
Second Sunday of Advent ~ December 18, 2022 
 

Welcome and Announcements ~ Linell Pike 
 

Thank you to all who are helping at the Community Food Cupboard  

this month.  There is also a special Interfaith Holiday Project 

where people packs Christmas boxes of food for the Holidays. 

If you want to help with that, you can go to the Catholic Church 

and join in beginning at 9 am on Wednesday, Dec. 21st. 
 

Thursday ~ Choir Practice at 7 pm at the church. 
 

Saturday ~ Christmas Eve Service at 7 pm. 
 

Next Sunday is Christmas Day. There will be no Sunday School, and the  

worship service will be at 11 am to allow time with your families 

in the morning.  If you would like to attend the lunch following 

the service, please sign up on the sheet in the vestry today.    

   The poinsettias are provided by ~     
 

Martha Thompson in loving memory of Matt Thompson 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bryan Richheimer in loving memory of Bruce Richheimer 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Jim and Cathy Comar  

in loving memory of Pete and Bev Comar and Judy Comar 

and in loving memory of Ken and Mary Jean Pierce 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Barb and Jim West 

in loving memory of Cora and Lewis West 

and Mark George and Miriam and Paul Wertman 
 

Lighting the Advent Candle of Love ~ Linell and Jerry Pike 
 

Prelude ~ Singing together “One Candle is Lit” v. 3 of #128, blue 

Come wander where lion and lamb gently play 

Where evil is banished, and faith takes the day 

A babe in a manger to fool the world’s eyes 

One candle is lit for God’s loving surprise 
 

Words ~ Mary Ann Parrott, 1988  Music ~ William J. Kirkpatrick, 1895 

 

First Reading of Scripture ~ Luke 1:5-17 (TPT) ~ Linell Pike 
5 During the reign of King Herod the Great of Judea, 

there was a Jewish priest named Zechariah 

who served in the temple as part of the priestly order of Abijah. 

His wife, Elizabeth, was also from a family of priests, 

and was a descendant of Aaron. 
6 They were both righteous before God, living virtuously 

and following the commandments of the Lord blamelessly. 
7 But they were childless since Elizabeth was barren, 

and now they both were quite old. 
8-9 One day, Zechariah’s priestly order was on duty  

and he was serving as priest.  

He was chosen by the casting of lots  

(according to the custom of the priesthood)  

the honor fell upon Zechariah to enter the Holy Place  

 and burn incense before the Lord.  
10 A large crowd of worshipers had gathered to pray outside the temple 

 at the hour when incense was being offered.  
11 All at once an angel of the Lord appeared to him,  

standing just to the right of the altar of incense. 
12 Zechariah was startled and overwhelmed with fear.  

13 But the angel reassured him, saying, “Don’t be afraid,  Zechariah!  

God is showing grace to you. For I have come to tell you 

 that your prayer  for a child has been answered.  

Your wife, Elizabeth, will bear you a son and you are to name him John.  
14 His birth will bring you much joy and gladness.   

Many will rejoice because of him,  
15 and he will be one of the great ones in the sight of God.  

He will drink no wine or strong drink,   

but he will be filled with the Holy Spirit  

even while still in his mother’s womb.  
16 And he will persuade many in Israel to convert  

and turn back to the Lord their God.  
(continued on the next page) 



17 He will go before the Lord as a forerunner,  

with the same power and anointing  as Elijah the prophet.  

He will be instrumental in turning the hearts of the fathers 

 in tenderness back to their children  

and the hearts of the disobedient  

back to the wisdom of their righteous fathers.  

And he will prepare a united people   

who are ready for the Lord’s appearing.” 
 

Song ~ “Blessed Be the God of Israel” (#135 in the blue hymnal) 
 

Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free 

Who visits and redeems us, and grants us liberty 

The prophet spoke of mercy, of freedom and release 

God shall fulfill the promise to bring our people peace 
 

Now from the house of David a child of grace has come 

A Savior who will lead us to our eternal home 

Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way 

The prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day 
 

On all by death imprisoned the sun begins to rise 

The dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner’s eyes 

To guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace 

O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease! 
 

Words ~ Michael Perry, 1973  Music ~ Hal H. Hopson, 1983 

 

Lifting our Praises and Prayers to the Lord ~  
 

Our Father, Who Art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  

Amen 

 

Choir Song ~ “Light Our Darkness” 

 

Song ~ “All Earth is Waiting” (#139 in the blue hymnal) 

All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, 

And open furrows, the sowing of our God 

All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty 

It cries our for justice and searches for the truth 
 

Thus says the prophet to those of Israel 

“A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel” 

One whose name is “God with us” our Savior shall be 

Through whom hope will blossom once more within our hearts 
 

Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain 

Open new highways, new highways for our God 

Who is now coming closer, so come all and see 

And open the doorways wide and wide can be 
 

In lowly stable the Promised One appeared 

Yet feel that presence throughout the earth today 

For Christ lives in all Christians and is with us now again 

 On arriving Christ brings us liberty 
 

Words and Music ~ Alberto Taule | 1972 The Pastoral Musicians 

 

Sermon Introduction ~ Rev. Rebecca Sommons 
 

Scripture ~  Luke 1:26-38 (TPT) read by Linell Pike 
26-27 During the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, 

 the angel Gabriel was sent from God’s presence to an unmarried 

girl named Mary, living in Nazareth, a village in Galilee.   

She was engaged  to a man named Joseph,  

a true descendant of King David.  
28 Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Rejoice, beloved young woman,  

for the Lord is with you  and you are anointed with great favor.” 
29 Mary was deeply troubled over the words of the angel  

and bewildered over what this may mean for her.  (Continued) 



30 But the angel reassured her, saying,  

“Do not yield to your fear, Mary, for the Lord has found delight in you 

and has chosen to surprise you with a wonderful gift. 

 31 You will become pregnant with a baby boy,  

and you are to name him Jesus.  
32 He will be supreme and will be known as the Son of the Highest.  

And the Lord God will enthrone him as King 

 on the throne of his ancestor David.  
33 He will reign as King of Israel forever,  

and his reign will have no limit.” 
34 Mary said, “But how could this happen? I am still a virgin!” 
35 Gabriel answered, “The Spirit of Holiness will fall upon you  

and almighty God will spread his shadow of power over you  

in a cloud of glory!  

 This is why the child born to you will be holy,  

 and he will be called the Son of God.  
36 What’s more, your aged aunt,  Elizabeth,  

has also become pregnant with a son.  

The ‘barren one’ is now in her sixth month.  
37 Not one promise from God is empty of power.  

Nothing is impossible with God!”  
38 Then Mary responded, saying,  

“Yes! I will be a mother for the Lord!   

As his servant, I accept whatever he has for me.  

May everything you have told me come to pass.”  

And the angel left her. 

  

Message ~ “The Time for the Branch of Love Has Come”    
 

                      

 

 

Song ~  The worship team will lead us in singing  

“Midnight Clear (Love Song)” 
 

It came upon the midnight clear that glorious song of old 

From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold 

Peace on the earth good will to men from heaven's all gracious King 

The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled 

And still their heavenly music floats through all the weary world 

And man at war with man hears not the love song which they bring 

O hush the noise and cease the strife and hear the angels sing 
 

Glory to God in the highest, Glory to God evermore 

Good news, great joy for all 

Melody breaks through the silence, Christ the Savior is born 

Jesus, the love song of God  
 

And you beneath life’s crushing load whose forms are bending low 

Who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps and slow 

Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing 

O rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing 
 

Glory to God in the highest, Glory to God evermore 

Good news, great joy for all 

Melody breaks through the silence, Christ the Savior is born 

Jesus, the love song of God  

Jesus, the love song of God  
 

 

 

CCLI Song # 7050418 Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash | Jonas Myrin 

© 2015 Capitol CMG  CCLI License # 11289244 
 

 

Benediction ~  Ephesians 6:23 (TPT) 
 

So may God shower his peace upon you, my beloved friends.  

And may the blessings of faith and love 

 fill your hearts  

from God the Father and from our Lord Jesus 

the Messiah.  


