
Worship Service January 8, 2023 
 

Welcome and Announcements ~ Jim West 
 

Tuesday ~ Prayer Group and Book Discussion on Chap. 5-6 at 7pm via  
Zoom. 

Thursday ~ Mission meeting at 4pm at the Church. 
Prudential Meeting at 5pm at the Church and via Zoom. 
Choir Practice at 7pm at the Church. 

Saturday ~ Potluck and showing of The Chosen Episode 7 beginning at 5  
pm at the church. 

Sunday ~ Mary and Martha Meeting at the Firehouse at 8:30 am. 
 Worship Service ~ beginning a new series on Jeremiah at  

10:30am. 
Any gifts given to missions this month will go toward supporting the  

Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering  (RMMO) that we will learn about today. 
 
 

   The poinsettias are provided by ~     
 

Martha Thompson in loving memory of Matt Thompson 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bryan Richheimer in loving memory of Bruce Richheimer 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Jim and Cathy Comar  
in loving memory of Pete and Bev Comar and Judy Comar 

and in loving memory of Ken and Mary Jean Pierce 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Barb and Jim West 
in loving memory of Cora and Lewis West 

and Miriam Wertman and Mark George  
  

        Lisa and Chris Towslee and Lisa and George Hess  
in loving memory of Joyce and Charles Towslee 

 
 

 
Word of Preparation ~ Jim West 
 
Prelude ~ Barb West will play as we sing “We Three Kings of Orient  

Are” 
 

Call to Worship ~ Psalm 146 (NRSV)  ~ Jim West 
  Please join in reading the bold lines. 
 

1 Praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

2 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
in mortals, in whom there is no help. 

4 When their breath departs, they return to the earth; 
on that very day their plans perish. 

5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the LORD their God, 

6 who made heaven and earth, 



the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith forever; 

7 who executes justice for the oppressed; 
who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
8 the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
the LORD loves the righteous. 

9 The LORD watches over the strangers; 
he upholds the orphan and the widow, 

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10 The LORD will reign forever, 

your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
Praise the LORD! 

 
 
 

Song ~ “Here I Am to Worship”  written by Tim Hughes – led by Jim Holden 
 

(verse) 
Light of the world 

You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes, let me see 

Beauty that made this heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 

 
(chorus) 

Here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You’re my God 
 

You’re altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 
 

(verse) 
King of all days 

Oh, so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 

Humbly You came to the earth You created 
All for love’s sake became poor 

 
(chorus) 

 
(bridge) x 3 

 
Well, I’ll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross 
 

(chorus) x 2 
 

© Capitol Christian Music Group, Capitol CMG Publishing 
 
  



Lifting our Praises and Prayers to the Lord ~  
Space for notes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Father, Who Art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen 

 
Choir Song ~ “Christmas Grace” 

 
 

Song ~ “I Am the Light of the World” (#469 in the blue hymnal) 
Chorus – repeat between each verse 

"I am the light of the world!  You people come and follow me!” 
If you follow and love you’ll learn the mystery  

Of what you were meant to do and be. 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the magi and the shepherds have found their way home, 
The work of Christmas is begun: 

 
To find the lost and lonely one, 

To heal the broken soul with love, 
To feed the hungry children with warmth and good food, 

To feel the earth below, the sky above! 
 

To free the pris’ner from all chains, 
To make the powerful care, 

To rebuild the nations with strength of good will, 
To see God’s children ev’rywhere! 

 
To bring hope to ev’ry task you do, 

To dance at a baby’s new birth, 
To make music in an old person’s heart, 

And sing to the colors of the earth! 
 

Sermon Introduction ~ Craig Keith 
 
Scripture ~  Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV) read by Jim West 
 

1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at 
its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 



Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet:  
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 

who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 

you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard 
the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 
own country by another road. 

 
Sermon ~        “Epiphany Indeed!”  ~ Craig Keith 
 

 
Song ~ “As With Gladness” (#173 in the blue hymnal) 

As with gladness sages bold did the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; 

So, true Morning Star, may we evermore your splendor see. 
 

As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly manger bed, 
There to bend the knee before One who heaven and earth adore; 

So may we with willing feet ever seek your mercy seat. 
 

As they offered gifts most rare at the manger plain and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you from whom they spring. 
 
 
 

Benediction ~  
 


