
Worship Service for February 26, 2023 
 

Welcome and Announcements ~ Linell Pike 
 

 

Wednesday ~ Seeking God Together group meeting via zoom at 11 am. 

 Christian Education meeting via zoom at 7 pm.  
 

Thursday ~ Interfaith Council meeting at St. James Episcopal Church 

 at 11:45 am.  Choir Practice at 5:30 pm at the church. 

 The second meeting of Come Let Us Reason Together  

at Israel Congregation and via zoom at 7 pm. 
 

Friday ~ Young adults dinner & game night at the Sommons’ home at 6. 
 

 

Looking Ahead ~ If you are planning to attend the ladies’ retreat  

in Chester on March 11th, please let Pastor Rebecca know.  
 

The Annual Gathering for ABCVNH is March 17-18th in West 

Lebanon, NH, and there will be a special celebration of  

Rev. Dale Edwards’ ministry. 
 

You are invited to join in reading and discussing the new book 

the prayer group has chosen ~ What Does Your Soul Love? By 

Gem and Alan Fadling. Let Pastor Rebecca know if you’re 

interested. 
 

Reminder ~ A portion of the money given to FBC Missions this month  

will go to Seek the Son Ministries. 
 

Happy Birthday to Jae Vickery on Monday! 

 
Thank you to Cara Davenport for the flowers today 

in loving memory of P. Galen Lenhert. 
 

Word of Preparation ~ Linell Pike 
 

“Two things are for sure: 

Struggling doesn’t last forever 

And God is always on time.” 
 

Toby Mac #Speak Life 

 

Prelude ~ Please center your hearts for worship as Barb West plays. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Call to Worship ~ Lamentations 3:19-26 (NIV) read by Linell Pike 

  Please join in reading the bold lines. 

 
 

19 I remember my affliction and my wandering, 

    the bitterness and the gall. 

20 I well remember them, 

    and my soul is downcast within me. 

21 Yet this I call to mind 

    and therefore I have hope: 

22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 

    for his compassions never fail. 

23 They are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. 

24 I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; 

    therefore I will wait for him.” 

25 The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, 

    to the one who seeks him; 

26 it is good to wait quietly 

    for the salvation of the Lord. 

 

 



Song ~   “Great is Thy Faithfulness” (#86 in the blue hymnal)  
 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father 

There is no shadow of turning with thee 

Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not 

As thou hast been thou forever wilt be 
 

Refrain 

Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see 

All I have needed thy hand hath provided 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love      Refrain 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 

Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!     Refrain 
 

Words ~ Thomas O. Chisholm and Music ~ William M. Runyan  | 1923  Public Domain 

 

Lifting our Praises and Prayers to the Lord ~  
Space for Prayer Requests 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Our Father, Who Art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name 

Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen 

Choir Song ~                     “I Am the Way” 
 

Song ~      “God of the Ages, History’s Maker” 
(sung to the tune of “Morning Has Broken”) 

 

God of the ages, history’s Maker 

Planning our pathway, holding us fast 

Shaping in mercy all that concerns us 

Father, we praise you, Lord of the past 
 

God of this morning, gladly your children 

Worship before you, trustingly bow 

Teach us to know you always among us 

Quietly sovereign ~ Lord of our now 
 

God of tomorrow, strong overcomer 

Princes of darkness own your command 

What then can harm us? We are your people 

Now and forever kept by your hand 
 

Lord of past ages, Lord of this morning 

Lord of the future, help us, we pray 

Teach us to trust you, love and obey you 

Crown you each moment, Lord of today 
 

Words ~ Margaret Clarkson and Music ~ Gaelic Melody | 1982, Word Publishing 
 

Sermon Introduction ~ Rev. Rebecca Sommons 
 

Scripture ~  Jeremiah 29:4-14 (NIV)  read by Linell Pike 
 

4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel,  

says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:  
5 “Build houses and settle down;  

plant gardens and eat what they produce.  
6 Marry and have sons and daughters;  

find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage,  

so that they too may have sons and daughters.  

Increase in number there; do not decrease.  
(Continued on the next page) 



7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city  

which I have carried you into exile.  

Pray to the Lord for it,  

because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”  
8 Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 

 “Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you.  

Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. 

 9 They are prophesying lies to you in my name.  

I have not sent them,” declares the Lord. 
10 This is what the Lord says:  

“When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you  

and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place.  
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,  

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and a future.  
12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me,  

and I will listen to you.  
13 You will seek me and find me  

when you seek me with all your heart. 

 14 I will be found by you,” declares the Lord,  

“and will bring you back from captivity. 

 I will gather you from all the nations  

and places where I have banished you,”  

declares the Lord, 

 “and will bring you back to the place  

from which I carried you into exile.” 

 

Message ~            “God Has Plans for You”  
 

Questions to consider ~ 
 

What challenging situation are you facing? 

 

 

What is God’s invitation to you in the midst of it?  

Song ~    “You Never Let Go” 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death 

Your perfect love is casting out fear 

And even when I'm caught in the middle of the storms of this life 

I won't turn back I know You are near 

And I will fear no evil, for my God is with me 

And if my God is with me, whom then shall I fear? 

Whom then shall I fear? 

Chorus 

Oh no, You never let go through the calm and through the storm 

Oh no, You never let go in every high and every low 

Oh no, You never let go. Lord You never let go of me 

And I can see a light that is coming for the heart that holds on 

A glorious light beyond all compare 

And there will be an end to these troubles, but until that day comes 

We'll live to know You here on the earth 

And I will fear no evil, for my God is with me 

And if my God is with me, whom then shall I fear? 

Whom then shall I fear? 

Chorus 

Yes, I can see a light that is coming for the heart that holds on 

And there will be an end to these troubles, but until that day comes 

Still I will praise You, still I will praise You 

(REPEAT) 

Chorus two times 
 

CCLI Song # 4674166 Beth Redman | Matt Redman 

© 2005 Thankyou Music CCLI License # 11289244 
 

Benediction ~  Romans 15:13 (NIV) 
 

May the God of hope  

fill you with all joy and peace  

as you trust in him,  

so that you may overflow with hope  

by the power of the Holy Spirit. 


