
Second Sunday of Advent ~ December 4, 2022 
 

Welcome and Announcements ~ Craig Keith 
 

Tuesday ~ Nominating Follow-up Meeting at 4:30 pm via zoom. 

Prayer Group via zoom at 7 pm.  Lord willing,  

we’ll be discussing chapters 3 & 4 in Help is Here. 
 

Wednesday ~ Mission Meeting at the church at 4 pm. 
 

Thursday ~ Choir Practice at 7 pm at the church 
 

Friday ~ Cookie decorating from 1:30 – 3 pm at church. 
 

Saturday ~ The Christmas Cookie Sale will be from 10 am to 1 pm. 

Then at 7 pm, we will gather for our Christmas Coffee House 

to share warm beverages, treats, and Christmas songs, poems, 

stories, meaningful objects, and memories.  
 

Next Sunday ~ The Mary and Martha Ladies Group will meet for  

breakfast at 8:30 am at the church before Sunday School and the 

worship service. The First Congregational Church has a carols 

and cookies event at 4 pm on Sunday afternoon. 
 

Lindy Mylott would love to hear from you if you are willing to help at  

the Manchester Food Cupboard in the month of December. 
 

Thank you to Barb West for the flowers given  

in loving memory of her mother, Miriam Wertman. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles ~   

 

Prelude ~ Singing together “One Candle is Lit” v. 2 of #128, blue 
 

Come quickly, shalom, teach us how to prepare 

For a gift that compels us with justice to care 

Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease 

 One candle is lit for the reign of God’s peace 
 

Words ~ Mary Ann Parrott, 1988  Music ~ William J. Kirkpatrick, 1895 

Call to Worship ~ selected verses from Psalm 37 (NIV) 

  Please join in reading the bold lines. 
 

 Be still before the Lord 

    and wait patiently for him; 
 

Do not fret when people succeed in their ways, 

    when they carry out their wicked schemes. 
 

A little while, and the wicked will be no more; 

    though you look for them, they will not be found. 
 

But the meek will inherit the land 

    and enjoy peace and prosperity. 
 

The Lord makes firm the steps 

    of the one who delights in him; 
 

Though he may stumble, he will not fall, 

    for the Lord upholds him with his hand. 
 

The mouths of the righteous utter wisdom, 

    and their tongues speak what is just. 
 

The law of their God is in their hearts; 

    their feet do not slip. 
 

Hope in the Lord and keep his way. 

He will exalt you. 
 

Consider the blameless, observe the upright; 

    a future awaits those who seek peace.  
 

Song ~ “Come, O Long-expected Jesus” (#125 in the blue hymnal) 

Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free 

From our fears and sins release us; Christ in whom our rest shall be 

You, our strength and consolation, come salvation to impart 

Dear desire of many a nation, joy of many a longing heart 
 

Born your people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king 

Born to reign in us forever, born your gracious realm to bring 

By your own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone 

By your all-sufficient merit raise us to your glorious throne 
 

Words ~ Charles Wesley, 1744  Music ~ Rowland H. Prichard, 1830 | Public Domain 



Lifting our Praises and Prayers to the Lord ~  
Space for notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, Who Art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen 

 

Choir Song ~ “The Stars Still Shine” 

 

Song ~ “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” (#160 in the blue hymnal) 
 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming by faithful prophets sung 

It came a flow’r-et bright  

Amid the cold of winter when half spent was the night 
 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind 

With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind 

To show God’s love aright 

She bore to us a Savior when half spent was the night 
 

Words ~ German carol 15th century  Music ~ Traditional melody, 1609 | Public Domain 

 

Sermon Introduction ~ Rev. Rebecca Sommons 

Scripture ~  Isaiah 11:1-9 (TLB)  read by Craig Keith 
 

1 The royal line of David will be cut off, chopped down like a tree; 

but from the stump will grow a Shoot— 

yes, a new Branch from the old root. 
2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,  

the Spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel, and might;  

the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.  
3 His delight will be obedience to the Lord.  

He will not judge by appearance, false evidence, or hearsay,  
4 but will defend the poor and the exploited.  

He will rule against the wicked who oppress them. 

 5 For he will be clothed with fairness and with truth. 
6 In that day the wolf and the lamb will lie down together,  

and the leopard and goats will be at peace.  

Calves and fat cattle will be safe among lions,  

and a little child shall lead them all. 

 7 The cows will graze among bears;  

cubs and calves will lie down together, 

 and lions will eat grass like the cows.  
8 Babies will crawl safely among poisonous snakes,  

and a little child who puts his hand in a nest of deadly adders  

will pull it out unharmed. 

 9 Nothing will hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,  

for as the waters fill the sea, 

 so shall the earth be full of the knowledge of the Lord. 

 

Message ~ “The Branch Will Bring Peace”  

~ Pastor Rebecca Sommons 

 

Communion ~ Everyone is invited to partake of the bread and cup  

      giving thanks for the peace that Christ brought between God and us. 
 

 



Song ~  The worship team will lead us in singing  
 

“Emmanuel ~ Hallowed Manger Ground” 
 

What hope we hold this starlit night 

A King is born in Bethlehem 

Our journey long we seek the light 

That leads to the hallowed manger ground 
 

What fear we felt in the silent age 

Four-hundred years can He be found 

But broken by a baby's cry 

Rejoice in the hallowed manger ground 

Chorus 

Emmanuel,  Emmanuel 

God incarnate here to dwell 

Emmanuel,  Emmanuel 

Praise His name Emmanuel 

(Praise His name Emmanuel) 

------------------------------------------------------ 

The Son of God here born to bleed 

A crown of thorns would pierce His brow 

And we beheld this offering 

Exalted now the King of kings 

Praise God for the hallowed manger ground 

Chorus twice 
 

CCLI Song # 5601640 Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash 

© 2009 Wondrously Made Songs  CCLI License # 11289244 
 

Benediction ~ Romans 5:1-2 (NLT) 
 

Therefore, since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith,  

we have peace with God 

 because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us.  

Because of our faith,  

Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privilege  

where we now stand,  

and we confidently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory. 


