
Second Sunday of Advent ~ December 11, 2022 
 

Welcome and Announcements ~ Lisa Towslee 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the cookie sale! 
 

There is a carols and cookies event at the First Congregational Church  

at 4 pm today. 
 

Monday ~ Uplift Support Group meets at the church at 3 pm. 

Tuesday ~ Deacon Meeting at 4:30 pm at the church. 
 

Wednesday ~ Seeking God Together Meeting via zoom at 11 am. 
 

Thursday ~ Choir Practice at 7 pm at the church 
 

Saturday ~ The Men’s Group will meet at 9 am for breakfast  

and their first session discussing The Unburdened Heart. 

         There will be a funeral for Rosa Martelle in the sanctuary at 1 pm. 
 

Thank you to all who are helping at the Community Food Cupboard  

this month.  If you want to serve, please let Lindy Mylott know. 

The flower arrangement this morning is from the Sommons family 

 in loving memory of our grandparents. 

If you would like to dedicate a poinsettia to the memory of a loved one, 

 please let Pastor Rebecca know. 

 

Lighting the Advent Candle of Joy ~ Cara Davenport and Craig Keith 

 
Prelude ~ Singing together “One Candle is Lit” v. 3 of #128, blue 

 

Come, festively sing while awaiting the birth 

Join angels in dancing from heaven to earth 

Wave banners of good news, lift high thankful praise 

One candle is lit for the joy of these days 
 

Words ~ Mary Ann Parrott, 1988  Music ~ William J. Kirkpatrick, 1895 

 

Call to Worship ~ Selected verses from Psalm 16 (NIV) ~ Lisa Towslee 

   Please join in reading the bold lines. 
5 Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure. 

6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

    surely I have a delightful inheritance. 
7 I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; 

 even at night my heart instructs me. 
8 I keep my eyes always on the Lord. 

    With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
9 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 

    my body also will rest secure… 

11 You make known to me the path of life; 

    you will fill me with joy in your presence, 

    with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 
 

Song ~ “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” (#2 in the blue hymnal) 
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love 

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive our fear and doubt away 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 
 

All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays 

Stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea 

Chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee 
 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest 

Well-spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are thine 

Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine 
 

Mortals, join the happy chorus, stars of morning, take your part 

Love divine is reigning o’er us, binding those of tender heart 

Ever singing, move we onward, victors in the midst of strife 

Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life 

 

Words ~ Henry van Dyke, 1907  Music ~ Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824 | Public Domain 



Lifting our Praises and Prayers to the Lord ~  

 

Our Father, Who Art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen 

 

Choir Song ~ “What Shall We Sing” 

 

Song ~ “Christians All, Your Lord Is Coming” (#136, blue hymnal) 
 

Christians all, your Lord is coming, drawing near in holy birth 

Ring the bells and sound the trumpets, let your music fill the earth 

Dance and move to show God’s glory 

Kneel and pause to hear God’s word 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Rise and let your songs be heard 
 

Christians all, your Lord is coming, calling you to serve in deed 

See the ones who hurt and suffer, hear their cry and act with speed 

Set all selfish ways behind you 

Purge your hearts of sinful greed 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ in you will meet their need 
 

Christians all, your Lord is coming, he will rise up from the dead 

Lift the cup, of sin forgiven; bless the host and eat his bread 

Mend the ways where peace is broken 

Give yourselves to true Shalom 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Dwell as one in church and home 
 

Christians all, your Lord is coming, hope for peace is now at hand 

Let there be no hesitation, walk in faith where life demands 

Bear the word that God has given 

Share the birth that stirs your soul 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ will come and make you whole 
 

Words ~ Jim Miller, 1993  Music ~ Joshua Leavitt’s Christians Lyre, 1830 

Sermon Introduction ~ Rev. Rebecca Sommons 
 

Scripture ~  Zechariah 3:1-10 (NIV) read by Lisa Towslee 

Then he showed me Joshua the high priest 

 standing before the angel of the Lord,  

and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him.  
2 The Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan!  

The Lord, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you!  

Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?” 
3 Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes  

as he stood before the angel. 

 4 The angel said to those who were standing before him,  

“Take off his filthy clothes.” 

Then he said to Joshua,  

“See, I have taken away your sin,  

and I will put fine garments on you.” 
5 Then I said, “Put a clean turban on his head.”  

So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him,  

while the angel of the Lord stood by. 
6 The angel of the Lord gave this charge to Joshua:  

7 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: 

 ‘If you will walk in obedience to me and keep my requirements,  

then you will govern my house and have charge of my courts,  

and I will give you a place among these standing here. 
8 “‘Listen, High Priest Joshua, you and your associates seated before you, 

who are men symbolic of things to come:  

I am going to bring my servant, the Branch.  
9 See, the stone I have set in front of Joshua!  

There are seven eyes on that one stone,  

and I will engrave an inscription on it,’ says the Lord Almighty,  

‘and I will remove the sin of this land in a single day. 
10 “‘In that day each of you will invite your neighbor 

 to sit under your vine and fig tree,’  

declares the Lord Almighty.” 



Message ~ “The Branch Will Prepare Us to Celebrate with Joy”  
 

Song ~  The worship team will lead us in singing  

“Joy to the World / Unspeakable Joy” 

Joy to the world the Lord is come 

Let earth receive her King 

Let every heart prepare Him room 

And heaven and nature sing 

And heaven and nature sing 

And heaven and heaven and nature sing 
 

Joy to the world the Savior reigns 

Let all their songs employ 

While fields and floods rocks hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy 
 

Chorus 

Joy, unspeakable joy 

 An overflowing well, no tongue can tell 

Joy, unspeakable joy 

 It rises in my soul, never lets me go 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders of His love 

And wonders, wonders of His love 
 

Chorus 
 

CCLI Song # 5607039 
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© Wondrously Made Songs   CCLI License # 11289244 

 

Benediction ~  1 Peter 1:8 (NIV) 

 


