
Worship Service for New Year’s Day 2023 
 

Welcome and Announcements ~ John Hess 
 

Happy New Year to everyone! 
 

Tuesday ~ Uplift cancer support group meeting at 3 pm at church. 
 

Thursday ~ Interfaith Council Meeting at 11:45am at Zion. 

 Choir Practice at 7 pm at the church. 
 

Happy Birthday to Barb West on January 2nd and 

 Happy Anniversary to Rosemary and Dave Hall on January 3rd! 
   

   The poinsettias are provided by ~     
 

Martha Thompson in loving memory of Matt Thompson 
 

Bryan Richheimer in loving memory of Bruce Richheimer 
 

Jim and Cathy Comar 

in loving memory of Pete and Bev Comar and Judy Comar 

and in loving memory of Ken and Mary Jean Pierce 
 

Barb and Jim West 

in loving memory of Cora and Lewis West 

and Mark George and Miriam and Paul Wertman 
 

Lisa and Chris Towslee & Lisa and George Hess 

in loving memory of Joyce and Charles Towslee 
 

 
 

Word of Preparation ~ Isaiah 41:10 (NLT) John Hess 

 As we enter the new year, God assures us … 
 

“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. 

    Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you and help you. 

    I will hold you up with my victorious right hand.” 
 

 

Prelude ~ “Light of the World” ~ We the People 

 

Call to Worship ~ selected verse from Isaiah 9 (NIV) John Hess 

    Please join in reading the bold lines. 

 
 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 

 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, 

 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty  

will accomplish this. 

 



Song ~      “Your Name” (Christmas Version) 
 

Humbly to the earth You came 

Born into this world to save 

God with us Emmanuel 

Now we adore Your Name 

Chorus 

Your Name is a strong and mighty tower 

Your Name is a shelter like no other 

Your Name let the nations sing it louder 

For nothing has the power to save 

(But Your Name) 

Jesus in Your Name we pray 

Come and fill our hearts today 

Lord give us strength to live for You 

And glorify Your Name 

Chorus 

Wonderful, Counselor, Prince of Peace 

Chorus two times 

God with us, Emmanuel 

God with us, Emmanuel 

God with us, Emmanuel 

Now we adore Your Name 
 

CCLI Song # 7005511 Glenn Packiam | Paul Baloche 

© 2006 Integrity Worship Music CCLI License # 11289244 
 

Lifting our Praises and Prayers to the Lord ~  
Space for Prayer Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Father, Who Art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen 

 

Song ~       “Oh How He Loves You and Me”     
 

Oh how He loves you and me 

Oh how He loves you and me 

He gave His life 

What more could He give 

Oh how He loves you 

Oh how He loves me 

Oh how He loves you and me 
 

Jesus to Calvary did go 

His love for sinners to show 

What He did there 

Brought hope from despair 

Oh how He loves you 

Oh how He loves me 

Oh how He loves you and me 
 

CCLI Song # 15850  Kurt Kaiser 

© 1975 Curb Word Music       CCLI License # 11289244 

 

Sermon Introduction ~ Rev. Rebecca Sommons 
 

Scripture ~  John 15:1-17 (MSG) read by John Hess 
 

1-3 “I am the Real Vine and my Father is the Farmer.  

He cuts off every branch of me that doesn’t bear grapes.  

And every branch that is grape-bearing he prunes back  

so it will bear even more.  

You are already pruned back by the message I have spoken. 

(continued on the next page) 



4 “Live in me. 

 Make your home in me just as I do in you.  

In the same way that a branch can’t bear grapes by itself  

but only by being joined to the vine,  

you can’t bear fruit unless you are joined with me. 
5-8 “I am the Vine, you are the branches.  

When you’re joined with me and I with you,  

the relation intimate and organic, 

 the harvest is sure to be abundant.  

Separated, you can’t produce a thing. 

 Anyone who separates from me is deadwood,  

gathered up and thrown on the bonfire.  

But if you make yourselves at home with me 

 and my words are at home in you,  

you can be sure that whatever you ask 

 will be listened to and acted upon.  

This is how my Father shows who he is— 

when you produce grapes, 

 when you mature as my disciples. 
9-10 “I’ve loved you the way my Father has loved me.  

Make yourselves at home in my love.  

If you keep my commands,  

you’ll remain intimately at home in my love.  

That’s what I’ve done— 

kept my Father’s commands  

and made myself at home in his love.  
11-15 “I’ve told you these things for a purpose:  

that my joy might be your joy,  

and your joy wholly mature.  

This is my command: Love one another the way I loved you.  

This is the very best way to love.  

Put your life on the line for your friends.  
 

(Continued on the next page) 

 

You are my friends when you do the things I command you. 

 I’m no longer calling you servants 

 because servants don’t understand 

 what their master is thinking and planning.  

No, I’ve named you friends  

because I’ve let you in on everything I’ve heard from the Father. 
16 “You didn’t choose me, remember;  

I chose you, and put you in the world to bear fruit, 

 fruit that won’t spoil.  

As fruit bearers,  

whatever you ask the Father in relation to me,  

he gives you. 
17 “But remember the root command:  

Love one another. 
 

 

 

Message ~ “Remain Connected for a Fruitful Life” 

 

 

Communion ~ Everyone is invited to partake of the bread and cup 

 as we celebrate our union with Christ. 

 

 
 

Music for Communion 

 “This is Love (with Come Thou Long Expected Jesus)” 
 

by Paul Baloche, Katheryn Scott, Rowland Hugh Prichard, and Charles Wesley 

CCLI Song # 7009209  2013 Integrity Worship Music CCLI License # 11289244 



Song ~       “They’ll Know We are Christians” 
 

We are one in the Spirit. We are one in the Lord 

We are one in the Spirit. We are one in the Lord 

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored 
 

Chorus 

And they’ll know we are Christians  

By our love, by our love 

Yes,  they’ll know we are Christians by our love 
 

We will walk with each other. We will walk hand in hand 

We will walk with each other. We will walk hand in hand 

And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land 

Chorus 

We will work with each other. We will work side by side 

We will work with each other. We will work side by side 

And we’ll guard each one’s dignity and help them abide 

Chorus 

All praise to the Father from whom all things come 

And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son 

And all praise to the Spirit, Who makes us one 

Chorus 
 

CCLI Song # 26997 Peter Scholtes 

© Words: 1966 F.E.L. Publications. CCLI License # 11289244 
 

  

Benediction ~  Philippians 1:9-11 (NIV) 
 

9 “And this is my prayer: 

 that your love may abound more and more 

 in knowledge and depth of insight,  
10 so that you may be able to discern what is best 

 and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,  
11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—

to the glory and praise of God.” 

 


