout the week. 

(802) 688-3024    rebeccasommons@gmail.com  

 

 

OUR CHURCH IS PRIVILEGED TO BE ABLE TO OFFER  

OUR  FACILITY TO THE FOLLOWING AA GROUPS EACH WEEK.  
Breakfast with Your Higher Power Group: Mon-Fri from 7:30-8:30 am (open group) 

Equinox Group: Mon – Fri from Noon to 1:00 (open group)  

   Primary Purpose Group: Sunday 7:30 -8:30 pm (closed group 
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CALENDAR OF CHURCH EVENTS FOR MARCH 

 

1   Seeking God Together Meeting via zoom at 11 am 

1   Christian Ed. Committee Meeting via zoom at 7 pm 

2    Interfaith Council Meeting at 11:45 am at St. James Episcopal Church 

       in Arlington 

2   Choir Practice at 5:30 pm 

2   Come, Let Us Reason Together Meeting at Israel Congregation 

      and via zoom at 7 pm 

3   Young Adult Dinner and Game Night at 6 pm at the Sommons' home 

5   Worship Service with Communion at 10:30 am 

6   Uplift at 3 pm in the vestry  

7   Deacon Meeting at 4:30 pm at the church 

7   Prayer Group at 7 pm via zoom  (without book discussion) 

9   Mission Committee Meeting at 4 pm at the church 

9   Prudential Committee Meeting at 5 pm at the church and via zoom 

9   Choir Practice at 7 pm at the church  

10 Mary & Martha at 8:30 am in the vestry 

11  Ladies retreat in Chester 

12  Mary and Martha Breakfast and Meeting at 8:30 am at the church 

12  Worship Service with Mission Moment at 10:30 am 

16  Choir Practice at church at 7 pm   

17 - 18  ABCVNH Annual Meeting beginning at 3 pm in West Lebanon 

19  Worship Service at 10:30 am 

20  Uplift at 3 pm in the vestry 

21  Prayer Group and Book Discussion of What Does You Soul Love? (ch. 1-2) 

      at 7 pm via zoom 

22  Seeking God Together Meeting at 11 am via zoom 

23  Meatloaf Dinner (free) at the Dorset church  

23  Choir Practice at 7 pm at the church 

25  Men's Breakfast and Meeting at the church at 9 am 

26  Worship Service at 10:30 am 

26  Interfaith Seder at Israel Congregation at 6 pm 

 
 

           FLOWERS                                                                

          March 5:  Jim Holden in memory of parents, James and Helen Holden                                                   

          March 12: Lindy Mylott in memory of Dad, Wayne Norse, and Aunt Cora West                                                    

          March 19: Leona Squiers in memory of husband, Vernon Squiers                                                        

          March 26: Jim & Barb West in memory of parents Mark & Miriam, Lewis & Cora   

 

 

                              Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 12, 2023 



 

 

 

“THE ELM AT THE CROSSROADS” (photo on front page)  

Most of you are aware of this bit of history, but for those who are newer, here is a brief 

explanation from Shawn Harrington and the Manchester Historical Society. 

In 1918, a large branch came down from this towering elm and completely blocked the 

road in front of the church. In 1928-1929, the road was paved, but the elm was allowed 

to stay. Unfortunately, it died and was taken down in 1931. Walter Hard wrote a poem 

in its honor and titled it “The Elm at the Crossroads” which you will find below. The elm 

tree seems to be a symbol of sorts for our church, even though it is now only there in 

spirit.  

 

It appears that the photo on the front page was taken at some time between 1918 

(notice the scar where the branch came down) and 1928 (because the road is not yet 

paved).  

 

 

 

 

 

"Elm at the Crossroads" by Walter Hard 

 

Of course a tree is just so much timber  
Or so many cords of firewood. 
The timber may make a home  
Or the firewood may keep it warm. 
But a tree like the elm at the crossroads  
Has seen too much of life  
To be just timber or firewood. 

There it is with its thick trunk on the ground. 
They’re chopping out the branches  
And digging around the broad stump. 
Count the rings. 
A hundred and eight. 
It could tell you a lot of history. 



 

It was young when Factory Point was beginning. 
There was the Tannery along the river  
With piles of bark in the yard. 
There was the woolen mill with its whirling looms, 
And a dozen other mills along the stream. 
It really was Factory Point. 

Think of all the people who have passed that tree! 
Think of all the people  
Think of the slow plodding oxen with loads of goods; 
Heavy creaking wagons with blocks of marble 
From the quarries on Dorset Mountain; 
Gay prancing horses drawing shining buggies; 
Processions in somber black; 
Gay parades with bands and flying banners; 
Ladies walking with parasols held over quaint bonnets; 
Men with high hats and tailed coats. 
Statesmen, scholars, warriors, artists—  
All have passed under its spreading branches. 

There it lies. 
Just so many cords of firewood. 
Of course it had to go. 
It’s a martyr to what we hope is progress. 
Our rushing life cannot be stopped by a tree. 
A hundred and eight years  
To grow some firewood.                                          

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  


