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   A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR REBECCA  
    

Dear Church Family, 

Maybe it is because I have attended so many years of school, but when September rolls around I think 

about learning.  How about you?  Whether you are in school or a student in the school of life, have you 

stopped to think about what you are learning in your life right now?  God is our Master Teacher, and He 

is always helping us to learn and grow in our life with Him.  

Sometimes the lessons are fun, like a great fieldtrip.  Other times, they are challenging, like learning a 

new language.  We go through tests to see if the lessons have become part of our own thinking and 
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choice-making.  With gratitude, I recall that I do not go through any of this learning or testing on my 

own.  God has given us the Holy Spirit, Who is always with us, guiding us and helping us understand the 

mind of Christ as we move through the school of life. 

“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,  

will teach you everything, and will cause you to remember everything I said to you.” 

John 14:26 (NET) 

 

One of the joys of being a church family is that we can share what we are learning with each other.  

Talking about God’s lessons, field trips, tests, and insights with each other can help them to sink in more 

deeply and can encourage each other.  So I encourage you to take some time to think about, journal 

about, and talk about what God is teaching you in this season of life.   

“Let the word of Christ  dwell in you richly, teaching and exhorting one another with all wisdom,  

singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, all with grace in your hearts to God.” 

Colossians 3:16 (NET) 

Love in Christ, 

Pastor Rebecca 

 

 

 

DIACONATE 

 
At the last Diaconate meeting it was decided that one way we can help support our congregation is to 

keep a few gas cards on hand for those who travel a lot or to help extend tight finances. 

 
The book of Corinthians will be the basis of sermons starting in September through November ending 

when Advent begins. The focus is on discipleship and all of its aspects. 

 
The next Diaconate meeting will be on September 20, 2022 at 4:30 P.M. 

Martha Thompson, Secretary 
 

 

 

 

MARY MARTHA FELLOWSHIP 

 
The Mary Martha Fellowship resumes their regularly scheduled meetings on Sunday, Sept. 11, 2022 at 

8:30 A.M. with devotions, refreshments and a business meeting. 

For those who may not know, the Fellowship assumes responsibility for the kitchen, providing paper 

goods and cleaning supplies. They help with hospitality and also support American Baptist Missions and 

local organizations such as the Community Food Cupboard. 

Our main Fund Raisers are our dinners for the community like our recent Ham and Strawberry Dinner 

which was a great success. 

All women are invited to attend our meetings and find out what we are up to. 

~Martha Thompson, Secretary 

 
 

 



 

 

 

MARY & MARTHA HAM/STRAWBERRY DINNER 

 

This past Thursday, the Mary & Martha Fellowship held its annual Ham & Strawberry Dinner as a take-

out dinner. We grossed $1509. However, this did include our starting bank of $150. So after taking that 

out and the expenses for the ham and strawberries of $462.52, we netted $896.48. We still had some 

strawberries and potato salad to sell. As of this writing, I am not sure if any of them were sold. 

As the chairman, I would like to say a huge THANK YOU to everyone who provided food, picked 

strawberries, worked the day of the dinner, AND all who purchased dinners. I have heard some rave 

reviews, which is always a plus! 

Now, it's on to the Chicken Pie Supper! 

 

Lorraine Wilkins 

 

 

 

 

MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
 

My apologies! It seems I can’t read my own writing. We actually gave $100, not $150, to Habitat for 

Humanity, as mentioned in last month newsletter. 

Alyssa Ward, who shared her campus ministry with CRU in Spain, received $440 to help with her 

mission. We also donated $100 to the Manchester Police Department. We’re grateful to these men and 

women for their dedication and their service to our community. 

None of this could be accomplished without your help. Many thanks from the Missions Committee. 

Doing God’s Work, 

Linda Bushee, Secretary 

 
 
 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

As summer draws to a close, the Christian Education Committee has made some plans for the fall. 

Beginning September 11, Sunday School classes will be starting up again. An adult and teen class will be 

led by Jeremy Crumb. The class will meet at 9:30. Typically the class meets in the vestry, but on the 

second Sunday of each month the class will meet in the conference room upstairs. A children's Sunday 

School class is also being led by Pastor Rebecca and Cheryl Hess. This class will meet at 9:30 in the 

children's room upstairs.  

 

We will also be restarting the Chosen series. The first showing this fall will be on Saturday September 

17. A potluck meal will be organized in the vestry at 5:00, followed by the showing of an episode 

of Chosen at 6:00. A discussion will follow. We will begin with Season 1, episode 4, picking up where 

we left off with the series in the spring. Watch for a Sign-Up Genius in your email in September to sign 

up for the potluck meal if you plan to attend. Please consider bringing an interested neighbor or friend.  

 

For His Glory, 

Annie Crumb 

 

 

 



 

 
 
PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE 

 

Pastor Rebecca received a request from the local Afghan refugee coordinator to allow 2 refugees to 

prepare lunch in our kitchen once a week. We welcome them and we have offered a schedule for their 

perusal.  

 

Spirit Spark Shout Out! Calling All Fuel Angels! Our fuel fund needs replenishing!  

 

Work to find engineers to help with roof repair continues.  

 

The Bonnet Street railing will be installed in good time.  

 

Smoke Alarms/Emergency Lights -Lisa and Jeremy are working on getting someone to look at our needs.  

 

The Kitchen Odor has been resolved. Jeremy disengaged the garbage disposal and the odor is gone!  

 

We are searching for someone to insulate the boiler pipes and water pipes. 

 

Serenity Singers are starting rehearsals again on August 24th. 

 

Next meeting -Tuesday, September 13th at 5pm. Zoom/Vestry 

  

Dottie Sundquist, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERFAITH COUNCIL OF THE NORTHSHIRE 

The Interfaith Council ends its summer hiatus with a meeting on September 1, 2022 at 11:45 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

OUR CHURCH IS PRIVILEGED TO BE ABLE TO OFFER  

TO THE FOLLOWING AA GROUPS EACH WEEK.  

Breakfast with Your Higher Power Group: Mon-Fri from 7:30-8:30 am (open group) 

Equinox Group: Mon – Fri from Noon to 1:00 (open group)  

Primary Purpose Group: Sunday 7:30 -8:30 pm (closed group) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                
                                                              Margaret with her sister, Marie 

 

 

 

                                                                     Margaret Dawedeit  

                                                             April 18,1960 - July 22, 2022 

 

Margaret Dawedeit began attending our church and singing in our choir in the 1980s. She joined the 

church in 1995. 

She brought with her an open and affirming love for all people and a creativity and joy of life which were 

contagious. Margaret taught Sunday school and during her tenure demonstrated her interest and affection 

for each and every child. 

As her interest in theology developed, she found the courage to enter a program with the goal of 

becoming a pastor and ultimately became pastor of the Peru Congregational Church.  

Members of our church recognize Margaret's achievements and the legacy of loving she left behind. 

~submitted by Martha Thompson 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Pastor Rebecca’s e-mail address: rebeccasommons@gmail.com 

Pastor Rebecca’s cell phone: (802) 688-3024 

Church office Phone: (802) 362-1555 

 

Pastor Rebecca continues to remain open and eager to meet with church family. These 

get-togethers have taken a different look as they have moved away from set office hours. 

She has, instead, met on an as needed basis. She is happy to meet with you in person, 

over the phone, or through zoom. When the weather is good, she often meets people 

outside and talks while taking a walk. She is open to any ideas you may have.  

Pastor Rebecca’s phone number and email are listed above. Feel free to reach out to her 

anytime throughout the week.    

  

 
                                                                              

CHURCH EVENTS for SEPTEMBER 

 

1  Interfaith Council Meeting at 11:45 am  

1  Choir Practice at 7 pm 

4  Church Service with Communion  

4  Concert at Horseshoe Acres Campground at 3 pm with picnic to follow 

6  Mission Meeting at 10:30 am 

8  Choir Practice at 7 pm 

11 Sunday School classes at 9:30 am & the Worship Service moves to 10:30  

     Mary & Martha Fellowship 8:30 am 

13 Uplift at 3 pm in the vestry 

13 Prudential Meeting at 5 pm  zoom/vestry 

13 Prayer Group & Book Discussion Chapters 24-25 at 7 pm via zoom 

15 Choir Practice at 7 pm 

17 Potluck and showing of The Chosen episode 4 at church beginning at 6 pm 

20 Deacon Meeting at 4:30 pm 

21 Seeking God Together Meeting at 11 am via zoom 

22 Choir Practice at 7 pm 

26 Uplift at 3 pm in the vestry 

27 Prayer Group & Book Discussion Chapters 26-27 at 7 pm via zoom 

28 Christian Education Meeting at 7 pm via zoom 

 

 

 

 

       FLOWERS                                                                                                                                               

      Sept. 4:  Jim West in memory of Cora West                                                     

      Sept. 11: Russ/Glenna Taxter in memory of Barbara Bauersfeld & George Bauersfeld                                               

      Sept. 18: Martha Thompson in memory of Joe Stannard                                                    

      Sept. 25: Lisa Towslee 
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