
Worship Service for January 22nd, 2023 

 

Welcome and Announcements ~ Glenna Taxter 

 

Tuesday ~ Uplift Support Group meeting at 3 pm at the church. 

 Prayer Group and Book Discussion of Chapter 7-8 of  

 Help is Here at 7 pm via zoom. 

 

Thursday ~ Choir Practice at 7 pm at the church. 

 

Saturday ~ You are invited to come to an all-church game night at 7 pm. 

 We’d love for you to bring a snack, desert, or game to share. 

 

Looking Ahead ~ On Sunday, February 5th, we will have a soup and  

bread lunch following the worship service.  

Then we will have our Annual Meeting after lunch. 

The ladies of Chester Baptist Church invite the ladies of our  

church to a retreat they are hosting on March 11th  

on the topic of “Complete Worship.”  

The Annual Gathering for ABCVNH will be March 17-18th  

in West Lebanon, NH.  There are forms available in the 

vestry if you would like to go and represent our church. 

 

Happy Birthday to Jeremy Crumb on Friday 

and to Anna Ennis on Saturday! 
 

 
 

The flowers today are given by Martha Thompson in loving memory of 

Charles Waugamaan. 

 

Word of Preparation ~ Glenna Taxter 

 

 

Prelude ~ Please enjoy listening to music played by Barb West  

 as you quiet your hearts for worship. 

 

Call to Worship ~ Selected verses from Psalm 18  

led by Glenna Taxter. Please join in reading the bold lines. 

 
1 I love you, Lord, my strength. 

2 The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; 

    my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, 

    my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
21 For I have kept the ways of the Lord; 

    I am not guilty of turning from my God. 
25 To the faithful you show yourself faithful, 

    to the blameless you show yourself blameless, 
28 You, Lord, keep my lamp burning; 

    my God turns my darkness into light. 
30 As for God, his way is perfect: 

    The Lord’s word is flawless; 

    he shields all who take refuge in him. 
31 For who is God besides the Lord? 

    And who is the Rock except our God? 
32 It is God who arms me with strength 

    and keeps my way secure. 
33 He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; 

    he causes me to stand on the heights. 
46 The Lord lives!  

Praise be to my Rock! 

    Exalted be God my Savior! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Song ~ “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart” (#265, blue) 
 

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart 

Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move 

Stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art 

And make me love thee as I ought to love 
 

I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies 

No sudden rending of the veil of clay 

No angel visitant, no opening skies 

But take the dimness of my soul away 
 

Teach me to feel that thou are always nigh 

Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear 

To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh 

Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer 
 

Teach me to love thee as thine angels love 

One holy passion filling all my frame 

The baptism of the heaven-descended Dove 

My hear and altar, and thy love the flame 
 

Words ~ George Croly, 1867  Music ~ Frederick C. Atkinson, 1870 | Public Domain 

 

Lifting our Praises and Prayers to the Lord ~  
Space for Prayer Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Our Father, Who Art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen 

 

Song ~ “The Gift of Love” (#526 in the blue hymnal) 
 

Though I may speak with bravest fire  

And have the gift to all inspire 

And have not love, my words are vain 

As sounding brass and hopeless gain 
 

Though I may give all I possess 

And striving so may love profess 

But not be given by love within 

The profit soon turns strangely dim 
 

Come, Spirit, come our hearts control 

Our spirits long to be made whole 

Let inward love, guide every deed 

By this we worship and are freed 
 

Words ~ Hal H. Hopson, 1972  Music ~ Traditional English Melody 

 

Sermon Introduction ~ Craig Keith 

 

Scripture ~  Mark 12:28-34 (NIV) read by Glenna Taxter 
 

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.  

Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, 

 “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 
29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: 

 ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart  

and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 

(Continued on the next page) 



 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

 There is no commandment greater than these.” 
32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied.  

“You are right in saying that God is one  

and there is no other but him.  
33 To love him with all your heart,  

with all your understanding and with all your strength, 

 and to love your neighbor as yourself  

is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 
34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, 

 “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”  

And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 

 

Message ~ “The Two Great Commandments” ~ Craig Keith 

 

Song ~  “Pass it On”  (#477 in the blue hymnal) 
 

It only takes a spark to get a fire going 

And soon all those around can warm up in its glowing 

That’s how it is with God’s love, once you’ve experienced it 

You spread God’s love to everyone, you want to pass it on 
 

What wondrous time is spring when all the trees are budding 

The birds begin to sing. The  flowers start their blooming 

That’s how it is with God’s love, once you’ve experienced it 

You want to sing, it’s fresh like spring, you want to pass it on 
 

I wish for you, my friend, this happiness that I’ve found ~ 

On God you can depend, it matters not where you’re bound 

I’ll shout it from the mountaintop, I want my world to know 

The Lord of love has come to me, I want to pass it on 
 

Words and Music ~ Kurt Kaiser, 1969 

 

Benediction ~ 


